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FOLK STUDIES 373: FOLKLORE & THE MEDIA 

FALL SEMESTER 2009, MONDAY 1:50-4:35   

 

Instructor: Timothy H. Evans 

Office: FAC 245 

Office Hours: Wednesday 1-3, Thursday 9-11, or by appointment.  

Phone: (207) 745-5897 (office) or 745-6549 (Folk Studies/Anthropology Department, to leave 

messages) 

E-mail: Tim.Evans@wku.edu 

Mailbox for papers, messages, etc.: FAC 237 

 

Graduate Assistant: Cynthia Cotton 

E-mail: Cynthia.Cotton547@wku.edu 

Office hours: by appointment 

Mailbox: FAC 237 

 

Modern forms of expression and communication are complex, varying from face-to-face 

interaction (including most folklore) to standardized mass media (TV, films, CDs, magazines, 

video games, comics) to electronic forms that are both personal and global (blogs, social 

networking sites).  This course will examine contemporary forms of folklore and mass and 

electronic media, the ways they interact, the complex ways they shape communication and 

creativity, and such issues as ideology, corporate dominance of the media in the U.S., 

representation of race, ethnicity, gender, social class and other hot topics, and fan cultures and 

electronic communities.  New technologies are constantly changing the ways we communicate 

and express ourselves, and yet these new forms of communication and community are in many 

ways extensions of old, folkloric forms that have been around for a very long time. 

 

Be warned that this class will occasionally deal with material that is obscene or inflammatory in 

content (e.g., racist, sexist, homophobic, violent).  The intention is not to promote such material 

but to deal in a critical way with the realities of North American (and global) culture. 

   

I reserve the right to make changes in the class schedule as needed, but I will not add major 

writing assignments or exams.  I may add occasional short readings or hand outs, or homework 

assignments that will be used in class discussions.  I will not change exam dates unless the 

university shuts down, and in the event that I change due dates on readings or papers, I will make 

them due later, not earlier. 

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

 

1. Class participation (15% of final grade).  This includes attendance, general participation and 

asking questions, as well as participation in organized classroom activities.  To participate, you 

will need to keep up with the readings.      
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2. Five short assignments (25% of final grade, 5% each).  There will be five short assignments to 

be handed in and/or presented in class.  They will be described in more detail in class; due dates 

on the schedule.   

 

3. Semester project (20% of final grade).  A research based project on a topic of your own 

choosing (but I must approve it).  A one page project proposal is due on October 5th.  The 

assignment will be explained in more detail in class handouts. 

 

4. Exams: midterm and final (40% of final grade, 20% each).  Exams are essay and short answer 

(not multiple choice, fill in the blank or true/false), and are open book/note. That doesn=t mean 

they are easy.  I reserve the right to give pop quizzes if I feel that students are not keeping up 

with the reading. 

 

Unexcused late assignments will be marked down a third of a grade per day (i.e., the difference 

between an A- and a B+, or a B+ and a B).  I will accept two unexcused late assignments; after 

that, I will no longer accept unexcused late assignments. 

 

DISABILITY POLICY 

 

Students with disabilities who require accommodations (academic adjustments and/or auxiliary 

aids or services) for this course must contact Student Disability Services, DUC A-200, phone 

(270) 745-5004, TDD 745-3030.  Please DO NOT request accommodations from the professor 

without first getting a letter of accommodation from Student Disability Services.  But please do 

talk to your professor, as early in the semester as possible. 

 

ATTENDANCE POLICY 

 

Students who miss class should bring notes from doctors, coaches, or someone who can testify 

that the absence was unavoidable.  Students are allowed one unexcused absence.  After that, two 

points (out of one hundred for the class) will be deducted for each unexcused absence.  Students 

who arrive late should check with me after class to make sure your arrival was noted.  Leaving at 

the mid class break will count as an absence, unless you have a good reason.  Please see the note 

on swine flu at the end of the syllabus. 
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POPULAR CULTURE MAJOR 

 

This course counts as a required course for the major in Popular Culture Studies.  This program 

offers WKU undergraduates the chance to broaden their understanding of the arts and culture of 

everyday life including such areas as television, film, music, sports, advertising, customs and 

rituals. Through innovative interdisciplinary coursework the major helps students critically analyze 

a wide range of popular cultural forms, their uses by audiences, and their impact on the broader 

social, political and economic landscape. If you are interested in learning more about this exciting 

and innovative program, contact your instructor or check out the Popular Culture Studies website 

at www.wku.edu/pop. 

 

FOLKLORE MINOR AND FOLK STUDIES CLUB 

 

Undergraduates at WKU have a rare opportunity to take a variety of folklore courses and also to 

minor in Folklore.  A Folklore Minor is fun, challenging, and gives a unique perspective on 

contemporary American life.  It also helps develop important critical and problem solving skills 

for use in the complex personal, social, occupational and political environments in which we live 

and work.  These skills will make you a better candidate for employment, for admission into 

graduate programs in many fields, and for advancement on just about any career path.  Courses 

include Cultural Diversity, Urban Folklore, Foodways, Roots of Southern Culture, Folk Art, 

Supernatural Folklore, African-American Folklore, and many others.  The Department of Folk 

Studies and Anthropology also offers an M.A. in Folklore.  For more information, see any Folk 

Studies faculty member or go to http://www.wku.edu/pcal/folk-studies. 

 

READINGS 

 

Many of the readings are available online.  The URLs are given on the class schedule, below.  

Other readings are available in a class reader that can be purchased at Staples, 1680 Campbell 

Lane (in a strip mall with Barnes & Noble), (270) 746-0711.  It is best to call your order in before 

you pick it up.  You will need to mention the class number and name, and your professor’s name. 

 Be sure they have the right class – Professor Evans has more than one class reader there.  

Readings from the Class Reader are marked CR on the schedule. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.wku.edu/pop
http://www.wku.edu/pcal/folk-studies
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WEBSITES.  Students are encouraged to check out folklore and popular culture related websites, 

including: 

 

FOLKLORE: 

WKU Department of Folk Studies and Anthropology - http://www.wku.edu/pcal/fsa 

Kentucky Folklife Program - http://history.ky.gov/sub.php?pageid=77&sectionid=15 

American Folklore Society - http://afsnet.org 

American Folklife Center, Library of Congress - http://lcweb.loc.gov/folklife/ 

Smithsonian Center for Folklife and Cultural Heritage - http://www.folklife.si.edu/index.html 

Folkstreams (folklore film streaming) - http://www.folkstreams.net/ 

C.A.R.T.S. (Cultural Resources for Teachers and Students) - http://www.carts.org 

NewFolk: New Directions in Folklore (online journal) - 

http://www.temple.edu/english/isllc/newfolk/journal.html 

Snopes (Urban legend website) – http://www.snopes.com/ 

Folklore Research Guide, WKU library -

http://www.wku.edu/Library/dlps/rsrchguides/dept/html/folk.htm* 

WKU Folklife Archives - http://www.wku.edu/Library/dlsc/mscripts.htm 

*You may have to go to the library webpage - http://www.wku.edu/Library/ - click on Aresearch 

guides@, then click on AFolk Studies@.  

 

POPULAR CULTURE/MASS MEDIA: 

WKU Popular Culture Studies - http://www.wku.edu/pop 

Popular Culture Association/American Culture Association - http://pcaaca.org/ 

Henry Jenkins’ blog - http://www.henryjenkins.org/ 

MIT Convergence Culture Consortium - http://convergenceculture.org/ 

Pop Matters - http://www.popmatters.com/ 

Media Commons - http://mediacommons.futureofthebook.org/imr/ 

Refractory: a Journal of Entertainment Media. http://blogs.arts.unimelb.edu.au/refractory/ 

AvantGame (game designer Jane McGonigal’s website) - http://www.avantgame.com/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://history.ky.gov/sub.php?pageid=77&sectionid=15
http://www.carts.org/
http://www.temple.edu/english/isllc/newfolk/journal.html
http://www.snopes.com/
http://www.wku.edu/pop
http://pcaaca.org/
http://www.henryjenkins.org/
http://convergenceculture.org/
http://www.popmatters.com/
http://mediacommons.futureofthebook.org/imr/
http://blogs.arts.unimelb.edu.au/refractory/
http://www.avantgame.com/
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 SCHEDULE OF CLASSES 

 

PART I. INTRODUCTION. 

 

8/31.  Syllabus, introductions, preliminary issues. 

 

9/7. Labor Day – No Class! 

 

9/14, 9/21. Folklore/Popular Culture: basic concepts. 

Read: American Folklore Society webpage.  Read the online article “What is Folklore?” and the 

definitions of folklore that follow; browse through the other articles listed to the left.  

http://afsnet.org/aboutfolklore/aboutFL.cfm 

 American Folklife Center webpage.  Read the online article “What is Folklife?” and 

browse through the links, photos and musical selections.  

http://www.loc.gov/folklife/whatisfolklife.html 

 Wikipedia: Popular Culture. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Popular_culture 

 Henry Jenkins’ blog: browse through the archives, read a few articles that interest you. 

http://www.henryjenkins.org/ 

 Popular Culture Association.  Browse through the specialty areas: 

http://pcaaca.org/areas/areas.php 

 

9/14. Assignment: Find an article that interests you on Henry Jenkins’ blog.  Give a group 

report in class (ten minute maximum) on what it is and why it interests you. 

 

9/28. Mass & Electronic Media: Basic Concepts. 

Read: Annabelle Sreberny-Mohammadi, “Forms of Media as Ways of Knowing.” CR 

 Richard Kurin, “Folklife in Contemporary Multicultural Society.” CR 

 Henry Jenkins, “Introduction” to Convergence Culture: Where old and New Media 

Collide. CR 

 

9/28. Assignment: Keep a log of your use of mass or electronic media for the week prior to 

class. 

 

10/5. Folklore in the Media: Mass media. 

 Mikel J. Koven, “Folklore and Film.” CR. 

 Neil Gaiman, selection from The Sandman. CR. 

 “Anime and Popular Culture: Interview with Bill Ellis:” 

http://www.theofantastique.com/2007/09/24/anime-and-popular-culture-interview-with-bill-ellis/  

 Amanda Carson Banks & Elizabeth E. Wein, “Folklore and the Comic Book: the 

Traditional Meets the Popular.” http://www.temple.edu/english/isllc/newfolk/comics1.html 

 

10/5. Assignment: One page proposal for semester project.  

http://afsnet.org/aboutfolklore/aboutFL.cfm
http://www.loc.gov/folklife/whatisfolklife.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Popular_culture
http://www.henryjenkins.org/
http://pcaaca.org/areas/areas.php
http://www.theofantastique.com/2007/09/24/anime-and-popular-culture-interview-with-bill-ellis/
http://www.temple.edu/english/isllc/newfolk/comics1.html
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10/12. Folklore in the Media: Internet. 

Bill Ellis, “Making a Big Apple Crumble: the Role of Humor in Constructing a Global Response 

to Disaster.”  http://www.temple.edu/english/isllc/newfolk/bigapple/bigapple1.html 

Fernback, Jan. “Legends on the Net: An Examination of Computer-Mediated Communications as 

a Locus of Oral Culture.” CR. 

Roger Rosenblatt, “Ah, Cyberspace! How Do We Want to Live?” 

http://nationalhumanitiescenter.org/ideasv51/rosen.htm 

 

10/12. Assignment: Turn in your collection of folklore in the mass media or electronic 

media. 

 

10/19. Fan Cultures. 

Liz Locke, “Don’t Dream It, Be It:” the Rocky Horror Picture Show as Cultural Performance.” 

http://www.temple.edu/english/isllc/newfolk/rhps1.html 

Lynn Gelfand, “Haunted Worlds: Narrative, Ritual and Carnival in Gothic Role-Playing Games.”  

http://www.temple.edu/english/isllc/newfolk/gothrpg1.html 

Henry Jenkins, “Star Trek Rerun, Reread, Rewritten: Fan Writing as Textual Poaching.” CR 

 

10/26. Midterm Exam. 

 

11/2. Sports Fans. 

Publius, “A Defense of Kentucky Basketball.” 

http://obsidianwings.blogs.com/obsidian_wings/2009/04/a-defense-of-kentucky-basketball.html 

Scott Stossel, “The Tragedy of ’04: Did You Ever Find Yourself Secretly Wishing the Red Sox 

Had Lost Last October?” 

http://www.boston.com/sports/baseball/redsox/articles/2005/08/28/the_tragedy_of_04/?page=2 

Julianne Malveaux, “Gladiators, Gazelles and Groupies: Basketball Love and Loathing.” CR 

 

11/9. Virtual communities. 

McGonigal, Jane. “Growing Up Gamer.” 

http://www.avantgame.com/growing_up_gamer_mcgonigal_sept2008.pdf 

Carrie Iwan, “The Church of the Flying Spaghetti Monster: Traditionalizing is Cyberspace.” 

http://www.venganza.org/2008/05/22/traditionalizing-in-cyberspace/ 

Alex Mitchell, “Narrative Production and Interactive Storytelling.” 

http://blogs.arts.unimelb.edu.au/refractory/2008/05/23/narrative-production-and-interactive-

storytelling-alex-mitchell/ 

Dale Hudson, “Between Consumerism and Resistance, Outreach and Exclusion: Online Vampire 

Subcultures.” http://blogs.arts.unimelb.edu.au/refractory/2004/06/17/between-consumerism-and-

resistance-outreach-and-exclusion-online-vampire-subcultures-dale-hudson/ 

 

 

http://www.temple.edu/english/isllc/newfolk/bigapple/bigapple1.html
http://nationalhumanitiescenter.org/ideasv51/rosen.htm
http://www.temple.edu/english/isllc/newfolk/rhps1.html
http://www.temple.edu/english/isllc/newfolk/gothrpg1.html
http://obsidianwings.blogs.com/obsidian_wings/2009/04/a-defense-of-kentucky-basketball.html
http://www.boston.com/sports/baseball/redsox/articles/2005/08/28/the_tragedy_of_04/?page=2
http://www.avantgame.com/growing_up_gamer_mcgonigal_sept2008.pdf
http://www.venganza.org/2008/05/22/traditionalizing-in-cyberspace/
http://blogs.arts.unimelb.edu.au/refractory/2008/05/23/narrative-production-and-interactive-storytelling-alex-mitchell/
http://blogs.arts.unimelb.edu.au/refractory/2008/05/23/narrative-production-and-interactive-storytelling-alex-mitchell/
http://blogs.arts.unimelb.edu.au/refractory/2004/06/17/between-consumerism-and-resistance-outreach-and-exclusion-online-vampire-subcultures-dale-hudson/
http://blogs.arts.unimelb.edu.au/refractory/2004/06/17/between-consumerism-and-resistance-outreach-and-exclusion-online-vampire-subcultures-dale-hudson/
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11/16. Representation: race, ethnicity, religion. 

Marsha Woodbury, “Media Stereotypes of Jews: From JAPs to MDs.” CR 

Carla Johnson, “The Schlemiel and the Schlimazl in Seinfeld.” CR 

Clint C. Wilson II and Felix Gutierrez, “Advertising and People of Color.” CR 

 

11/16. Assignment: Bring examples of media stereotypes. 

 

11/23. Representation: social class. 

Diana Kendall, “Framing Class, Vicarious Living, and Conspicuous Consumption.” CR 

Gregory Mantsios, “Media Magic: Making Class Invisible.” CR 

Richard Butsch, “Ralph, Fred, Archie And Homer: Why television keeps re-creating the white 

male working class buffoon.” CR 

 

11/30. Representation: gender. 

Janice A. Radway, “Women Read the Romance: The Interaction of Text and Context.” CR 

Jean Kilbourne, “The More You Subtract, the More You Add: Cutting Girls Down to Size.” CR 

Naomi Wolf, “The Beauty Myth.” CR 

 

12/7. From Folk to Global. 

Todd Gitlin, “Under the Sign of Mickey Mouse & Co.” CR 

 

12/7. Assignment: Semester projects due. 

 

12/14 (Monday), 1-3.  Final Exam. 
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FLU POLICY 

 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention is predicting a serious flu season this fall-winter. 

The CDC predicts that seasonal flu and swine/H1N1 flu will reach epidemic proportions, as 

happened last year. Students are encouraged to take precautions against the flu: sneeze or cough 

into a tissue and dispose of the tissue appropriately, wash hands frequently, use alcohol-based 

hand sanitizer, avoid touching one’s eyes and nose, avoid contact with sick individuals, get 

adequate rest, and eat a nutritious diet. At-risk individuals (65 years and older, pregnant women, 

and people of any age with certain chronic medical conditions) are encouraged to get vaccinated. 

Be alert for flu symptoms: fever, cough, sore throat, runny or stuffy nose, body aches, headache, 

chills, fatigue, and possibly diarrhea and vomiting. 

 

If you are sick with flu-like illness, the CDC recommends that you stay home for at least 24 hours 

after your fever is gone except to get medical care or for other necessities. (The fever should be 

gone without the use of a fever-reducing medicine.) Keep away from others as much as possible 

to keep from making others sick. Students who receive medical treatment or are caregivers for 

their ill children should provide me with written documentation so the absence will be excused. 

For students without medical insurance, please provide whatever documentation you can (e.g., 

notes from parents).  


