
NOTES AND QUERIES 

DRAGONFLIES, AnTYOM3? 

Anyone in te res ted  i n  o r  knowing of any s p e c i a l  fo lk lo re  a r t i c l e s  o r  l i t e r a r y  
references dealing with dragonfl ies and damselfl ies  i s  please requested t o  
contact  : DR. B . ELWOOD M;OKEGC$fIERY, 906 NORTH CHAUNCEY AVENUE, WEST LAFAYETTE , 
INDIANA 47906. D r .  Montgomery i s  Professor Emeritus o f  Entomology a t  Purdue 
Universi ty and i s  the  compiler of Selysia,  A Newsletter of 0donatblogy ( the  
study of dragonf l ies) ,  and has pubIished anumber of s c h x a r l y _ a r t i k l e s  deal- - ,  

ing  with the  many f o l k  names of the  dragonfly. 

A NOTE ON INTER-OFFICE PTEMO PARODIES 

The v i r t u a l l y  ubiquitous o f f i c e  copier  ( ~ e r o x ,  Thermofax, e t c  . ) has spawned 
a new development i n  t h e  s u b l i t e r a t u r e  of the general broadside t r a d i t i o n .  
Fal l ing  somewhere between the  chain l e t t e r  and the  broadside parody, these  
anonymous and spurious o f f i c e  I1memos," s u r r e p t i t i o u s l y  duplicated and passed 
from hand t o  hand, assume the f ormat--in both appearance and l i t e r a r y .  s tyle-  
of  the  formal in te r -o f f i ce  d i r e c t i v e  and deal  with t o p i c s  of  immediate na- 
t i o n a l  and s o c i a l  i n t e r e s t .  They a r e  o f t en  mi ldly  obscene i n  tone. One 
whole c a t e g ~ r y  of such nmemostt i n  the  1960's d e a l t  with nuclear  f a l l  ou t  shel- 
t e r s  and evacuation procedures. Because of t h e i r  t o p i c a l  and off-col6r nature, 

I these documents a re  i n  c i r c u l a t i o n  f o r  only  a b r i e f  period but  occas ional ly  
they do f ind  t h e i r  way i n t o  company employee publicat ions.  The general  pheno- 
menon seems t o  be nationwide and d a t e s  t o  the  in t roduct ion of photo-copiers 
i n t o  general  o f f i c e  and business use,  By def in i t ion ,  such items neve'r become 
p a r t  of o r a l  t r a d i t i o n ,  but  a r e  transmitted l i t e r a l l y  from hand t o  hand and 

' a r e  conventional i n  form and content. 

The most recent  examole of t h i s  phot~-copy s u b l i t e r a t u r e  deals  with the  cur- 
r e n t  na t ional  co l l eg ia te  fad  of "streaking." This p a r t i c u l a r  example i s  from 
Pampa, Texas, Readers possessing o r  knowing of o t h e r  examples o f  such memo 
parodies on t h i s  and o the r  top ics  a r e  encouraged t o  deposi t  them i n  t h e i r  lo -  

- c a l  archive. 

Apr i l  15, 1974 

TO: ALL O F F 1  CE IUIJAGERS 

FROM : NANAGmE hT 

SUBJECT : STREAKING 



I N  VIE1d OF I\jKJIJIEEROUS Ii'TQUIRLES D Z P A  IrIEADS R A E  HAD 
AS TO COMPANY POSIDOPT O N  +lSTRXAi;IJYG,lt T:-iE IviU!JJ-GE'IENT HAS 
ACOPTED THE FOLLOIJI 1!G P%i;'JUT I O N  : 

Streaking will be permitted, as f o l l o ~ s :  
Female employees w i l l  stree!; oil 064 'dc;,-s . 
Males on even days, 

- -  On payday, a l -1  emp1oyc:es m;- stryal:, su5j?ct  t c  ths followin?: 

1. Girls who h a w  ta tcoc  on 4hc 13~,:3r h?l f  of t h e i r  bodies such a s  
. .. .- ! ~ $ g ~ k  it t o  me" o r  lr r .~$a% you ?ec i s  what jrcu p t *  will n3t be 

permitted .to,streak, d.le , - t o  i n s ~ c ~ t i o n  reglllakionsb 
- - - . ---- ----- - - . - -- ._ ___ _ ______- _-_____ - . . -  

- r  7 

2. Men with tat i ibs suc3 - a s  lll,at it: z;L!. hzng o ~ ~ t ' l  w i l l  not  bc 
permitted t o  s t r e a k .  Also, '  m2ri  ;-.'.-:-:I t - tcos  01 bu-t tcrf l- ies ,  
roses  o r  e lves  w i l l  s t r e ~ k  ti-itll fz:rlcol_cs, 

Junior executives mzy c a r r y  t h c i r  b r i e ?  c?.s?s :i?ile s t m a k i n g ;  
however, the  usual  r u l e  ~ p p l i c  E --JV-nior exccu-Yvm m2.y never 
ca r ry  any business pa?er., - b u t  nay c a r r y  t3.e usua!., such a s  box 
of Kleenex, lunch, wife s shoppbni;. list, and Playboy I.!nyazines. 

. . -  - i . 4. . G i r l s  with bus t  si-6 l a r g e r  thsn 362 nu& i" ;e~r  a bra-, i!hile ilf 
- . f i l e  ,>area, . o r  sround any_ &TO-r r:.-.chines. ~ l r l s -  sma?iler*' than 136~ 

. , ,  s , '  . . should not traj;  to inp?p-n~s @ES~I e by k a r i n g  'a bra. - 
* i , A  

. -- . . , ..-, , - -  

-. : 9,. -- ~f you s t r e a k  i n  ar)y &a' itflcrc focd is '  'served, you nust. utegi. two 
. h a i r  ne t s  , The sa r : i l  b.: .sw.i!.~.b!.e i n  the  tssndi:~[: rcechine , , - . .  'by'. the 

...- - .  . ,  c a f e t e r i a ,  
2 - . , 

>.+-- S-r,., -,-, - ' .  - <  
f i - -  1 I - ,  

- . - 6, ..,, .,In the event y o l r  ;hyciczl r.9.lre-ur, 1s ~v-c?i  t h a t  -:+okr , seYbannot  
.. -,-- - .. .- - be determj-nec', such as i"1.r.t chrs-:; -for ~;.rls, or lono hair on boys, . . 

r -. . - - ryo~- ,muat  wear a tag stzt in; :  "1 2.:. E 130:-" o r  1 1 1  ;in 2 g i r l . "  Tags 
. - . - ,  - .  , w i l l  be. a t tached on g i r l s  ~ i t h  h35-z s i n  c? c l i p ;  oh Boys with 

rubber I .bend, A Please ret l l rn 92307 c l j  p-, all< rl*'akr bands t o  s t a t i o n -  
. . e r y  suppl ies  af t e?  yo-1 f?-:i-fi Q-t-1 ?~~I:.i.rir;, . 

.i - .. . - t  - 

7. G i r l s m a y w c a r  j ~ w e l ~ y : d ? i l c  st:z?.kin;, b u t i i n n o  event s h o u l d t h e y  
- .- - <  .- . , bend.-over t o .  r e t r i e v c  it, -Ls30ulc! it f 3.11. (DVE t 9  insurance r e p -  

. - . .  r, A r  

r C  ':St : : lat ions;) , -  - . - .. 
. . ' . . ,  . 

1. ', * + J r  

- .. 2 - 8. . - No- female b e y ~ n ?  he18 ~s~r.ii~th m3n-21 of pregn2.n~ y, - o r  th .ose  i r i s h i ~ g  
t. . . ,. - , t o  become p r e g n m t  , r7ay s i r 0  al;, 

' 
. . v  ; 

No mixed st-?n,akinz i n  d?rl: hzl11rs.y~~ 'Drocm cl.osets, o r  unc'ier desks, 

Sylvia  Ann Cr~ider  
~ o l k l o r e  1 n s t i t u t i  ' ' 

1nikk .n~ Ur6.versity 
~Icc'riin:-ton, InZiana 




