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A t .  f i r s t  .glance, modern jazz such a s  t h a t  p-]--formed by  Dave Brubeck might 
not seem t o  have much r e l a t i a n  t o  f o l k  music. However, t r a d i t i o n a l  jazz, 
which developed i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of t h i s  century, was b a s i c a l l y  an u r b a n z  
f o l k  music. Since t h e n  jazz has  become much more complex; and ye t  s t i l l  
evident  today a re  t h e  s t rong r o o t s  of jazz  i n  t h e  Afro-American f o l k  musical 
t r a d i t i o n .  !ritness, f o r  example, t he  blue t o n a l i t y  and t h e  an t iphonal  
and r e sponsor i a l  forms which modern jazz has  maintained from i t s  a-.tecedent, 
t r a d i t i o n a l  jazz.  And one could make a case t h a t  s ince  jazz i s  most ly  
improvised, each jazz performance i s  a v a r i a n t .  

This  album presen t s  p i a n i s t  Brubeck and h i s  t h r e e  sons i n  a program of 
r e v i t a l i z e d  o l d e r  ma te r i a l  and some i n t e r e s t i n g  nei-7 p i e c e s .  On both "Three 
t o  Get Ready" and "Blue Rondo a l a  Turk" t h e  c a l l  and response device o f  
lltradingll measures between Brubeck and o t h e r  s o l o i s t s  i s  used t o  good , 

advtintage . The l a t t e r  number, c n which v i o l i n ,  e l e c t r i c  piano, g u i t a r ,  
and harmonica a r e  t o  be heard, becomes an e c l e c t i c  t o w  de f o r c e ,  with changes 
of meter,  a walking bass  s e c t i o n ,  and an e l e c t r i c  b lues  sect ior . .  . The o t h e r  
h i g h l i g h t  i s  "Thank You ( ~ z i e k u j e ) , ~ !  a haunting b a l l a d  ( i n  t h e  popular-song 
sense of  t h a t  term) which Brubeck p lays  a s  a piano solo.  , 


