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TWENTIETH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE AMERICAN
FOLK-LORE SOCIETY
THE Society met at Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, in affiliation with the American Anthropological Association and Section H
of the American Association for the Advancement of Science, from
December

28, 1908, to January I, 1909.

The Council of the Society met on December 29 at the Maryland
Institute. The Society held its annual business meeting on the same
day and at the same place.
President Dixon presided, and Dr. George A. Dorsey was appointed
Secretary of the meeting.
The Treasurer presented his report for the period from December
24, 1907, to December 24, 1908.
RECEIPTS

Balance from last statement

..

...........

........
..
Receipts from annual dues .. ...
.......
..
Subscriptionsto PublicationFund . ..
Sales throughHoughton,Mifflin & Co. (net of mailing and other
expenses):
Memoirs ...
..
................

$1,518.73
831.20
231.00oo

47-13

Journal of American Folk-Lore, June i, 1907, to December i,

1908,less io % commission,and chargesfor expressage,mail....
..
ing, printing, etc
.........
.......
Sales of reprintsto authors . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Sales of back numbers of Journal through the Secretary .

638.32
34.65

.

CaliforniaBranch, A. L. Kroeber,Acting Treasurer,balance left

i2.50

.......
Interest account on balance, Old Colony Trust
Co., Boston,
Mass. ......
...............

25.75

over from their fiscal year, 19o6-907.

34.1I
$3,373.39

DISBURSEMENTS

Houghton,Mifflin & Co., for manufactureof Journalof American
Folk-Lore, Nos. 79, 8o, 81, 82 ..

...

....

....oo

Houghton,Mifflin & Co., for printingcircularletter to members.

$1,350.49
26.22

reprints for authors ..
notice of annual meeting,

154.37

"
"

"
"

"
"

"
"

"
"

and sending same to members . . .
. . . . . o..
H. M. Hight, Boston, Mass., printingbill forms, envelopes,etc.
Treasurer'spostage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Secretary's

" .

7.03
7.25
8.50
io.8o

................

Dr. Alfred M. Tozzer, PermanentSecretary,for typewriting,for
rubberstamp, clerk-hire,and express .
.........

Allen Bros., Boston, Mass., rubber stamp for treasurer
Amount carried forward ....

..........

.

7.37

. I..50

.

$I,573.53
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Amountbroughtforward .$....
.
...
$1,573-53
AmericanAnthropologicalAssociation,one third cost of the Joint
Committee meeting at Chicago, Ill.; and one half the cost of
39.06
printingprogrammes,postal cards,reply cards, typewriting,etc.
Helen Leah Reed, Secretaryof the Boston Branch, Cambridge,
2.16
Mass., stamped envelopes . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Edward W. Wheeler, Cambridge,Mass., printing cards for the
PublicationFund
.
........
7.00
.....
E. M. Backus, for collectingmaterialin the South for the Journal
of AmericanFolk-Lore. . . . .
. . . . . . . . .
o10.00
Rebate to the CambridgeBranch, M. L. Fernald, Treasurer
7.5
c c" " Boston
..
"
" A. R. Tisdale,
36.50
0.00
" " " Missouri
" Mrs. L. D. Ames, "
.
12.00
" " " California
" A. L. Kroeber,Acting Treas.
" " " Iowa
E. K. Putnam, Treasurer
"
5.00
50.00
Appropriationby the Council to California Branch . . .
Old Colony Trust Co., Boston, Mass., collecting checks .
2.8o
$1,772.66
Balance to new account . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,600.73
$3,373-39
ELIOT W. REMICK,Treasurer.

This report was duly accepted, and the President nominated a committee, consisting of Messrs. A. M. Tozzer, H. J. Spinden, and R. G.
Fuller, to audit the same.
Upon nomination by the Council, officers were elected; and the following list shows the constitution of the Council, including officers
holding over from previous elections:PRESIDENT,Dr. John R. Swanton, Bureau of Ethnology, Washington,
D. C.
Professor F. N. Robinson, Harvard UniverFIRSTVICE-PRESIDENT,
sity, Cambridge.
Professor Alcie Fortier, Tulane University,
SECOND
VICE-PRESIDENT,
New Orleans.
EDITOROF JOURNAL,Professor Franz Boas, Columbia University,
New York.
PERMANENT SECRETARY,Dr. Alfred M. Tozzer, Harvard University,
Cambridge.
TREASURER, Mr. Eliot W. Remick, Boston.
COUNCILLORS.
(For three years): Professor H. M. Belden, University
of Missouri; Professor E. K. Putnam, Davenport, Iowa; Dr. George A.
Dorsey, Field Museum of Natural History, Chicago. (For two years):
Dr. R. H. Lowie, American Museum of Natural History, New York;
Professor P. E. Goddard,1 University of California; Mrs. Zelia Nuttall,
Mexico City.1 (For one year): Dr. F. A. Golder,1 University of Missouri;
Dr. H. M. Hurd,' Baltimore.
1

Councillorsholdingover.
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The followingare also membersof the Council,either as past Presidents of the Societywithinfive years or as Presidentsof local Branches:
ProfessorG. L. Kittredge,Miss Alice Fletcher,ProfessorA. L. Kroeber,
ProfessorR. B. Dixon, ProfessorF. W. Putnam,ProfessorR. B. Perry,
Mr. CharlesKeeler, Miss MaryA. Owen, ProfessorCharlesB. Wilson,
ProfessorA. C. L. Brown.
On December30 ProfessorR. B. Dixon gave his Presidentialaddress
on "The Mythologyof the Centraland EasternAlgonkins."
The following papers were presented at the meeting of the FolkLore Society:-LOUISE RANDBASCOM, "Ballads and Songs of Western North
Carolina."
DR. C. HART MERRIAM,"Battle of the First People with Dakko,
the Sun God, - a Hamfo Myth."
DR. CLARKWISSLER,"Observations on Esoteric Narratives as the
Source of Myths."
Miss MARYW. F. SPEERS,"The Importance of Recording NegroLore, Dialects, and Melodies."
GEORGEWILL, "Songs of the Western Cowboys."
DR. R. H. LOWIE, "Additional Catch-Words for Mythological

Motives."

F. B. WASHINGTON,"Notes on the Northern Wintun Indians."
LEO FRACHTENBERG,"Traditions of the Coos Indians of Oregon,
collected by H. H. St. Clair, 2d."
DR. C. HART MERRIAM, "Transmigrationin California."
DR. JOHN PEETE CROSS,"Folk-Lore from the SouthernStates."
PHILLIPS BARRY, "Folk-Music in

America."
The following abstractof a portion of the reportof the Permanent
Secretaryto the Councilin regardto the activitiesof the Society and
its conditionwas read and orderedprinted:GENERAL
FINANCIAL
CONDITION
The general financial condition of the Society is only fairly satisfactory. The balance in December, 90o8, shows an increase of about
one hundred dollars over that of December, 1907. This does not by
any means represent the relative strength of the finances in these two
as part of the cost of printyears. In 1907, there was an item of $9oo00.83
the
Ninth
No
Memoir.
were
incurred
this year for Meing
expenses
moirs. The statement of Houghton, Mifflin & Company for receipts
in 1908 for sale of Journal contains several unusual items, such as receipts from foreign agents, which do not come regularly.
The cost of publishing the Journal has increased $217.40 from last
year. I have made an exhaustive study of the cause of this increase
by comparing the detailed bills, and I find that the greater part of it
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is due to an increase in the price of typesetting. This, togetherwith
a slight increasein the cost of corrections,makes up the difference.
A new item appearsalso for the firsttime in 19o8, the cost of reprints
given to authors. A small portion of this amount is met by authors
who ordermorethanthe usualfiftycopiesandby thosewhoordercovers.
The net cost to the Society for reprints amounted to $II119.72. In former

yearsextracopiesof the Journalwere printedat slightexpense,and these
weredividedup and servedas reprints.
There has been a net loss on the Journalof $43.44 during the year.
This would have amounted to much more if we had not received an
unusuallylarge amountfrom the publishersfor the sale of the Journal.
This amountdoes not representthe sum we may expectfromthis source
each year.
From a study of the summaryof the Treasurer'sreport,which is
printed on p. 82, it will be seen that we cannot increase the cost of
publicationwithout a considerableincrease in income. The Journal
is not self-supporting.
SUMMARY OF TREASURER'S STATEMENT, AND COMPARISON WITH
THE YEAR 1907

JournalAccount

1908

1907

Receipts

Dues fromall sources
less rebates
Sales of Journal

801.65

338-36

II39.o01

775-95
650.82

1426.77

Expenses

Manufactureof Journal
Net cost of reprints

133.09
0.00

Gain

PublicationFund
Receipts
Subscriptions
Sale of Memoirs

1133.09

1350.49
119.72

Loss

5.92

143.oo

1470.21

231.00

315.42

47-13

278.13

690.83
690.83
Loss 375.41

0.o00

0.00

172.42

Expenses

"Los Pastores" (partial)

Balance in treasury,Dec. 25,

43.44

Gain 278.13

1906

1907

1908

1,931.oi

1,518.73

1,600.73

MEMBERSHIP

I regretto reportthat the membershiphas fallen off duringthe year.
Last yearwe had 379 members,thisyearthereare358 members,enrolled
on the books, a loss of 21. This loss is mainly due to the failure of the
Arizona Branch to keep alive. There were 34 members in the Branch.
Four remained as members of the general Society.
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This loss of thirty membersfrom Arizona was more than made up
by a gain in otherdirections,so that the net loss is 21 for the year.
A numberof namesof memberswho have never paid dues to the Society have been droppedfrom the lists, and it will take another year
before we can remove from the list all those who are more than two
years in arrears. Severallocal secretariesare not willing to drop these
names, even afterrepeatedwarningsfrom the Treasurerof the Society.
The question of membershipshould be consideredby the Council.
At the presenttime, with the exceptionof the local secretaries,there is
no one whose duty it is to have the question of membershipin mind.
Large areas are not covered by the local Branches,and it is in these
places that workought to be done to increasethe membership.Washington, New York, and Chicago ought to be fruitfulfields for missionary work. There are many names of anthropologists,in addition to
names of those interestedin folk-lorefrom other sides, which are not
on the list of members.
I thereforerespectfullyrequestthe Councilto considerthe appointment of a membershipcommittee, appointedor elected accordingto
their place of residence. In this way differentparts of the countrywill
be covered,and a little work on the part of each memberof the committee would result in an increasein membership,which is needed in
order that the Journal may become self-supporting
CONDITION OF LOCAL BRANCHES

BostonBranch.- There are 94 membersenrolled,a gain of 4 over
the year 1907.

CambridgeBranch.- There is a limit of 40 to membership. This
numberis usually maintained.
California Branch.- The financial conditions of the Branch are
in a much more promisingcondition than at this time last year. The
proceedingsof the Branch have contributedmuch interestingmaterial
to the contents of the Journal. The Societyhas, duringthe past year,
made an appropriationof $50.00 towardthe expensesof the Branchin
the hope of enablingit to organizeits work.
Missouri Branch.- The membershiphas remained the same as
last year.
The annualmeetingof the Branchwas held on February8, at Washington University, St. Louis. There was a morning and afternoon
session,and several papers were read. Many of the contributionswill
appear in the Journal.
Iowa Branch.- The membershiphas remained the same as last
year.
The Branch held a most successful joint meeting at the University
of Iowa on November 5th and 6th, in connection with the Iowa Society
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of the ArchaeologicalInstitute of America and the Iowa Anthropological Society. There were four joint sessions, and a large number
of interestingpapers were presented. Several of these will appear in
the Journal.
Illinois Branch.- The Illinois Branch has been organizedmainly
through the efforts of Professor H. A. V. Jones. ProfessorA. C. L.
Brownof NorthwesternUniversityis presidentof the Branch,Professor
H. A. V. Jones of the Universityof Illinois is secretary.
ArizonaBranch.- It has not been possibleto keep this Branchalive.
The Secretary,Dr. Golder, left Arizona, and no one has been found
to take his place.
A CanadianFolk-LoreSociety has lately been established,and there
is everyreasonto hope that within a shorttime it will be affiliatedwith
the AmericanFolk-Lore Society.
JOURNAL OF AMERICAN FOLK-LORE

I am glad to report an increase in the numberof librariesand colleges subscribingto the Journal. Last year this list numbered io9.
For 1908 the numberis 116. A circularletter was sent out to all the
librarieson the mailing list of HoughtonMifflinCompany'scatalogues.
This resultedin severaladditionsto the list, and in one or two casesfiles
of the Journalwerebought. I proposeat the beginningof 1909 to repeat
this, and to send in addition a list of the librariesalreadysubscribing
for the Journal. This includesall the large librariesand the collegesof
the United States. Each new name on this list means a permanent
additionto the incomeof the Society. There is not the samefluctuation
as in the case of members.
ReportoftheEditor.- Duringthe past yearthe editorhas endeavored
to obtainfor the Journala numberof papersof greaterweight. This has
made it necessaryto print in each numberof the Journal at least one
long paper. Since the numberof pages for each numberis only about
eighty, it is rather difficult to place papers of such length in a single
number, and it seemed advantageous to issue a double number in
midsummer in order to gain room for papers of this type. Unfortunately it is not possible to pursue this policy constantly, because
the interval between issues of the single numberswould be too long,
and also because the regulationsof the Post-Officeforbidthe combination of two numbersinto one. The supply of materialfor the Journal
has increasedso much that it seems impossible to print all the good
papersthat are offerednow in the space of 320 to 360 pages, which are
the limits of the Journal. It seems therefore highly desirable to increase
the Journal to at least 400 pages annually. This, however, would increase the financial burdens of the Society by twenty per cent., and it
does not seem feasible to make this increase in the size of the Journal
unless additional means are forthcoming.
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Thanks to the effortsmade by ProfessorG. L. Kittredgeand others,
a considerableamount of materialrelating to Europeanfolk-lore has
been offered for publicationin the Journal, and it is the hope of the
Editor that this department of the Journal may be considerably
strengthenedin coming years.
Unfortunately,the Departmentof Negro Folk-Lore is still weak,
and it will require considerableeffort to develop it adequatelyand to
stimulatemuch-neededactivity in this direction.
Another departmentof the Journal that requires further development is that of book reviews. The number of books reviewedis entirelyout of proportionin comparisonto the materialpublishedannually,
and reviewsdo not appearsufficientlypromptly. For the development
of this departmentof the Journal the co6perationof students is urgently needed.
The thanks of the Society are due to the considerablenumberof
subscriberswho have contributedto the expense of preparingand
printing the index.
PUBLICATION FUND AND TENTH MEMOIR

By vote of the Council in 1907, the PublicationFund is to be kept
separatefromthat of the otheraccountsof the Society. The Treasurer's
statement will not show this separation of accounts. This was not
deemed necessaryfor the present year, as there has been nothing expended on this account.
By vote of the Councilin 1907, the Tenth Memoiris to be an Index
of the twentyvolumes of the Journal,and the Collectionof Maryland
Folk-Lorewhichwas to constitutethe Tenth Memoirwas placedon the
list of prospectivepublications. The preparationof the index has been
taken up. The Editor reportsprogress,and hopes to be able to send
the manuscriptto the printerabout the end of Februaryof the coming
year.
As I said last year in my report,I think that Memoirsshould come
out at more frequent intervals than in previousyears. Subscriptions
to the Fund come in more readilywhen there is somethingdefiniteto
promiseby way of publication. $231.oo00have been subscribedthis year
for the index.
I suggest to the Councilthe possibilityof dedicatingthe Tenth Memoir, the Index to the twenty volumesof the Journal,to the memory
of Mr. Newell. The twenty volumes are largely the result of his individual efforts, and an index to these writings would serve very appropriatelyas a Memorialto him.
I cannotclose my reportwithoutthankingthe Presidentof the Society
and the Editor of the Journal for their kind co6peration in the work
of the year. The publishers of the Journal have also been ready to
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furnishme with any details in regardto the financialside of the affairs
of the Society.
I can but feel that the Society has startedon a new era of prosperity,
and that the memoryof the founderwill be perpetuatedin an organization and a publicationworthy of him and his associates.
ALFREDM. TOZZER,
PermanentSecretary.
The following recommendationsof the Secretarywere adopted by
the Council: -

The Tenth Memoir,"An Index to the TwentyVolumesof the Journal
of AmericanFolk-Lore,"is to be printedas a MemorialVolumeto the
late William Wells Newell, the Founder of the Society.
It wasresolvedto appointa Committeeon Membership.The President
appointedthe followingCommittee:the Presidentex officio,the Editor
ex officio,the Secretaryex officio,ProfessorFortier,Mrs. J. G. Bourke,
Miss Du Bois, Dr. Gardner,Mrs. McNeil, Mr. S. Hagar, Professor
Prudden,Dr. Dorsey, Dr. Gordon,and Miss Wardle.

