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NOTES AND QUERIES

DRAGONFLIES, ANYONE?

Anyone interested in or knowing of any special folklore articles or literary
references dealing with dragonflies and damselflies is please requested to
contact: DR. B. ELWOOD MONTGOMERY, 906 NORTH CHAUNCEY AVENUE, WEST LAFAYETTE,
INDIANA L7906. Dr. Montgomery is Professor Emeritus of Entomology at Purdue
University and is the compiler of Selysia, A Newsletter of Odonatology (the
study of dragonflies), and has published a number of scholarly artitles deal-
ing with the many folk names of the dragonfly.

A NOTE ON INTER-OFFICE MEMO PARODIES

The virtually ubiquitous office copier (Xerox, Thermofax, etc.) has spawned

a new development in the subliterature of the general broadside tradition.,
Falling somewhere between the chain letter and the broadside parody, these
anonymous and spurious office "memos," surreptitiously duplicated and passed
from hand to hand, assume the format--in both appearance and literary style--—
of the formal inter-office directive and deal with topics of immediate na-
tional and social interest. They are often mildly obscene in tone. One

whole category of such "memos" in the 1960's dealt with nuclear fall out shel-
ters and evacuation procedures. Because of their topical and off-colédr nature,
“these documents are in circulation for only a brief period but occasionally
they do find their way into company employee publications. The general pheno-
menon seems to be nationwide and dates to the introduction of photo-copiers
into general office and business use. By definition, such items neveér become
part of oral tradition, but are transmitted literally from hand to hand and
‘«are conventlonal in form: and content

The most recent example of this photo-copy subliterature deals with the cur-
rent national collegiate fad of "streaking." This particular example is from
Pampa, Texas. Readers possessing or knowing of other examples of such memo
parodies on this and other topics are encouraged to dep031t them in their lo-
- cal archive,

April 15, 197L
TO: ALL OFFICE MANAGERS
FROM : MANAGEMENT

SUBJECT ¢ STREAKING
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IN VIEW OF NUMEZROUS INQUIRIES DEPARTMENT HEADS FHAVE HAD
AS TO COMPANY POSITION ON V"STREAKING," THE MANAGEMENT HAS
ADOPTED THE FOLLOWLI!G PEGHULATION:

Streaking will be permitted, as follows:
Female employees will streak on odi deys.
Males on even days.

¢ On payday, all employﬁ s mar streak, subjzct te the_followinv-
L '1, - Glrls who havu tatcos.an the Iower half of their bodles such as
e o "sock it to me” or. "Uhau you &ee is wahat you g2ty will not be

permltted to strea&,rcue to 1nupevuﬂon rcgulationss

2. Men w1th tatoos uuch as_"lﬂt 1 AlT hang out! will not be
permitted to streak.” Also, men "1 tatoos of butterflies,
roses or elves will streck with femeles,

3. Junior executives may carry their briefl cases while streaking;
however, the usual rule applies--Junior exccutvives mey never
carry any business paper, but may carry the usu2l, such as box
of Kleenex, lunch, wifec's shopping list, and Playboy lagazines.

. ;ﬁiil--Glrls w1th bust 31"9 i¢“ger t an 36 muSu ﬂeur'a bra, While in
oo s .file area, .or around any . Yerox rachines. GLrl 'smafler Lhan 36B
Do should not. tx ﬁo wmprOS° pedp]e by vcarlns a bra. o

- aS,;,_“If you. streak in eny area 1n“ré foed 15“‘é%vei you must wear two
s, - halr nets.w lbese v1ll ke avella bWe in tqe vﬂndlﬂn mpchlne by the
S If cafeterla.v - _— ~ :

In thé évehﬂ'yon* rhyeical male-up is such that yotr”sex gannot

9 be determaned uuch agtflat chest for girls, or lonc nalr on boys,

o ”,v¢“,75»youkmust vear a tag stating "I za a %ovﬂ or ”I Qm 1rl " Tags

o7 e -will be attacheu on girls with hair pl ~ paper cllp, ‘on Bo¥sg with

Lo rubber Jband. Please retuwrh naper clip qmd,ruober odnds to statlon—
erysthﬁuafmv§©1¢ﬂ1d1cw>ﬂm

..r”?‘v‘)
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7. Girls may wcar jewelry while strseking, but in no event chould they
.~ bend.over to.retrieve it. shoulc it fell. (Due to insurance regu-
latlons ),, Peil BT TR e

.

No female beyond her sﬁvmntn moquﬂ op p*egnancy, d“ those W1shlng
to become pregnent, may stresl.

See

9. No mixed streaking in dar%k hollways, brocm closets, or under desks.,

Sylvia Ann Crider .
Folklore Instituté
Indiane University

" Bloomineton, Indiana

I

B






