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The Petroleum Industry in Indiana 1in 1907.. 

Br'W. S. BLATCHLEY. 

During the year 1901 Indian,a took a long step backward in its 
C!nce leading industry, ~he production of' petroleum. The output 
for the year was less thtm for anyone since 1900, while the num
ber of wells abandoned was more than three times the number 

, drilled. This. great decline was not, due to the lack of productive 
territory, for bJ,rge areaS which undoubtedly contain oil in commer
cial quantities lie along 1!he border and in the midst of the previous 
producing Trenton rock ifield. 'Rather was it due to the migration 
of. the principal opera~rs to Illinois and other fields where the 
output per well is much ~greater thanin Indiana.' The average oil 
operator is ever on the.ilookout for a "gusher" or big producer, 
and qui~kly abandons al territory where the wells are light, even 
though they are lasting ¥td the profits fair, for one which promises 
a bigger yield per. well, though the final profits are less. For that 
reason and for the further one that there was no material rise in 
the price of Trenton rock oil during the year, Indiana owes her 
big slump in oil output. As a very full report,· accompanied by 
detailed maps, was made on the industry in the State for the year 
1906, but brief mention of the more important developments in 
1907 will be given in cunnection with the statistics for the year. 

THE TRENTON ROCK QI~, FIELDS OF INDIANA FOR THE YEAR 1907. 

Grant aOu~lty.-I'; $is county, which in 1902 and 1903 was 
the principal seat of opetations in the Indiana field, but little new 
work was done during ~he year. All the producing bores sunk 
were light in' output, t.e average initial production of the 103 
bores drilled being but ;7.5 barrels per well. Much of the pro
ductive area in the county yields heavy salt or "blue lick" water~ 
and the gas supply has ~come so meager that most of the oil must 
be pumped with steam iengines using coal for fuel. Small pro
ducing wells ean not, t~refore, be pumped with profit, and as a 

·"The Petroleum Industry;ln IndIana In 1906," by W. S. BlatChley, in Thil1:y· 
drst Annual Report Indiana; Department Geology and Natural Resources, pp. 
429-558. : 
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result 418. of them were abandoned, the iron in many of them be::,.. 
ing pulled and taken to Dlinois, where' the majority of the former 
Grant Cou;qty operators are now located. Should the' price of 
Trenton rook oil matElrially increase; many of these operators will 
doubtless return and start new work in the undrilledintervals be
tween the older wells of Grant County. However, the county will . 
never be'what it was in the halcyon days of 1903" when the cough 
of the; gas engine and the churn of the drill were heard 9n every 
side, and 1,383 bores, or nearly three times as many as were sunk 
in the entire St!lte in 1907, were put down within its bounds. 

Huntington Oounty.-Iuside of known productive limits in this 
coUnty a bore is as' sure ir. venture as one' can make anywhere in 
th~ United States in the oil business, since of the 916 sunk within· 
the county during the past five years, but 24, or 2.4 per cent, were 
dry. There was, however, little doing here, as elsewhere, in the 
extension of new territory in -1907. The number of new bores sunk 
was but 48, as against 121 in 1906, while 70 old ones were aban
doned. The average initial output of the new wells fell from 13.6 
to 10.6 barrels, showing that the stored supply is graliually being 
exhausted. 

Wabash O,ounty.--This county lies outside the main producing 
Trenton rock area, and' has as yet produced but little oil. In the 
old Rich Valley pool in Noble Township but two small. producers 
were diilled during the year, .while two of the old wells were aban
doned. There are but about 25 producing wells left, all of which 

..are very light in yield. . 
. Liberty TownShip, in the southeastern part of the county and 
near productive territory in Grant imd Huntington counties, also 

. '. . yiel!ied two:rroducers. which started at only five barrels each. 
This area may in. the future produce quit~ a quantity of oil, as 
the wells just to the east in Huntington have man1 of them been 
above the average. . . 
. Blackford Oounty.--'-But 22 new bores were sunk in this county 

'- during the. year, and no one of them opened up any new territory. 
Of the 22, three, 01'13.6 per cent, were dry, while the initial pro
duction of the others averaged but 7.4 barrels each. The number 
of abandoned wells in the QOllnty was 156, or, more th~ seven times 
as many as were drilled. Montpel1er, in the northeastern part, of 
the county, and once the leading oil town in the State, has during 
recent years 10s1' much of its prestige, the most of the oil well sup
ply stores and part of the offices of the Ohio (Standard) on Com
pany having been removed to more promising territory. 
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Wells Gounty.-""-This county ;anks among the best in the In
diana field. While Iqost of its productive area has been drilled 
over, there are hundreds of untested locations among the older 
wHls, as well as conaiderable outlying territory that has had "no 
drilling done on it· since the first tests made during the early de
velopment of the':6eld. The percentag~ of dry holes is as low lis 
anywhere in the State, unless it be in Huntington County, and in 

_1907 .it outranked that county in this respect. During the year 
122·bores. were slink, of which only,two, or 1.6 per cent, w~re dry., 
The average initial OUtput of:. the 1'20 producing bores was 8.9 bar
rels,as'against '9.4 in 1906, the- loss being less than in any other 
of the larger' producing counties; While the number of abandoned 
wells in the county was 224, tl1is was below the average as com
pared with the number drilled .. 

Three or four of the largest 'producers, fini§lhed ill the State 
during 1907 were put down in the old developed territory of Jack
son To~ship .... one, on ,tbe Risinger farm, in section 33,' starting 
at 250 barrels, while a second and third on the Younce and -KHan
del' leases, in Sllction 28, made 17~ 'and 150 barrels respectively dur
ing the first 2·1 hours. Such wells as these, in the midst of numer
ous small ones starting at five to 15 ba.rrels, put new hope in the 
heart of the operator and go to prove that each" new bore, even 
though surrounded by well drilled territory, is almost as much of 
a gamble as the rankest wildcat, far outside of productive limits. 
It is this element of chance, ever present, which adds to the excite
ment and pleasure of theoilindusiry, and ~o tends to keep the 
beginning operator a life-long devotee before its shrine. 

Adan;,s C01tnty.-This county has produced Trenton rock oil 
only in itssoutharn third, but here, as elsewhere, developments 
were at a miuimum during 1907. But 30 bores were sunk, while 
125 old wells were abandoned. Of the new ones, four,or 9.1 per 
cent, were dry, while the average initial output of the others was 
5.7 barrels, or four barrels below the average of the Ttenton rock 
field . 

. Jay County.-This county was the most active in the older In
diana oil district during the year, 152 bores, or more than one
fourth of the total 'in the Trenton rock area, having beensU:nK 
within its bounds. Of these 30, or 19.7 per cent). were dry. This 
large percentage was'due to a number of wildcat bores put down 
in search of new territory, the majority of which came in barren. 

One oIltne'most- important· of these tests was on the Strong 
farm, east half of the northwest quarter of section 29, ,Richland 

[30] 
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ToWnship, about three miles southwest of Redkey and the same dis
tance south of Dunkirk. . This well is accredited with producing 
100 b~rels in the first 24 hours. Another test on the Smith lease 
in the northeast quarter of the same section, finished in October, 
was even better, starting at the rate of 150 barrels. These two 
wells are but a few miles northeast of ·the productive Albany pool 
in Delaware 'I'ownship, Delaware County, and denote an extension 
of tb4t pool in that direction. That the territory is spotted here 
as elsewhere was shown by a bore on the Murphy farm in the south
west quarter of the same section, which came in dry. 

Some new territory was also opened up in the sol,ltheastern 
part of Bear Creek Township, in the northeastern .part of the coun
ty, where a test bore on the Papl; lease started at 75 barrels. No 

. less than 105 of the 152 bores sunk in the county were drilled in 
Bear Creek Township. Of these 16 were dry, while the average 
initial output of the others ran about 12.5 barrels. To the pro
spective' operator Jay County offers as good undrilled ,territory as 
can be found anywhere in, the State. In a number' of isolated test 
bores put down at wide intervals in the county, oil in commercial 
quantities has been found. The most of these bores were snnk by 
companies with small capital which.couldnot develop their leases 
after they had made a fair stJ;"ike. A list, 'with localities, of these 
test bores was published in the 1906 report !1bove cited. There is 
little doubt but that Jay "rill continue to produce large quantities 
of oil as long as the price justifies the sinking of a 'number of new 

. bores each year. 
Randolph County.-'l'he effect of the slump in the Indiana oil 

industry during the past five years is nowhere more effectively 
s'/lown than in the record of RandDlph and its n..~ighbDring county, 
Delaware, in the once famous Mnncie-Selma-Parker field. In the 
small portion of thatfielq. lying in Randolph County there were 
drilled in 1903, 128; in 1904, 113; in 1905, 80; in 1906, 26, and 
in 1907,five bores. Of the five sunk in 1907 two were dry, while 
71 of the old wells were abandoned. 

On the E. and Z. .Cecil leases just northeast of Parker, the site 
of the greatest producing oil pool in the deep pay sand <;>f Indiana, 
nO' less than 3.3 wells were abandoned during the year. This terri
tory was, however, always very spotted, the per cent of dry holes 
averaging about 40 for the years mentioned. Judging from its 
past record, Randolph offers little to induce the prospective oil 
operators to locate within its bounds; . 

Delaware County.-Nowhere in the State has the 'petroleum in
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dustry shown greater retrogression during the past three· years 
than in Delaware County. The original home of the deep pay 
bores, it e~joyed a boom during 1904 and 1905 which resulted in a 
big producing but short lived pooL Backing up an abundance of 
oil was an inexha~tible flow of salt water' which drowned out many 
of the best wells while yet in their prime. The early operators 
who were fortunate enough to hold big leases and sell them before 
the water made Its appearance made some money, but the pur
chasers lost hundreds of thousands of dollars by the quick flooding 
of the field. . 

The rise and fall of the industry in the county is graphically 
shown by the number of producing wells and dry holes sunk dur
ing the yearN 1903 to 1907 inclusive, as follows; 

Producing Dry Average Initial 
Year. Well&. . Holes. Output, Bbls 
1003....... '......... : ...... , . .. 74 48 20.7 
1904.... , .... : ." . . .. .. ... . . . .. 831 121 44.4 
1005. ....... .... . .. ............. 570 83 32.6 
1906..... .... ...... . ......... ... 141 39 33.2 
]9()7..................... ~ ... ;. 49 16 14.6 

The best producing well put down ih the county in 1907 was a 
test bore on t.he Hitchcock lease, in the southwest quarter. of sec
tion 23, Delaware Township,. which is said to have started at 200 
barrels. Several other good ones were drilled on the Michaels 
farm, in section 15 of the same township, where the first deep pay 
bore was sunk in 1903. During the year 330 of the old producing 
wells were abandoned, while the number abandoned in 1906 was 
208. 

If the new producing wells drilled south of Dunkirk, in Rich
land Township, Jay County, are any criterion, quite an area of 
productive territory may yet be opened up in the northeast corner 
of Delaware County, but aside frOID this there is little hope of 
locating a new area of any importance within its limits. 

The following table gives the output of the Muncie-Selma
Parlrer field by month" for the years 1004 to 1907, inclusive: 

Number of Barrels of on Piped or Shipped from the M'I.UWie-Selroo.-Parker 
Oil F~eld in 1904 to 1907, inclUsive, b1/ Mooths. 

. 1904. 1905. 1906. 1907. 
January ................. . 42,835 358,483 182,927 74,970 
February ................ . 33,081 282,773 143,410 70,681 
March ................... . 4(),869 321,650 145,442 72,200 
April .............. : ... : .. 46,504 305,129 143,823 72,139 
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1004. 1005. 1906. 1007. 
~1\1uy ... ,. . ~ ........ ......... 18,102 820,287 '151,800 76,M5 

June .. ~ ••••••••••• « ••••••• 115,048 311,030 143,300 65,516 
Ju.ly •••••....•........•... 17li,024 277,111 134,479 ' '68,111 
August· ••..••.•.•.•...... '. 240,050 255.,854, 1~~,482 59,018 
September .....,... : .. ,," ":~r~:L~QOS 230,070 107,129 54,434"'.,
October •....•..•.•.... ,',. 384,380 :218,052 113,151 58,085 
November ..•.....•. : ...... 300,173 210,724 90,742 40,003 
Dec,ellloor 382,802 200,103 85,905 50;840...... '\ « .........' •• 


---- --- ~-..--. 
Totals, ... ,." .. , ... ,', 2,202,12.6 3,292,292 1,574,659 768,148 

Madison County.-But little can now be said of the oil indus
try in this county, though the record for 1907 was better than 
that for 1906. Only five bores were sunk'within its limits during 
the year; and· two of these were barren; the average inJtial output 
of the others being 16.6 barrels. Of the old producing wells 25 
were abandoned, as against 32 in 190Q. The new producers are 
on the Gray lease in Monroe Township, east of Alexandria. The 
total output of the Alexandria field during the year was but 64,141 
barrels, 

Miami County.-In this county there was not a bore sunk in 
1907 and but one in 1906, The' number of wells abandoned in 
1907 was 13, lind in 1906, 16, thus showing progression backward 
at a rapid rate. ' . 

HamiltonCounty.--:-T,he isolated pools abotlt Olio and Horton, 
which were fully described last year, and wnich at one 'time created 
quite an excitement among the oil fraternity, had only three dry 
holes to their credit during the year 1907. Four of .the old. pro
ducing wells were abandoned. There was produced in the Olio 
ppol and. shipped from Noblesville during the year 3,234 barrels, 
while the Horton pool yielded for tlie same time 2,961 bax:rels. I 

Marion Co~mty.-No new bores were sunk or old. ones aban
doned in this county during the year. Six or seven wells are yet 
being pumped at intervals on the Wiggins and Lee tracts near 
Broad Ripple. Their total outp,ut for the year was only 556 bar-' 
rem. There is doubtless quite a quantity of oil yet stored in the 
Trenton in the immediat~ vicinity of the old Broad. Ripple, pool, 
the limits of which were never clearly defined, The proximity to 
Indianapolis and the fact that no big wells or "gushers" were 
struck prevented the rapid growth and greater extension of the 
pool at the time it was most productive. 
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STATISTICS OF THE'INDIANA 	TRENTON RoCK PETROLEUM INDUSTRY 

FOR 1907. 


The past year was the third in succession that the output of 
Trenton rock petroleum Jell below what ~t was the previous year. 
The loss in 1905 was 388,592 barrels, or 3.4 per' cent; in 1906 it 
was 3,129,613 barrels, oti.,f!iPt+ .eeIlt, while in 1907 the loss was 
2,803,717 barrels, or 36.1 per cent. As already noted, this loss of 
more than one-third of' the produ~tion of the previous year was " 
due almost wholly to the small number of new bores sunk, the 
operators seeking other fieldS where ,the prospective outlook was 
more promising. 

The fluctuation in price was less during 1907 than in any other 
year in the history of the field, there being but four cents differ. 	 ' 
ence between the minimum and maximum prices paid. Starting 
the year at 85 cents per barrel, it held this figure until February 
11, when it rose to .87 cents, and again on March 9 to 89 cents, the 
maximum, which price it held to the end of the year. 'rhe average 
price for the jear, taking both days of time and amount received 
into consideration, was 88 2/5 cents, as against 88 3/5 cents in 
1906 and 84 4/5 cents in 1905. 

The total production of Trenton· rock ,oil in Indiana in 1907 . , 
was 4,959,108 barrels, which, at the average price of·88 2/5 cents, 
had a value of $4,383,851, this sum being $2,494,006, or 36.2 per 
cent, less than was received by the producers in -1906. 

The first of the following tables gives a complete record of the 
monthly production of petroleum from the Trenton liIl\estone fields 
of Indiana for the 17 years beginning January 1, 1891, and ending 
December 31, ]907. This does not include the amount used in the 
field for fuel and other purposeS, or that wasted by the burning of 
tanks or the leaking of pipes, but only that shipped or piped by the 
companies who purchase the oil from the operators. '1'he second 
table shows the annual production, the average yearly price and the' 
totnl value by years for the same period: 

/ 
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I, TOTAL PRODUCTION OF TRENTON LIMESTONE PETROLEUM IN INDIANA FROM 1891 TO 1008 
BY MOIl'THS. 

(Bat'I'!'ls.) '. 

MONTH. 1891. 1892. 1893. 1894. 1895. 1896. 1898. 

---~ 

January........ 
February...... 
March ..... 
~ ..... 

Jun....... 
July..... 
AugusL ....... 
September...... 
October ...... 
November., .... 
December...... 

6,171 
1i,981 
5,159 
4,1173 
6,757 
8,136 

10,809 
11,603 
16,000 
19,029 
20.801 
21,715 

15,841 
18,946 
24,794 

. 26,184 
31,033 
40,888 
49,203 
56,100 
66,034 
95.699 

129,270 
144,067 

111.824 
96,026 

134;649 
146,498 
186,939 
200,616 
241,600 
248,353 
245,615 
252,Q6S 
24.~,607 
236,038 

259,000 
232,107 
282,376 
281,330 

, 321,1J()2 
333,479 
327,849 
845,031 
319,588 
3l!II,424
304,000 
337.450 

300,568 
230.559 
310,300 
352,077 
897,001 
403,569 
434,376 
420,132 
400,169 
393,133 
373.789 
361,436 

365,582 
241,748 
386,586 
395,032 
417,96.1 
484,167 
422,968 
407,238 
415.675 
894,283 
337,331 
362,164 

290,746 
209,922 
841,961 
328,779 
840,023 
369,803 
375,249 
371,921 
362,528 
408,179 
480,958 
423,069 

317,014 
272,780 
S26,801 
310,034 
311,208 
320,477 
314,861 
3Z2,777 
326,264 
319,490 
300,644 
300,41>7 

Totals ..... 136,684 698,068 2,335,293 4,353,138 3,751,307 

MONTH. 1899. 1000. l00L 1002. 1003. 1004. 1005. 1906. 1007.I I 
January. .... 297,291 353,451 425,140 554,038 651,355 714,594 1,038,324 769.518 471,926 
February. 220,440 302,493 384,135 460,073 568,789 664,058 804,100 438,332
March.... ... 290,257 364,590 432,922 573,412 724,969 m,l33 1,031,320 ~~:~ 441,174
April ......... 325,174 381,804 447,261 579,711 680,921 804,121 964,242 684;810 457,286 
May ......... 344,831 426,363 482,118 636,752 751,848 861,071 1,011,859 701,766 466,270 
June... ...... 384,282 446,492 481,807 633,452 souas 940,391 1,011,965 692,300 '423,333 
July ......... 329,086 437,087 506,065 696, !ill 831,005 998,229 937,960 684,056 116,74o 
August....... 341,621 466,127 523,106 ,6117,040 8ll8,iIl/) l,08Il.560 916,803 673,721 4 0,881 
September.... 832,283 418,716 519,087 612,611 857,117 1,104,771 840,804 563,100 366,752
October ...... 326,781 467,521 532,960 . 725,1173 878,160 1,139,000 791,881 607,178 369,255 
November. . .. 326,802 406,684 510,788 656,4117 778,323 1,098,832 765,078 547,134 384,146 
December.. .. 332,266 441,847 479,485 650,131 796,291 1,084,270 772,102 513,163 Z27, 013 

Totals" .. 3,807,714 4,912,67515,725,47417,535,5619,161,331 11,281,030 0810,892,438 7,762, 82514,959,l. 

II. PRODUCTION OF' TRENTON ROCK PETROLEUM IN INDIANA FROY 1891 TO 1008, WITH VALUE. 

1891. 1892. 1894. 1895. 1896. 

698,068 2,335,292 3,688.666 4,386,132' 4,680,182 

$260,620 $1,050,882 Sl,774,260 $2,807,124 $2,954,411 

$037 $0 45 $048 $064 SO 63 

1897. 1896. 1899. 1000. 1901. 1902. 

--~-

TotaJ uetlon (barrels
,)............. 4,353~138 3,751,llO'l 3,807; 714 4,912,676 5,725,474 7,535,561 

TotaJ ells of all '1 ' 
oils JllOdueed, c"dud· fl $1,871,849 $2,228,276 13,331,750 M, 740, 731 M,775,045 $6,450,440 
iugp. .. ........ , 

$0 59: $0 87! $0 96; $0 .sa! $0 85~~~P~..~~~~~_ $043 
~-------- .0 
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PRODuarION OF TRENTON ROOK PETROLEUM IN INDIANA-COntinued. 

I 
1903; 1004. 1905. i 1906. 1907. 

" 

Total production (barrels of 42 gal.) ..... 9,161,331 11,281,030 10,892,438 7,762,825 4,959,IOS 
Total value at wells of all oil. produced, l $10,457,659 $12,127,107 $9,236,788 $6,877,863 14,383,851excludingtS!peage·· ............... f 

Value perb ......................... $1 14.'1. $107; $084f $0 SBi $0 881 


From the first of tbeaboye tables it will be found by addition 
that the total production of Indiana Trenton rock oil- for the 17 
years reached the enormous sum of 90,068,156 .barrels, which sold 
for $715,383,443, or an averM'e of $4,434,320 per year. 

In the third table ther{is shown the number of wells coonpleted 
in the Indiana 'l'renton limestone fields by months from June, 1891, 
to January, 1908: _ 

III. 	 NUMBER OF WELLS OOMPLETF..D IN THE INDIANA TRENTON LIMESTONE OIL FIELDS FROM 
1891 TO 1908 By MONTH8. 

YE<R. I! 	
! ! 

I!! 	 j 
---- !--I·~--i---I--·I--·--- ----.--------- 

Total..... I...... ..... ..... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 

I~~::::::::: .. Ii' '''iii' 18 13 '''if '''ili' 1~ all l~ ~ ~ 4~ ~ 
1893.... ...... 20 30 31 36 45 47 47 55 '17 7l! 56 76 642 
1894...", .. 
1895.......... 
1896. ..... .. 
1897.... .. .. .. 

90 
61 
76 
41 

103 
45 
00 
33 

103 
81 
86 
40 

so 
III 
136 
47 

110 
122 
148 
49 

107 
153 
150 
52 

114 
132 
Il3 
60 

123 
140 
121 

45 

100 107 
129· 100 
70 .58 
55 89 

&7 
102 
il6 

119 

86 
86 
il6 
54 

1,189 
1,267 
l,1SO 

686 
1896.... ..... 41 23 29 43' 38 " 55 ll3 so 7l! 82 92 86 694 
1899.... ..... 
1900.......... 
l00L........ 
1002.......... 
1003...... .... 
1004...... .. .. 
1905......... 
1006.......... i 
1907....... "'1 

76 
113 
III 
176 
168 
236 
194 
136 
46 

48 
67 
72 

113 
178 
157 
130 
00 
40 

08 
98 
81 

169 
233 
234 
149 
84 
63 

64 
148 
121 
182 
?<lII 
202 
185 
68 
44 

87 
165 
1(l7 
247 
331 
296 
196 
106 

49 

_ ll9 
163 
171 
297 
408 
393 
lS7 
142 
63 

77 
1Ii8 
167 
28S 
377 
394 
l/ili
120 
56 

104 
166 
169 
279 
387 
383 
146 
100 
52 

100 
135 
184 
323 
337 
378 
130 
93 
40 

118 
152 
207 
296 
366 
388 
108 

611 
52 

100 105 
118 lOS 
220· 132 
320 243 
275 200 
320 344 
163 166 
66 59 
38 41 

1,057 
1,686 
1,802 
2,932 
3,686
3,724' 
1,882 
1,132 

.584 
,--1-::--1 ----.- --- 

24,297 
-----~..---~.---'--.--.-.-"--~-'----~~--'-~----

From this table we learn by subtraction that 548 fewer bores 
were sunk for oil in the Trenton rock fields of Iudiana in 1907 than 
in 1906. 'rhis was a loss_of 48.4 per cent, as against a loss in 1906 
of 39.8·per· cent over the previous year. . 

From the table it may also be learned that upto January 1, 
1908,24,297 bore!'! had been drilled in the Trenton rock fields of In
diana for oil alone. On that date there were 15,210 producing 
wells in the Trenton rock fields, as against 16,221 on January ], 
1907, a loss of 1,011 for the year. 
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By subtraction it will be noted that of the total number of bores 
sunk for oil IU the Trenton rock fields of the State, 9,087 have 
pro~en -dry, 01' have been abandoned aSllonproductivc. The num
ber abandoned in 1907 was 1,510, or 472 more than in 1906, while 
the number of dry holes drilled during the year was 85, or 39 less 
than ill 1906. Of the total number of bores sunk in 1907 14.5 per 
CE'nt were dry, as against 10.9 per cent of those drilled in 1906 and 
12.6 per ct'nt of t!Iose sunk in 1905. 

-The followiug table shows the number of producing :wells, num
ber of dry holes, total bores, average initial production of wells 
drilled, and number of wells abandoned in each of the Trenton 
rOCK oil pr~ducing countie!! of Indiana 'ht 1906 and 1907: 

..; ,.; i:' ~ ~. Cr A_§l !! ~ o§ 'Oi t t 
COUNTIES. g:,- 'i ."Ii l ~ ~ ~ it "<'l

b:I t:C " '3 <II "'0 ~J ~~ l~ 
i:' ... 1$ ~:I1 ~:E 11- !§!0

A ~ H H p., p., < .< 
~..-----------..--

Adama....... '... ·.... 44 8.3 9.1 10. 125 
llIackford.: .. .. .... . . 56 14.0 13.6 12.6 1;,6 
Deillware.... , ..... .. '141 21.7 2'4.6 33.2 3<0 

8.1i lOA 8.1 418Grant. ...... , ...... 'l·216Hamlllol1 .. _ . ... .... 6 33.3 100.0 26.6 ~.Huntington.... ..... . 121 1 6 4.1 13.6 
Jay......... ....... 178 13.1 19.7 16.4 72 
.M.dlson.. _.... _._... 2' 33.3 40_0 16.0 
Miami.. ...... __ .... 1 0 0 10.0 , ii 
Randolph.'_. _ 18 30.7 40.0 33.7 n 
Wabasli............. 2 ,l 0 0 10.0 2 
W.IIs.............. 224, 4.6 1-6 9.4 224 
Henry......... 0 I 0 100. 0 0 

I----i---I---+---I---,---~I--I---i·--I---:---I---
1,510 

-,' 

Fl'om the table.'i~ Will be seen that in all of the counties the 
unmber ot productive wells drilled fell off very greatly. For the 
first time Jay County look .the lead in new work, 'having ranked 
third in, both 1905 and 1906. J The average iIlitial output of the 
new 'wells fell off 4.9 barrels per Wi;ll, which was less than the loss 
in 1906, when it was six bartels per well. The greatest loss was 
in the iIlitial output of the productive deep pay wells in Delaware 
County, where it was 18.6 barrels per weil. The percentage of dry 
holes in this county was also much ~bove the average. 

Wells still maintains its good record among the olderprodnc
ing counties, there being but-two dry hores among the 122 'bores 
snnk withiH: iti'! bounds. 'fhis was a percentage of b1ftl.6, against 
the average of 14.6 for the field. From a careful.-$tlldy of the 

'. 
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table one can learn many other facts of interest regarding the rela- , 
tive importance of each cOUIity in the field:' ' , 

The record of the year as above stated shows that the pe
troleum industry in the Trenton rock area of Indiana has llassed 
its zenith point in development" and output, and the future must 
reveal a constant decline unless the unexpected happens in the'way 
of discovery of new territory. 

OO:RNQl'EROU8 RoCK PETROLEUM. 

The" Corn!ferous rock"or Corniferous limestone is the oldest 
and lowest division of the Devonian system of rocks in Indiana. 
It ranges up to 65 feet in thh~kness and is immediately overlain by 
a thick bed ofblackish or brownish shale, known as the New. Al
bany or Genest;e shale. This ranges up to 195 feet in known thick
ness and forms the necessary impervious cover which h'as retained 
the oil of the 06rnjferons in the liltl~tone in which it is found. 

Petroleum. in commercial quantities ·is being produced from the 
Corniferous ~ocks· "in lndiana at present only in or near Terre 
Haute, Vigo County,and northwest of Medaryville, Jasper Coun
ty. The production from the latter place was never large, and has 
dwindled'in recent yenrs so that it is no longer worthy of recQrd. 

lligo Ooulltll.-A full and detailed history o,fthe production of 
oj] in this connty up to January 1, 1907, was given in the last 
(Thirty-first) Report of this Department. Only a brief record of 

. 	the new developments and output for the year 190'l will therefore 
he given. 

The Fhoenix well, operat('d by Prox & Brinkman, and located 
llear the centel' of the 'City of Terre Haute, still continues to yield 
a good,supply'of oil. This well was finished in May, 1889, and is 
the old£st and best paying oilw.ell ever sunk in Indiana. For 12 
or more years it yielded, an a.v~rage of ),000 barrels per month., In 
thc last few years this has gradu,!lly ,lessened, and in 1907 it aver
agednbout425 barrels per month. Two other wells, locatell but a 
shortdisfance from fhe' Phoenix, are pt'oducing oil from the same 
stratum at a depth ofabou! 1,660 feet. One of these, known as 
the 1\feWhinney well, has been a small producer since it was fin
ished iIi 1899, but was shut down during the greater part of the
year. The other was completed by Geo. Q. Foulkes in :!\Iay, 1907, ' 
and is loeate<l.on a lot just across the street from the Phoenix. It 
started at ,about 25 barrels, and when pumped yielded about eight 
barrels pe1I ltay during ,the last five months of the year.

The ,total amount of oil produced from the three wells during 
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the year was 7,098 b"rrels. This was' sold to local consumers at 
an average price of 9;~ cents per barrel, the whole amount received 
being $6,672. ' 

In the so-called Rlley field, 10 to 15 miles southeast of Terre 
Haute, ,there was ml1ch drilling during the year, but the great 
majority of the bores: produced nothing but salt water. The first 
well in this field wasf completed by the Vi-Clay Oil Company in 
November, 1906. It ~as located on the Joslin tract 'in the south
east quarter_of the' n~rtheast quarter of section' 23 (11 N., 8 W.), 
Riley Township, and!yielded 132 barrels the first day., On Jan
uary 1, 1907, the ou~put was about· 50 barrels- per· day. The oil 
was found about 16 (feet below the 'top of the Corniferous, at. a 
depth of 1,614 feet. ! ' 

The usualexcite~nt fostered by a new strike in wildcat terri
.	tory followed the sudcessful shooting of the welL Oil men from 
everywhere flocked td the .vicinity, and leases w_ere taken on hun
dreds of farms withi~ a radius of 20 miles. The Vi-Clay Company 
was offered $100,000 for their holdings, but refllsed that price and 
let the contract for a!second well. During the year 1907 16 bores 
were completed in Rif'ey Township, only seven of. which y,ielded oil 
in paying quantities. I These started at 20 to 30 barrels each per 
day and were.allloca*e~ within one mile of the original Joslin welL 
Five of the seven profiucers were drilled by the Vi-Clay Company, 
which slmk the first Wen. 

Mr. E. D. Fagin, of Riley, who was the leading promoter of 
the first well sunk in the field, has kindly furnished me the data 
for the following table of information regarding the bores sunk in 
Riley Township during the year: 

RECORD OF BORES IN RILEY TOWNSHIP (11 N., 8 W.), VIGO COUNTY, IN 1007. 

i Top-of Total Ch!l.rl!.Cter 
LEASE. Sand, Depth, of Well. Location by Section. 

Feet Feet. 

B.a"""" ...... 1;~ 1,614 Producing:'. W. t of R E. i of N. E. t of 2~ 

Nancy Jellrles No. L. , 1,615 1,6211 Producing. . S. E. of N, E. of 23. 

Nancy Jeffries No.2", ",," 1,628 1,641 Ptodu<ing.. S. E. of N. E. of 23. 

A. Hixon" ... , " .. ",,'" 1,618 1,639 ,Producing.. N, E. of S. W. of 24. 
C. Fox"" ' " . ' " ... , , .. , 1,622 1,637 Produring. E. t of N. W. of 24 
John Reooe.•.... 1,1144 1,659 Produoing.. E. t of N. W. of 23. 
Alma Dooham" . 1,619 1,631 Producing.. E. tof ~. E. of 24 
Z. Stewart..... ' . Dry.... .... E. of N. W. 0122. 
P.. D. Fal!ln, .. . Dry....... W'lOfS. E. of IS..:: "U.i7· "UOO' 
H. O. Jeffries... . . ........ 1,670 Dry.. . . .. . W. of S. E. of 23, 

Emm:i. Coblo . Dry........ N. ,lof S. E. i 0124 

D. Swank... """ .... 	 Dr:! .. " ... i S. E. oiS. E. of 24 
a DaUey No. 1. . . .. . .. . ... , .. 	 Dry....... ' 8, W. of S. E. of 14. 

c. DaliY. No.2..... " ......... ' 	 Dry.. .. .. . s. W. of S. E,.,f 14. 


Dry....... N. i of g.·E. 0; 9.
M: Jliaw~l~y:::::::::::::::::: 	 Dry.. "... N. E. t of 26. 
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The drive pipe in tie Riley Township wells runs from 15 to 40 
feet in length, and. thd 6%-inch casing averages about 1,440 foot. 
The "pay streak" of 1/he limestone is thin, running only four to 
seven feet in thickness.! The elevation of the surface of the wells 
is about 622 feet abov. tide, or 130 feet higher than that of the 
Phoenix well at Terre ~Haute. Coal mined in the immediate vi
cinity js used for fuel, though many of the producing wells would 
yield sufficient gas for pumping. From Jamaary until September 
1st the oil wali classed "'ith that of the Illinois field and sold at 68 
cents per barreL It i$, however, of much higher grade, a fact 
finally acknowledged b~ the present -purchasers, the Indiana Pipe 
Line Company, and on !September 1st they began paying 89 cents, 
or the same as paid for the Trenton limestone oil of eastern In
diana. The total amouht of oil shipp~d during the year from the 
station of Riley, wherera loading rack was built, was 20,112 bar
reIs, valued at $15,195. I

r 

Besides the nine dry holes drilled in Riley Township during 
the year, one was sunk ~ust to the south oIl: the Pierson lease in the 
northwest quarter of se~tion 1, Pierson Township, and another on 
the Reed tract in Prairie Creek Township, to the southwest. Five 
dry holes were also driJJ.ed in Perry Township, Clay County, in a 
vain endeavor to extend the Riley pool to the eastward. The cost 
of each of these completed wells was about $6,000, or $144,000 for 
the twenty-four bores sd far sunk in the Riley field. Besides this 
amount spent in legitimate drilling, as much or more was paid out 
for bonuses and for leases on tracts which were never tested. The 
developments to date show the Riley pool to be extremely spotted 
territory, and one whieh only an operator with "money to burn" 
should tackle. 

ClayCouPty.~Be~id~s the dry holes above mentioned as having 
been sunk in the vicinity of Corey, Perry Township, there were 
drilled in Clay County~uring the year the following: One bore 
to a depth of 2,200 fee. on the land of the Excelsior Clay Com. ' 

pany, just northeast of ithe city of Brazil; a second near Center 
Point, in .Center Towns~p, to a depth 0:( 1,300 feet; a third on the 
Scherbe lease near Clay{ City, and a fourth near Poland, in Cass 
Township, in which the top of the Corniferous was found at 1,186 
feet. All of these cama in dry. The well at Brazil developed a 
large' amount of a vert salty mineral water, which a chemical 
analysis shows to posses~ excellent medicinal properties. 

. 8ulliva'll/and Knox founties.-On account of their proximity 
to the large productive ,rea just across the Wabash River in Illi

r 
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nois, these two countiea were the centero! much oil excitement 
during the year. As most of the wells drilled in Sullivan County 
were sunk fQr gas, ]~. A. Kinney, the State Gas Supervisor, has 
given the principal data available' concerning them in his report 
in another part of this volume. ' Of th~e drilled for oil in that 
county, only three came in as ~1tip:pliu'eers, starting at 10 to 
15 barrels each. Two of these were on the Jamison lease in Fair
banks Township, the' other on the Coulson tract, section 31, Hamil
ton Township. Six or seven dry holes were drilled in the .imme- ' 
diate vicinity of these pr?ducers. The oil is found in a sandstone 
at a depth of about 750 feet. ' 

In Knox County six test bores were :completed during the year; 

'five of which came in wholly barren, while the only pro9.ucer, one 

nenrLittle Rock, started at only ten barrels. .AS far as the re


" '&ults of the year show, the counties of Knox and Sullivan hold Qut 

iittle hope for the prospective oil operator . 

.I 

HURON SANDSTONE PETROLEUM. 

Petroleum from the Huron sandstone, one of the upper forma-, 
tions of theSubcarboniierous or Mississippian period, has been 
produced for anlimber Qf years near Princeton, Gibson County, 
and was formerly produced near Loogootee, l\Iartin Qounty. A full 
account of the Princeton field to January 1, 1907, with accurate de
t/liled'map, was prepared by R. S. Blatchley and published in the 
1906 report of this department. Up to thebeginuing of the year 
1907,176 bores had been sunk in the Princeton field. Of.these 44 
were wholly dry a)ld 11 were abandoned after producing a. short 
time, leaving 122 producers on January 1, 1907. During the year 
1907 only 19 bores were drilled in the field, three of which were 
dry. The ave.l"age ini~ialoutput of the 16 producers was 17 bar-', 
rels. No oneo! the ilewwelLS increased the limits of the known 
productive area to ani lireat extent. < 

The output of the f'rinceton field by months for the years 1904 
to 1,907, ~luSlVe', is shown. in the following table: 

Number of Barrcls 'of I1uron Sand8tone oa Piped or SlIfpped fmm the 
PrillcetOIl Field i1~<the,Year8 1904 to 1901, Inclusive, by Month8. 

If)Oi. 100l>. If)OO. 1007. 
<January ...... : ............ .. l,412 4,0~3 8,026 f),IG3 

Februtlry ......•... : ..•••••.. 1,:}00 S,H37, 0,127 f),875 
Murch .: .....••..••...••..... 2,020 5,400 . 7;3!!2' O,li34 
Aprll .... l. , .•••.••••••••••••• 1,319 5,2~2 9,033 7,718 
May .••...••........•••.••.. 2,047 5,559 8,408 1~Mro4 
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1904. " 10015. 1006. 1001. 

June ............... ~ ~ ....... -;, .... , " .. 2,315 4,1)23 10,201 10.209 


.... ............ 0' ..............
July 2,073 5,509 0,408 0,G03 

August ... ~ .... '" ........... "- ......... '" • t .2,001 (J,200 9,420 11,0:29 


~September ..... ...... ~.' t ......... 3,345 6,141 0,469 8.484 

,October .. " ........................ ... 3,003 0,805 0,312 11.372
~ 

Nov~;;~Cll.'i ........... ,.', 4,004 6,116 8,204 10.0riG 

December.................... ' .•. 3,841 5,395 8,382 8,007 


. 'Totals ............ * ........ " .......... 32,207 G4,80(} 103,843 110,079 
, 
By subtraction the gain in the field for the year was 13,136 

barrel&, or' 12.6 per cent, as against a gain of 39,037 barrels, or 
60,2 per cent, in 1906. Of the amount produced in 1907, 74,520 
barrels were sold to tbe In~iana. PipeLine Company at an average 
price of 67.4 cepts per barrel, the price being 21 cents lower than 
that paid for Trenton'rock oil during the entire year. 'The re
mainder, amolU!ting to 42,459 barrels, was-sold to ~ndependent pur
chasers at an average price of 78.3 c~nts per barrel, the totnl value '\ 

. of the oil produced' in the Princet-on field· being $83,495 for the . 
, . \- ' 

year. 
Other OOu1ltie, 'i,1l, Southwestern lndiana.-A number of test 


bores were sunk in othe.r eountjesin southwestern Indiana during 

the year, almost all of' whic4 came in barren. One of these was, on 

the Houchins lease in the southwestern part of Patoka Township, 

Pike County, and about'two anda half miles east of Oakland CitY. 

It was finished on November 15 to a depth of 1,444 feet. 

A bore completed about three miles farther east, near the town 

of Arthur, produced about ten barrels per day from a formation 

about 25 feet thick and 1,165 feet deep. Another bore on an ad

, joining fal'lll: and about 400 feet south was barren. 
Near Rutherford,-Mart~ County, a. small prod}1cer was fin' 

jshed in September, but two other bores in the, same vicinity were 
dry. This was not' fa:r' from the former ,productive' Huron rock 
wells at Loogootee. .' / , 

Dry holes or very small producers were also drilled in Vigo, 
Linton and Washington: Townships, Greene County i near Mont7 

gomery, Daviess County, and in Fulton To~ip, Fountain 
County. 

No one of the wells drilled iIi southwestern Indiana during the 
year wasproduotive eLiough to' ca;l.1se much excitement among~ the. 
leading Ope[M01"8.. Hundreds of, thousands of dollars were spent 
in wildcatting;'in that section of th~tate, but the results. may be 
cl8S8ed as wholly negatiVe. '. , 
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Adding to the output of the Trenton rock petroleum fields that 
'produced by the Corniferous limestone at Terre Haute and Riley, 
and by the Huron 'sandstone at Princeton, we find the total pro
duction' and value of petroleum in Indiana for the last four years 
to be as follows: 

TOTAL PRODUcrION AND VWE OF CRUDE PETROLEUM PRODUCED IN INDIANA m THE YEARS 
1004 TO 1907 INCLUSIVE. 
~.~~----~---~~--~---~---~--~---~--------

1004. 1905. 1906. II. 1007.11 I~ 
" 

I I I 

Barrels Value. I Bmels Value. Barrels Value. II Barrels. I Value 

~--~----- ------ ------1---:---
TrentonRook 

Pefloiellm.. 11.281.080 $12.127.107 10.892,438 $11.236.788 7. 762.82U6.877.86sI4.951l.108 84.383.851 
CorniferoUfi 
Hoek Petro- . 

13,270 7.269 . 8,4li61 27,210 21.861 
H:&d<'1 """, .."" ......Petrolellm.. . 32.405 28J11l1, 64.806 .. 56.413 I 103.843 . 81,710! i 11(1.979 83.495 

ToW .... ii;il,5ii!iI2.l71.1l98! 10. 969. llOI! $11.806.473 1 7•873,937 $6,968.089115.103.297 84,489.213 


