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Review note by Warren E. Roberts, , ,- . .- . . 

Pe,t,er H.. Cousi.ns, Curqtor of Agriculture a t  Greenfield Vil lage and Henry 
Museh,  h a s  produced an- in te  re&ing. +dT useful  i l l u s t r a t e d  pamphlet 

of only nineteen pages on t ~ o  e a r l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  implements, an unusual' plow 

a -  . -  , qnq a sho r t  handled scythe of unusual shape ca l l ed  a s i t h .  H i s  research i s  
b;&d mainly bn actual -  exampies i n  museum *co l lec t ions  and on e a r l y  wr i t t en  
and manuscrip? sources. He seems not  t o  have undertaken any fieldwork but  
it i s  p o s s i b l ~ - - k h a ~  I&eses hro.:iiifikvents we-~t out'. of u s e  so long ago t h a t  
fieldwork would prove t o  be f r u i t l e s s .  d is pamphlet immediately calls - . -._..._. to 

. -@nd s imi la r  - , -  . ,  _ research carr ied  o u t  i n  the  pas t  on northern Europe where there  
" .-has been . f o r s &  10ng'~time deep in te l 'es t  i n  agrgc-*turd implements. . 3Cousins . 

focuses h i s  a t t en t i on  on cu l tu re  areas  and t h i s  o r i en t a t i on  i s  l ikewise  charac- 
t e r i s t i c  of '  nortfiern. Eurogean jf3lkE.fee research.  -.-. . It - is . i n s t r uc t i ve  t o  the folk-  
l i f e  researcher t o  see t h a t  some museum co l lec t ions  i n  the - m t e d  States are 
both l a rge  enough and well enough documented t o  make research of t h i s  s o r t  pos- 
Siible. The id@ma$ion presented, the method of research employed, and the  
data  given o n -  museum' holdings a11 hake t h i s  pamphlet valuable : to  < f o l k l i f e  .re- 
searchers i n  the  United S ta tes ,  
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The ~ i G b l e  Threshing Floor: A Collect ion of ~&%k ~olk&ohg$.  By. EUen Rye.  - -- -7 

pp. xvi + 327, bibliography, YioFes t o  the  songs, map, glossary,  iiidex'tif-Trreek 
t i t l e s  and first l i n e s ,  
~ u $ t i n :  un ivers i ty  o f  Texas Press. for the American Folklore .Society, -1973, 
$12 .so cloth.  

~ev i e r~ed \by  David Kilpatrick: . - .. ..- ----- .-- . -  . . . P I .  . . 
\ 

The t i t l e  of t h i s  book i s  an accurate. ind ica t ion  of the poe t ic  nature ,of,,this 
col lec t ion '  of  110 folkso?g5 co l l e c t ed~~pprox ima te ly  1 0  yewars ago i n  Greece. 

'-'. The author admits t h a t  it i s  not  a I tdefini t ive o r  scholar ly  collection!' .but .  
she has none the  l e s s  provided' us with' an enjoyable and a valuable volume of 
f01kson;;s (including music and t r an s l a t i ons ) ,  many-of which have not. been pre- 
viously avai lable  i n  any o ther  p u i ~ ~ ~ a t i o n .  Its for@$t, rbadabi l i ty ,  and the  
mater ia l  i t s e l f ,  make it an important supplement t o  a study of modern Greek 
T6lksong. Anyone i n t e r e s t ed  i n  t h e - f o l k  music of t h i s  a rea  of the .  wo.rld should - -  - . 
d e f i n i t e l y  add it t o  h i s  l ib ra ry .  

m e  strong po idr 'o f  :the book i s  .tk tex t s .  They a r e  beau t i f u l l y  p r in ted  
Greek with e a s i l y  followed ~ n g l i s h '  t r ans la t ions .  No* attempt ha$ been *made t o  
reproduce t h e  poe t ic  meters o r  rhyme schemes of the Greek o r  to make t h e  English 
t r an s l a t i on  singable, but  the  English t r an s l a t i ons  do maintain the  fo r ce fu l  . . . . 
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