
oppor tuni ty  t o  know what one another  i s  doing i n  t h e  way o f  r e sea rch  
work r e l a t e d  t o  Asian f o l k l o r e ,  I expect  t o  complete t h i s  l i s t  wi th in  
approximately six months, a t  which time I s h a l l  provide each con t r ibu to r  
with a copy ( a  donat ion o f  25$ would be apprec ia ted  t o  de f ray  t h e  c o s t s  
which a r e  involved) .  If you a r e  i n t e r e s t e d ,  p lease  answer t h e  ques t ions  
below : 

1. ~ r e a ( s ' )  of  i n t e r e s t  ( v i z . ,  E a s t  Asia, Southeast  Asia, South Asia, 
Cent ra l  Asia,  and/or West Asia,  inc luding  t h e  count ry  ( - i e s )  o f  your 
s tudy) ;  

2, Your name; 

3. ~ o u k  address ,  both temporary and permanent, i nc lud ing  your te lephone 
nurnber(s); and, 

4. Your research  o r  academic s p e c i a l i t y ( - i e s )  . 
Correspondence should be addressed t o :  

M r .  John Wm, S c h i f f e l e r  
Un ive r s i ty  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  
Center f o r  Chinese S t u d i e s  
Barrows Ha l l ,  Room 12 
Berkeley, C a l i f o r n i a  94720 

FOLKLORE VS , FAKE LORI3 --AGAIN 13;I, AGAIN 

I n  t h e  ~ o ' l k l o r e  Forum f o r  January 1973% Kei th  Cunningham w r i t e s  about a  
recurrence of  the  f ake lo re  is'sue su r f  acing i n  t h e  na t ion !  s newspapers i n  
t h e  f a l l  of  192. He r e f e r s  t o  a p iece  devoted t o  t h e  sub jec t  by Russe l l  
Kirk i n  h i s  syndica ted  column "To t h e  Point ,"  i n  an Orlando, F lo r ida ,  
paper, and t o  a n  e d i t o r i a l  p r i n t e d  i n  t h e  S t .  Lopis Pos t  Dispatch of  August 

-d 

13 on t h e  same gene ra l  theme, but  c r e d i t e d  t o  t h e  Wall S t r e e t  Journa l .  -- But he could not  l o c a t e  such an a r t i c l e  i n  t h a t  paper,  and asked t h e  
r eade r s  o f  t h e  Forum i f  such an  a r t i c l e  had a p p e a ~ e d .  

Yes, it was p r i n t e d  on August 2, and I rece ived  more feedback from it 
than  from any previous  a i r i n g  o f  t h e  f ake lo re  ques t ion i  On August 13 
I happened t o  be i n  a  l awyer ' s  o f f i c e  i n  Bloomington and was in t roduced 
t o  an  a t t o r n e y  who sa id ,  "Oh yes, I was reading about you yesterday,  ' 1  

l oca ted  the item, t o r e  it o u t  and gave it t o  me. For  several  months 

9 6 :1, pp, 44-45 : l lFolklore vs. F a k e l ~ r e - - A g a i n , ~ ~  



t h e r e a f t e r  persons i n  and out  of  academic l .2fe kept  r e f e r r i n g  t o  the 
s to ry ,  u sua l ly  wi th  g ~ e a t  glee as a dar ing  i c o n o c l a s t i c  a t t a c k  on Paul  
Bunyan add a i l .  h i s  kin. ' Actual ly  t h e  ark. icle  was completely o l d  hat-- 
twenty-two years  ' t o  be exact--since my o r i g i n a l  s tatement  on "Follilore 
and Fakelorell appeared i n  t h e  American Mercury i n  1950. When James 
Carberry c a l l e d  me from Los Angeles one day i n  1971 and asked f o r  
information on t h e  f ake lo re  bus iness ,  I gave -him s o m e  elementary s t u f f .  
A newspaper r e p o r t e r  who had taken an-evening course i n  f o l k l o r e  a t  

' 

UCLA, he thought he could do a  s a l a b l e  f e a t u r e  on t h e  t o p i c ,  A year  
l a t e r  t h e  Idall S t r e e t  Jou rna l  c a r r i e d  Carber ry ls  s ensa t ibna l  r eve la t ion .  - - . . 

The Journal  shares  t h e  s p o t l i g h t  wi th  t h e  New York Times and t h e  
Washington Pos t  a s  j lkerical s most' i n f l u e n t i a l  newspapers. . Trying t o  
reshape i t s  image from t h a t  of  a b loodless  f i n a n c i a l  shee t ,  -the jou rna l  
seeks o u t  c o l o r f u l  genera l  news s t o r i e s  t o  t i t i l l a t e  i t s  money-minded 
c l i e n t e l e .  It was t h e  Wall .S t r ee t  Journdl  t h a t  back i n  1961 r i d i c u l e d  - 
f o l k l o r e  a s  a r e c i p i e n t  of  fe l lowships  under t h e  National  Defense 
Education Act and induced congressmen t o  e l imina te  g r a n t s  t o  f o l k l o r e  
i n  t h e  r e v i s e d  a c t ,  Newspapers a l l  over t h e  count ry  r e p r i n t e d  and 
editorialized upon t h e  Journal  a r t i c l e s  on f o l k l o r e  i n  1961 and aga in  
i n  1972'. ' 

Meanwhile ,-concurrent ly 1~6th Carberry ' s  a r t i c l e ,  t h e  column of  Russe l l  
Kirk was e n t e ~ i n g  the,  n a t i o n ' s  p r e s s .  We have no way of  knowing how 
many papers  c a r r i e d  t h e  two j o u r n a l i s t i c  d i s q u i s i t i o n s  on f ake lo re .  
Our own Bloomington Courier-Tribune r a n  Kirk is column, but  a  f u l l e r  
vers ion  ( r e p r i n t e d  b-tcrned up some time l a t e r  i n  t h e  H i c k s v i l l e ,  
New York, Centre I s l a n d  News ( d i s t r i b u t i o n  6,338) .  Kirk i s  an o l d  
f r i e n d  and former col league o f  mine a t  Michigan S t a t e  Univers i ty ,  who 
resigned h i s  academic pos t  i n  a p r o t e s t  over  t he  lowering..of..academic ' 

s t a n d a r d s , a n d  has f o r  t h e  p a s t  twenty years  made h i s  l i v i n g  a s  a  f ree-  . 
l ance  w r i t e r ,  . l e c t u r e r ,  and columnist.  An e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  p r o l i f i c  and 
v e r s a t i l e  au thor ,  who can write.  i n  any form, from h i s t o r y  t o  l i t e r a r y  
c r i t i c i s m  t o  f i c t l o n  t o  essays, and a prodig ious ly  l ea rned  and we l l -  ' .- .--- 
i n f  orped person, . ~ 2 r k - - i s  b e s t  known f o r  The Conservative Mind (1953), 
an i n t e l l e c t u a l -  h i s t o r y  o f  B r i t i s h  and ~ E r i c a n  co n s e r ~ a t i v e  ideas, t o  
which he himself i s  sympathetic,  e s p e c i a l l y  t o  t h e  and s o c i a l  
philosophy of Edmund Burke. One of h i s  manifold i n t e r e s t s  i s  the  ghostly 
s tory ,  i n  f i c t i o n  and t r a d i t i o n .  

I n  t h e  column r e p r i n t e d  below, Kirk uses  review cop ies  of a couple o f '  , 

my books as a springboard tc r  d i s c u s s  the fo lk lo re - f ake lo re  complex. Of 
s p e c i a l  per t inence  are h i s  xemarks on the  poss ib l e  t r a d i  t i ona l i t ' y  o f  t h e  
hodag, and t h e  i n t e r p l a y  between t h e  o r a l  and t h e  w r i t t e n  word occur r ing  - 
with h i s  own folklore-based shor",tories. 

. _ _  __.. .,__ -.a ...,- "".. I.\..---.-. 

A s  Keith Cunningham observed, K i r k ' s  s tatement  a t t r a c t e d  l i t t l e  comment 
while Carber ry ' s  i g n i t e d  a' r a s h  o f  anti-Dorso'n e d i t o ' r i a l s  knd l e t te , rs *  t b  
t h e  e d i t o r .  One p iece  i s  thought fu l ,  t h e  o t h e r  j o u r n a l i s t i c ,  a l though 
both express  my views. They moved Keith t o  r a i s e  t h e  pe renn ia l  ques t ion ,  



"How can we b e t t e r  communicate f o l k l o r e  scholarship t o  the  p ress  and t h e  
general  public?f! My promulgation of  the  term "fakelore l  was intended as 
a shorthand a t t en t ion-ge t t e r  t o  make people aware o f  a d i f ference  between 
bonafide and phony fo lk lo re .  But t h a t  i s  only the  b e g i ~ n i n g  of the long, 
interminable, r e p e t i t i v e  process of educating the  publ ic  and one ' s  
colleagues. 

For the record here  are the  two newspaper a r t i c l es . ,  

Debunkers - Take Aim a t  l ~ a k e l o r e ~ ~ e r o e s ~  -- 
By James Carberry 

~ m e r i c a  has a r i c h  pantheon of f o l k  heroes, b u i l t  . t o  g i a n t  size 
by t a l e s  sgun in woods 'and workshop. There a r e  those whoppers , 

t o l d  around the campfire by musclebound lumberjacks of  the  
P a c i f i c  Northwest t h a t  put  l i f e  i n t o  Paul  Bunyan and his blue 
ox, Babe. In,  Pennsylvania, t h e  res ident  hero of s teelworkers 
i s  Joe ~ a g a r a c ,  ,who could bend red-hot s t e e l  bars  with his bare 
hands. ~ n d  ' h o  doesfit t know about Johnnx Appleseed, t h e  
i t i n e r a n t  a s c e t i c  of' the American frontier who planted apple 
orchards f o r  t h e  benef i t  of  h i s  fel low man?. 

. I )  , 

Alas, w6.lve -211 been guiled.  : The s t o r i e s  about these men a r e  
not t r u e  f o l k l o r e  but  "fakelore,"  as RichardM. Dorson, - 

professor  of h i s t o r y  and fo lk lo re  at '  Indiana Universi ty,  calls 
it. He and other  debunkers have been tunneling under the  
o r i g i n s  of many folk myths--and f inding t h a t  they did not 
spring from the folk a t  a l l .  

~ c c o r d i n ~  t o  Prof.  Dorson and-o the r  se r tous  s tudents ,  t r u e  
fo lk lo re  has ' two nece$saryG ingred ien t s  : o r i g i n  and widespread 
use among the people d i r e c t l y  involved, be they, lumberjacks, . 
steelworkers, r a i l r o a d  men, o r  whoever; and a s t rong o r a l  
t r a d i t i o n ,  i n  which yarns a re  passed verba l ly  from one person 
t o  another, g e t t i n g  embell ished along the way. To q u a l i f y  
as true fo lk lo re ,  w r i t t e n , v e r s i o n s  of these  s t o r i e s  should 
spr ing,  from the  o r a l  ones 'ahd fol low them closely. . 

John Henry, t h e  famous black gandy dancer, who suppgsediy 
worked s o  hard t o  defeat  a steam d r i l l  i n  a t rack-laying 
race t h a t  h i s  h e a r t  burs t ,  q u a l i f i e s  as a genuine f o l k  hero 
by these  standards. But many other  t a l e s  o r ig ina ted  not 
with "the folk11 but with PR men'or w r i t e r s  with nothing ,. . 

bet te r  t o  wr i t e  about, and are spread by the mass media o r  , 

by companies t r y i n g  t o  squeeze a buck out of  them. 

Paul Bunyan, f o r  example, sprang from the  fevered typewriter 
of the l a t e  W. B. Laughhead, an adman f o r  the  now-defunct 
Red River Lumber Co . of Minneapolis and Westwood, Calif. He 



began w r i t i n g  promotional pamphlets f e a t u r i n g  Bunyan i n  1914. 
To h i s  astonishment,  t h e y  were an- i n s t a n t  smash wi th  t h e  . 

pub l i c  and t h e  Bunyan legend  as f e d  by a t o r r e n t  of  books,' 
newspaper and magazine a r t i c l e s ,  even i n s p i r i n g  operas,  , - 
ba l l ads ,  paint'ings and scu lp tu res .  . . 
A s  l a t e  as 1958, Walt Disney Product ions r e l eased  a Bunyan 
f i l m  amid ballyhoo claiming t h a t  "hundreds of  lumberjacks and 
sawmill hands . . . have had a hand i n  fash ioning  $h i s  g i a n t ' s  
repute  i n  t h e  p a s t  100 years." Actual ly,  t h e  e a r l y  lumber&acks . . 
had no i d e a  who he was, says  P r o f .  C2miel G. Hoffman, p r o f e s s o r  
o f  English a t  t h e  Un ive r s i ty  of  Penns  yxtrania and-- an  investigator 
of  t h e  Bunyan legend,  

Pennsylvar~ia steelmen, never s a t  around over  t h e i r  lunch buckets  
swapping t a l l  t a l&'ss 'about  Joe Magarac., e i the r - -poss ib ly  because 
h i s  S l a v i c  name t r a n s l a t e s  i n t o  Engl i sh  a s  jackass , t f  and 
because he was inventad .  riots by ham-fisted s t e e l  puddlers  bu t  
by author  Owen Franc i s  i n  .a  Sc r ibne r s  Magazine a r t i c l e  i n  1931. 
I tHe caught t h e  f a n c y o f  people who weren ' t  s tee lworkers ,  bu t  . , 

he never caught on with s tee lworkers  t h e m ~ e l v e s , ~ r  says Hyman 
Richman, a Labor Department o f f i c i a l f i n  P i t t sbu rgh .  

M r .  Richman t r i e d  t o  f i n d  o u t  i f  t h e  F ranc i s  accounts had any 
r e a l  b a s i s  i n  f o l k  t a l e s .  He asked U .  S. S t e e l  Corp., .which 
had been using Magarac i n  promotional m a t e r i a l  t o  fiawk i t s  
products ,  f o r  i ts sources;  t h e  company s a i d  i t s a h a d  r e l i e d  on 
published a r t i c l e s .  He asked t h e  au thors  of those;  they said 
t h e y  g o t  t h e i r  dope from a r t i c l e s  publ i shed .  s t i l l  e a r l i e r .  
F i n a l l y  M r .  Richman interviewed sco res  of old-time ~ ~ e e l w o r k e r s - -  
not  one of &om had ever  heard of  t he  s t e e l  indus t?y ' s  
legendary strongman. 

Pecos Bill i n  1923 came thundering o u t  of a s a t i r i c a l .  piece 
i n  Century Magazine ("he invented  the  s ix-shooter  and train- 
robbin '  and most o f  t h e  crimes popular  i n  t h e  o l d  days of  t h e  
Idestt1) and i n t o  t h e  American c o p ~ c i o u s n e s s .  But somehow he 
by-passed t h e  cowboys o f  Texas and New Mexico--the bosom o f  
h i s  supposed f o l k l o r i c  genes is .  

Daniel Boone, a backward, s emi - l i t e r a t e  Kentuckian, became 
a l i t e r a r y  hero  when h i s  "autobiography," w r i t t e n  by a 
schoolteacher  acquaintance,  and o t h e r  books made him i n t o  a 
~ c h o l a r l y ,  Rousseau-like cha rac te r  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  se'cond Eden. . ,  A 

But as a f o l k l o r e  hero,  he was a v i r t u a l  non-person. 
I 

Some r e a l  f o l k l o r e  becomes.so hope le s s ly  romanticized by 
w r i t e r s  t h a t  it doesn ' t  bea r  any resemblance t o  t h e  r e a l  
s t o r i e s  people t o l d .  - Johnny Appleseed, f o r  example, was 
supposed t o  be a poverty-str icken,  broken-hearted so+ . 

< ,  



wandering a f t e r  a l o s t  sweetheart  while s e l f l e s s l y  s trewing 
apple orchards i n  h i s  wake. "This syrupy image v a r i e s  
cons iderably  with t h e  known facts , I1 according t o  Prof .  Dorson. 

Appleseed was t h e  name given t o  one John Chapman, who became 
comfortably well-off  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1800s by l e a s i n g  l a n d  which 
he made i n t o  nu r se r i e s ;  a s  f a r  as can be determined, he d i d n ' t  
f l i n g  h i s  . a s se t s  t o  t h e  winds. The e a r t h y  t a l e s  about him 
p i c t u r e  Chapman a s  an e c c e n t r i c  bu t  soc iable  type,  wi th  a 
keen t h i r s t  f o r  whisky and a keener one f o r  women. 

I n  a l l  f a i r n e s s ,  t h e r e  i s  a l o t '  of  sugar-coating done by t h e  
media ou t  o f  sheer  necess i ty .  We a l l  know t h e  Ballad o f  
Casey Jones, t h e  h igh-ba l l ing  r a i l r o a d  engineer  who per i shed  
g l o r i o u s l y  when h i s  Cannonball met another  t r a i n  on the  same 
t r a c k ;  it c e l e b r a t e s  t h e  eng inee r ' s  dash and bravery.  The 
f o l k l o r i c  underground version,  however, c e l e b r a t e s  h i s  
as tonish ing  sexual  prowess i n  terms so c l e a r l y  X-rated t h a t  
t h e y  c a n ' t  be p r i n t e d  i n  t h e  newspapers--including t h i s  one. 

. . - . I -  To The po in t2  

By Russe l l  Kirk 

Much o f  what i s  c a l l e d  Itfolklorefl  i n  t h i s  l a n d  a c t u a l l y  i s  
fakelore .  That '  po in t  h a s  been made r epea ted ly  by my f rkend 
D r ,  Richard Dorsan, d i r e c t o r  of t h e  Folk lore  I n s t i t u t e  a t  
Indiana  Univers i ty .  It was Professor  Dorson, indeed,  who i n  
1950 coined t h e  term Itfakelore .I1 

You can r ead  h i s  amusing essay  llFakelorell  i n  h i s  r ecen t  book 
"American Folk lore  and tfie His tor ian t1  (Un ive r s i ty  o f  Chicago 
press).. The Paul  Bunyan s t o r i e s ,  f o r  i n s t ance ,  a r e  t o t a l l y  
f ake lo re  : t h e y  were not  o r a l  t r a d i t i o n s  among lumberjacks, ,  . 
but  were concocted by an a d v e r t i s i n g  agent  i n  t h i s  century.  
A s  Dorson remarks, Paul  Bunyan i s  " t h i n  and d isappoin t ingu a s  , 

pseudo-hero, 'la -manufactured product ion c a t e r i n g  t o  t h e  needs 
of ch i ldren ,  r e s o r t  promoters, adve r t i s ing  agencies ,  ~ ~ o u r n a ; L i s t s j  
and a r t i s t s . l t  I always found Paul d r e a r i l y  boring,  I 

Genuine f o l k l o r e  i s  fu l l -bodied  and l i v e l y .  IIFakelore, Dick 
Dorson wr i t e s ,  " is  t h e  p resen ta t ion  of spurious and s y n t h e t i c  
wr i t i ngs  under t h e  claim t h a t  t hey  are genuine f o l k l o r e .  These 
productions a r e  not  c o l l e c t e d  i n  t h e  f i e l d  but a r e  r e w r i t t e n  
from e a r l i e r  l i t e r a r y  and j o u r n a l i s t i c  sources i n  an  endless  
chain o f  r e g u r g i t a t i o n ,  o r  t hey  may even be made o u t  of whole 
c l o t h .  . . ." 
Once I had a small  hand i n  he lp ing  D r .  Dorson c o l l e c t  genuine 



Negro f o l k t a l e s  i n  my Michigan county of  Mecosta--very good 
t a l e s ,  one o f  them the  r o o t  of  many t a l e s  elsewhere about t h e  
"Death Car.I1 (My dabbling i n  this f i e l d  apparent ly  confused 
some Harvard people--Mr . Dorson s e a r l i e r  book o f  Michigan 
Negro f o l k l o r e  being published by t h e  Harvard Un ive r s i ty  Press-- 
i n t o  mistaking my ances t ry :  anyway once I was described i n  a 
Harvard p b l i c a t i o n  along with M r .  Ralph E l l i s o n ,  a s  Itone o f  
America's l ead ing  Negro w r i t e r s .  If) Professor  Dorson i s  a ve ry  
pa ins taking  f i e l d  c o l l e c t o r  of  f o l k l o r e .  

Also, D r .  Dorson is a f o l k l o r e  scholar ,  i n  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  
sense,  of t h e  first rank.  I commend t o  everyone s e r i o u s l y  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  f i e l d  h i s  exhaust ive,  though not  exhaust ing,  
two volumes e n t i t l e d  "The B r i t i s h  F o l k l o r i s t s  : A History11 
(Univers i ty  of  Chicago p r e s s ) .  O f  those  B r i t i s h  w r i t e r s ,  
Andrew Lang .is' my f a v o r i t e ,  i n c i d e n t a l l y .  

Often it i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  t e l l  where f o l k l o r e  ends and f ake lo re  
begins.  Take t h e  hodag, a f o l k l o r e  o r  f ake lo re  imaginary be'ast 
of Michigan's nor th  woods. Richard Dorson maintains t h a t  t h e  
hodag (who has  sp ines  along h i s  back, and g r e a t  claws) i s  
fake lo re  c l ap t r ap .  Yet my great-aunts ,  now deceased, used t o  
i n s i s t  t h a t  t h e  hodag was genuine f o l k l o r e ,  and t h a t  t h e i r  
f a t h e r  and h i s  uncle,  Michigan lumbermen, had t o l d  them t a l e s  
o f  t h e  hodag i n  the  1870s. Did memory f a i l  them? 

My Aunt Frances drew me p i c t u r e s  of t h e  hodag when I was a 
t i n y  boy, c e r t a i n l y .  I now inven t  tales of t h e  hodag f o r  
t h e  b e n e f i t  of  my own t i n y  ch i ld ren .  Am I c r e a t i n g  f o l k l o r e ?  

I n  a  w a l l  of my house i s  s e t  a  s tone  r e l i e f  of  a P i c t i s h  
b e a s t i e  by t h e  S c o t t i s h  scu lp to r ,  Hew.Lorimer. When M r .  
Lorimer exh ib i t ed  t h i s  carving a t  the  S c o t t i s h  Royal Academy, 
I t o l d  him t h a t  t h e  b e a s t i e  looked p r e c i s e l y  l i k e  hodag 
drawings o f  my youth--and then bought it. Is i s  conceivable 
t h a t  t h e  hodag fancy  was i n s p i r e d  by  grotesque carvings o f  -. 
f a n c i f u l  beasts a t  t h e  dawn of h i s t o r y  i n  Scotland? Nobody: 
knows. Despite a l l  t h e  researches  o f  such scho la r s  a s  
Richard Dorson, the  realm of f o l k l o r e  remains f u l l  of myster ies .  

Sometimes it i s  poss ib l e  t o  observe t h e  growth o f  f o l k l o r e ,  
even i n  our  p rosa i c  age. Some years  ago, I published a .book 
of my uncanny t a l e s ,  !'The S u r l y  Su l l en  B e l l  . I 1  Severa l  o f  
the  s to rPes  t h e r e i n  had embedded i n  them l o c a l  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  
my Michigan county and sc raps  of l o c a l  h i s t o r y  and cha rac te r .  
That book has  been f a i r l y  widely read i n  my neighborhood s i n c e  
then,  and y e t  more widely r e t o l d  o r a l l y  by l o c a l  people. 

Nowadays, on occasion,  somebody o r  o t h e r  t e l l s  me a vers ion  of 
one of  my own s t o r i e s ,  somewhat a l t e r e d  i n  the  process  of  o r a l -  
t ransmission,  i n  t he  b e l i e f  t h a t  it i s  genuine l o c a l  t r a d i t i o n .  



And indeed t h e r e  a r e  elements of such t r a d i t i o n  i n  my t a l e s .  So 
t h e r e  may grow up i n  my neighborhood a body o f  legends t h a t  a r e  
p a r t  Kirk, a c t u a l l y ,  though not  wholly Kirk i n  origin-. . -. . . 

h 

Perhaps t h a t  i s  what happened t o  Homer. -(AS Mark Twain says,  t h e  
I l i a d  was w r i t t e n  e i t h e r  by Homer o r  by another  man wi th  t h e  same 
name). A hundred years  from now, should t h e  r e s u l t i n g  body o f  tales 
be c l a s s i f i e d  p rope r ly  a s  f o l k l o r e ,  o r  as '  fake lore?  

Except f o r  American Indian  t a l e s  ( t h e  d e l i g h t  of  my youth),  North 
American f o l k l o r e  i s  much l e s s  imaginat ive than  European o r  A s i a t i c  
o r  A f r i ~ a n ~ f o l k l o r e ,  O f  course f o l k l o r e  has had l e s s  time t o  
develop i n  America,, and p r i n t e d  books began t o  convert f o l k l o r e  i n t o  . 
f ake lo re  here  i n  t h e  1 9 t h  century,  o r  even e a r l i e r .  An o l d  woman 
i n  t h e  west of Scot land  once t o l d  Walter S c o t t ,  when he was c o l l e c t i n g  
Border ballad's, t h a t  now he had w r i t t e n  them down, t h e y  never would 
be sung again. Indeed t h e  p r i n t e d  page has  something o f  an i n h i b i t i n g  
e f f e c t  upon t h e  growth o r  l t o r a l l l  su rv iva l  o f  f o l k l o r e ,  a s i d e  from 

, preve r t ing  i t  i n t o  fake lore .  

Curiously enough, f o l k l o r e  r e t a i n s  a h e a l t h y  l i v i n g  in f luence  more 
n ~ t a b l y  i n  Sov ie t  Russia than  i n  most l ands  today. A female 
Russian f o l k l o r i s t ,  o f  t he  Marxist  persuasion,  once accused Richard 
B r s o n  o f  ltconLemporary bourgeois f o l k l o r i s t i c s H  and of 'Ipragmatic 
his tor icism,l t  among o t h e r  s i n s .  She was dead wrong, 

Happily, t h e  Marxist  a t tempt a t  reducing f o l k l o r e  t o  a weapon i n  t h e  
c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  seems t o  have f a i l e d  even i n  t h e  Sov ie t  Union, i n  p a r t  
because o f  t he  bene f i cen t  Tnfluence of t h e  l a t e  Korne j C h ~ k o v ~ k y ~  t h e  
bes t  o f  20th-century Russian w r i t e r s  and a n t h o l o g i s t s  f o r  ch i ld ren ,  

Folklore is i n  p a r t  a mode f o r  expressing t r u t h s  symbolical ly o r  
succ inc t ly ,  and i n  p a r t  simply a .window upon t h e  world o f  wonder, 

,  o or more on this po in t ,  see J. R. R .  T o l k i e n l s  s l i m  book, "Tree and 
~ e a f  1 1 ) .  If ever  f o l k l o r e  s i n k s  t o t a l l y  into fake lore ,  l i f e  will be 
less worth l i v i n g .  
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