
NOTES AND QUERIES 

DRAGONFLIES, AnTYOM3? 

Anyone in te res ted  i n  o r  knowing of any s p e c i a l  fo lk lo re  a r t i c l e s  o r  l i t e r a r y  
references dealing with dragonfl ies and damselfl ies  i s  please requested t o  
contact  : DR. B . ELWOOD M;OKEGC$fIERY, 906 NORTH CHAUNCEY AVENUE, WEST LAFAYETTE , 
INDIANA 47906. D r .  Montgomery i s  Professor Emeritus o f  Entomology a t  Purdue 
Universi ty and i s  the  compiler of Selysia,  A Newsletter of 0donatblogy ( the  
study of dragonf l ies) ,  and has pubIished anumber of s c h x a r l y _ a r t i k l e s  deal- - ,  

ing  with the  many f o l k  names of the  dragonfly. 

A NOTE ON INTER-OFFICE PTEMO PARODIES 

The v i r t u a l l y  ubiquitous o f f i c e  copier  ( ~ e r o x ,  Thermofax, e t c  . ) has spawned 
a new development i n  t h e  s u b l i t e r a t u r e  of the general broadside t r a d i t i o n .  
Fal l ing  somewhere between the  chain l e t t e r  and the  broadside parody, these  
anonymous and spurious o f f i c e  I1memos," s u r r e p t i t i o u s l y  duplicated and passed 
from hand t o  hand, assume the f ormat--in both appearance and l i t e r a r y .  s tyle-  
of  the  formal in te r -o f f i ce  d i r e c t i v e  and deal  with t o p i c s  of  immediate na- 
t i o n a l  and s o c i a l  i n t e r e s t .  They a r e  o f t en  mi ldly  obscene i n  tone. One 
whole c a t e g ~ r y  of such nmemostt i n  the  1960's d e a l t  with nuclear  f a l l  ou t  shel- 
t e r s  and evacuation procedures. Because of t h e i r  t o p i c a l  and off-col6r nature, 

I these documents a re  i n  c i r c u l a t i o n  f o r  only  a b r i e f  period but  occas ional ly  
they do f ind  t h e i r  way i n t o  company employee publicat ions.  The general  pheno- 
menon seems t o  be nationwide and d a t e s  t o  the  in t roduct ion of photo-copiers 
i n t o  general  o f f i c e  and business use,  By def in i t ion ,  such items neve'r become 
p a r t  of o r a l  t r a d i t i o n ,  but  a r e  transmitted l i t e r a l l y  from hand t o  hand and 

' a r e  conventional i n  form and content. 

The most recent  examole of t h i s  phot~-copy s u b l i t e r a t u r e  deals  with the  cur- 
r e n t  na t ional  co l l eg ia te  fad  of "streaking." This p a r t i c u l a r  example i s  from 
Pampa, Texas, Readers possessing o r  knowing of o t h e r  examples o f  such memo 
parodies on t h i s  and o the r  top ics  a r e  encouraged t o  deposi t  them i n  t h e i r  lo -  

- c a l  archive. 
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