
210 7ournal of American Folk-Lore. 

FORTY-FIRST ANNUAL MEETING 
OF THE 

AMERICAN FOLK-LORE SOCIETY 

The forty-first annual meeting of the American Folk-Lore Society 
was held on December 28, 1929 at 2 P.M. at the Alumnae House, Vassar 
College, Poughkeepsie, N.Y. with President Sapir in the chair. 

The reports of the preceding year were read as follows: 

SECRETARY'S REPORT. 

The membership of the Society is as follows: 

1928 1929 
Honorary members ............................. 5 3 
Life members ............................... Io 9 
Active members: 

Subscribing .............................. 341 351 
Memoir ...................................- 26 

356 363 
Subscribing libraries 16o I6o 

Last year we created a new kind of membership, the Memoir mem- 
bership which entitles the member to the Journals for the year as well 
as to the Memoir which is designated. So far we have 26 members of 
this kind, which do not count in the total as they are the same as sub- 
scribing members as far as the Journal is concerned. There is every, 
reason to expect that we shall gradually increase the number of this 
type of membership, and it gives one channel for the distribution of the 
Memoirs. 

The Treasurer will report a tremendous increase in sales for this year, 
an increase due, as far as we know, to the following causes: 

i. The drive which we had for circularizing libraries and institutions 
which were not up-to-date with their Memoirs. I think we may count 
on at least 65 Memoir subscribers from the I60 on the list which now 
subscribe to the Journal. This conclusion I reach from a study of the 
statement from Stechert which anyone who is interested is invited to 
inspect. 

2. The full page advertisement which Stechert had on the back of his 
catalogue. 

3. The notice of the work of the Folk-Lore Society on the front page 
of the catalogue of C. Howes, St. Leonards-on-Sea, England. Howes 
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volunteered to print this notice in return for a mailing list which we 
sent him. 

Although the Modern Language Association this year withdrew the 
privilege of club membership which we had had at their suggestion 
for several years, we kept a great many of the subscribers we had ob- 
tained through them. In fact the number which fell off was no greater 
than the average number of resignations from our total list. Furthermore 
a great many paid back dues for as far back as four years when we sent 
bills direct. These bills had been previously sent by the Modern Lan- 
guage Association and we had had no direct communication with these 
particular members. 

Another small source of income is the mailing list. We usually have 
a few extra ones printed. We are constantly having requests from 
publishers who want to notify members of folklore publications. I see 
no reason why the lists should not be sent but I charge three dollars 
for them. 

Respectfully submitted, 
GLADYS A. REICHARD, 

Secretary. 

The Secretary's report was accepted. 

TREASURER'S REPORT. 

General Fund 
Income 

From General Members, dues for 1929 $ 449-59 
From Ceneral Members, dues for 1928 52.00 
From General Members, dues for 1927 8.00 
From General Members, dues for 1926 4.00 
From Branch Societies ........... 459-75 
From Joint Dues MLS members .. 114.00 
Income and Royalties from publisher 1287.38 
Deposited with no record ......... 3.00 
Sale of one Memoir .............. 3.50 
Received for supplying Mailing List . 3.00 
Gift from Dr. E. C. Parsons to meet 

cost of Journal No. 162 ........ 559-42 
Loan from State Bank and Trust Co.. .700.00 
Interest on bank balance ......... 2.91 
Income from permanent fund ..... 115.50 

$ 3202.63 
Balance from 1928 1157.93 

$ 4919.98 

14* 
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Expenditures. 
Publication and mailing of Journal 

Journal No. 16o0 ...... $ 567.43 
Journal No. 161 ...... 496.45 
Journal No. 162 ...... 559-42 
Journal No. 163 ...... 305.92 

$ 1929.22 
Mailing Journals issued during 1928 ' 36.67 
Editor's Assistant ................. 350.00 
Postage, Editor .................. Io.oo 
Editorial Assistance, Index of JAFL 170.oo 
Secretary's Expenses, Membership 

Drive, 1929 .................... 105-47 
Refund to Modern Language Asso- 

ciation ....................... .90 
Collection charges for foreign checks .40 
Interest on notes, 1928 and 1929 .. 6o.18 
State Bank and Trust Co., repayment 

of U. S. Mortgage Note ......... 8oo.oo 
Memoir XXI, Binding ............ 158.50 

$ 3621.34 
Balance for 1929 $ 1298.64 

Publication Fund 
Income. 

Concordance of Southwest 
Folklore Donations, Dr. 
E. C. Parsons, ......... $ 554.00 

Memoir Memberships ..... 62.50 

$ 616.50 
Expenditures. 

Salary and assistance for 
Concordance of South- 
west Folklore .......... 550.00 

550.00 
Balance for 1929 ......... $ 66.50 
Balance in bank ......... $ 1365-14 

Cuban Folk-Lore Collection Fund. 
Income. 

Gift ................... $ 250.00 

250.00oo 
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Expenditures. 
For work on Cuban Folk- 

Lore Collection ........ 250.00 250.00 

Permanent Fund. 

2--5 1/2% Mortgage Bond Co. of New York for 
$ Iooo ................................... $ 2000.00 

I Do. for $ Ioo .............. ...... I00.00 

8 2100.00 

Less loan on Bond No. 588, held as collateral by 
State Bank and Trust Co. ............... 700.00 

$ 140o.oo 

MELVILLE J. HERSKOVITS, Treasurer. 

The Treasurer's report was accepted. 

EDITOR'S REPORT. 

Four issues of the Journal have been distributed during the past year, 
bringing the current issue to that of April-June 1929. The last two issues 
of this year were delayed only on account of the state of our treasury. 
Owing to the expense of issuing back numbers during the last two years, 
it was necessary to wait until we had received our accounting for the 
present year from our distributors, G. E. Stechert. It is a matter of 
congratulation that this statement, owing to increased sales both of 
Journals and of Memoirs, is so considerably larger than before, and 
will make it possible for us during the coming year to achieve our goal 
of issuing current numbers on the date called for. 

This program would still be impossible however without the continuing 
help of Dr. Parsons, who has paid for the Negro number again during 
the past year, and who has financed not only the collecting of the 
material but also the publication of two forthcoming Memoirs. Her own 
collection, Kiowa Tales, is ready for distribution, and Dr. Manuel 
Andrade's from Santo Domingo has been sent to the printer. We have 
also distributed this year Memoir XXI, Jamaica Folklore, the printed 
material for which we received through the kindness of Dr. Beckwith 
of the Folklore Foundation of Vassar College. 

The Index to the first forty volumes of the Journal, which has been 
so long in preparation, is being printed for us through the kindness of 
Mr. Haffner of G. E. Stechert and Co., and will be ready for distri- 
bution the first of the year. A great deal of editorial work has for a long 
time gone into the preparation of this Index, as also into the prepar- 
ation of the back issues of the Journal, and the cost of editorial assi- 



214 ournal of American Folk-Lore. 

stance, now that these two emergencies are out of the way, will of 
course decrease. We are already this year able to report a saving of 
$ 150 over last year in the expense of the editor's assistant, and it is 
hoped that with continued saving in this matter, and the indicated in- 
creased sales of back Memoirs and Journals, we may in time hope to 
be self-supporting. The editor recommends that now that we are up 
to date in publication, we undertake a drive for new subscribers at the 
beginning of the new year. 

RUTH BENEDICT. 

The Editor's report was accepted. 
After the reading and acceptance of the reports of the various offi- 

cers the following matters were discussed and acted upon: 
At the Secretary's suggestion libraries were permitted a "Memoir 

subscription" which shall include the benefits of the club rate for one 
Memoir a year with the subscription for the Journal for $ 6.50. This 
provision is made since by the charter of the Society libraries may not 
become members. 

The Secretary and Editor were empowered to expend a reasonable 
sum (between fifty and one hundred dollars) at their discretion for an 
extended drive for new members. 

The Editor pointed out the fact that only such Memoirs can be pub- 
lished for which their authors can pay. There was a discussion of the 
problem of a permanent basis for the publication of Memoirs. It was 
moved, seconded and passed that Professor Boas be authorized to study 
the best means of approaching some foundation with a view to getting 
a permanent fund for the publication of Memoirs. 

A motion of thanks was again addressed to Dr. Elsie Clews Parsons 
for her kind cooperation and help. The Council recognizes that without 
her help the Society would not be in the excellent position in which it is 
today. 

The Treasurer recommended that the loan of $ 700oo be liquidated. 
After discussion it was decided that such liquidation be left to the dis- 
cretion of the Treasurer, Secretary and Editor. 

The following officers were elected for 1930: 
PRESIDENT, Edward Sapir, University of Chicago, Chicago, Ill. 
VICE-PRESIDENT, Stith Thompson, Indiana University, Bloomington, 

Ind. 
SECRETARY, Gladys A. Reichard, Barnard College, New York City. 
TREASURER, Melville J. Herskovits, NorthwesternUniversity, Evanston, 

Ill. 
EDITOR, Ruth Benedict, Department of Anthropology, Columbia 

University, New York City. 
ASSOCIATE EDITORS, Franz Boas, G. L. Kittredge, C. Marius Barbeau, 

Aurelio Espinosa, Elsie C. Parsons, Gladys A. Reichard. 
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COUNCILLORS: for 3 years, J. F. Dobie, F. G. Speck, A. I. Hallowell, 
Archer Taylor, Martha W. Beckwith, Clark Wissler. 

COUNCILLoRS: for 2 years, A. L. Kroeber, Diamond Jenness, Leslie 
White, Louise Pound, Ruth L. Bunzel. 

COUNCILLORS: for I year, A. M. Tozzer, J. R. Swanton, John F. Spargo, 
Robert Redfield, Mellinger Henry. 

The following papers were read: 
Edward Sapir, The criteria of literature among primitive peoples. 
M. J. Herskovits, Oral values in primitive literature. 
R. H. Lowie, Literature and Ethnography. 
Stith Thompson, The Historic-Geographic method as applied to 

American Indian tales. 
M. W. Beckwith, Narrative forms of the Oglala-Sioux. 
R. F. Benedict, Figures of speech in Pima poetry. 

RUTH L. BUNZEL, Secretary pro tem. 
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