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I REI'4XMBER ARCHER TAYLOR 

The s r m r  of 1962 was h o t t e r  and muggier than  any I have ever  experienced. As 
a  f r e s h  young graduate  s tudent  with t h e  f i r s t  yesr of f o l k l o r e  s t u d i e s  under my 
b e l t ,  I was eager  f o r  a l l  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  s t imu la t ion  I could g e t .  But I was 
h a r d l y  prepared f o r  t he  shock of an Indiana summer, e s p e c i a l l y  d a i l y  af ternoon 
c l a s s e s  on t h e  west s i d e  of Ba l l an t  i ne  Hal l .  The long hot  ~ summer of 1962 was 
t h e  occasion of t h e  quadrennia l  " ~ o l k l o r e  ~ n s t i t u t e "  sponsored by  what was then 
t h e  Folklore Program of Indiana Universi ty .  Beginning i n  1948, every f o u r t h  
yea r  saw a t h r e e  t'o f i v e  day conference i n  midsummer, a s  w e l l  a s  summer courses 
o f f e red  by renowned v i s i t i n g  scholars ;  

To na.tive m i 2 w ~ s t e r n e r s  or  t o  those  who have become acc l imat ized;  summer i n  
Indiana  i s  a  p leasant  succession of warm and l a z y  days. But t o  most of us 
" fore igners  " t h e  oppressive hea t  made s tudying impossible.  The steamy c l a s s -  
rooms of Ba l l an t ine  and t h e  b r o i l i n g  Folklore l i b r a r y  on t h e  t o p  f l o o r  of what 
i s  now t h e  remodeled (and a i r  condi t ioned)  Student Serv ices  Building wi l t ed  us 
a l l ,  s tudents  and v i s i t i n g  professors  a l & e ;  a l l ,  t h a t  i s ,  except  Archer Taylor .  
He always seemed t o  be a s  f r e s h  a s  a  Ca l i fo rn i a  da i sy ,  even though t r ansp lan ted  
f o r  t h e  summer t o  t he  middle of an Indiana c o r n f i e l d .  

Looking back on t h a t  humid summer, I am sure  t h a t  it was Archer Tay lo r ' s  con- 
suming i n t e l l e c t u a l  c u r i o s i t y  t h a t  enabled him t o  spend hours with h i s  s tuden t s  
i n  t h e  swel te r ing  Folklore Library.  I r e c a l l  t h a t 3  was working on a  d i s t r i b u -  
t i o n a l  s tudy  of t h e  King Guntram legend. Sweat was pouring from my brow as I 
lugged volume a f t e r  volume of Danish, Swedish, and Norwegian t a l e  c o l l e c t i o n s  
t o  where Archer s a t  calmly comparing t h e  v a r i a n t s  I had discovered. My German 
was adequcte,  bu t  it d i d n ' t  s t r e t c h  t o  cover t h e  Scandinavian languages-  Pro- 
f e s s o r  Taylor generously used h i s  easy f a m i l i a r i t y  wi th  more than a  dozen lang-  
uages t o  t r a n s l a t e  t h e  v a r i a n t s  I heed found and then  t o  suggest a  number of 
sources i n  obscure pub l i ca t ions  of which I was completely unaware. A l l  of tl::'.; 
on s e v e r a l  t o r r i d  a f te rnoons  when most men h i s  age would have been t ak ing  an 
extended s i e s t a  i n  a i r  conditioned comfort. 

Even as f a r  back a s  1962, Archer Taylor was long pas t  re t i rement  age. But he 
was s o  exc i t ed  by the  y e t  unexplored f i e l d s  i n  f o l k l o r e  t h a t  he could not  s t o p  
t o  r e s t  on h i s  abundance of w e l l  deserved l a u r e l s .  His excitement a f f e c t e d  us 
all and, f o r  me, saved t h e  summc?. 

I r e c a l l  t h e  hea t  of t h a t  summer, bu t  most of a l l  I r e c a l l  the unflappable 
manner i n  which it was met by t h e  inde fa t igab le  resources  of a g r e a t  humanist, 
dedica ted  scho la r ,  and sympathetic t eache r ,  Archer Taylor .  

Robert J .  Adams 
Indiana  Un ive r s i t y  
BJ don5.n.g tcr , In6iana 



TAYLOR 

MY c l o s e  acquaintance with Archer Taylor began l a t e  i n  h i s  ca ree r ,  a f t e r  h i s  
r e t i r emen t  from a c t i v e  teaching  a t  Berkeley, wl::n he accepted my i n v i t a t i o n  
t o  s e n e  on the facul ty  of t h e  summer f o l k l o r e  L n s t i t u t e  i n  1958. This was 
j u s t  a year  a f t e r  I had myself come t o  Indiana Univers i ty  t o  c h a i r  t he  fo lk -  
l o r e  program, and it  f e l l  upon me t o  c m t i n u e  E t i t h  Thompson's t r a d i t i o n  of a 
s p e c i a l  summer i n s t i t u t e  every f o u r t h  summer. The f i r s t  i n s t i t u t e  had been 
he ld  i n  1942, br inging  toge ther  t h e  then sparse  band of f o l k l o r e  a f ic ionados  
around t h e  country. I at tended t h e  ones i n  1946 and 1954, and on f ind ing  my- 
s e l f  i n  charge of organizing the  next one, turned t o  Archer Taylor a s  an 
i l l u s t r i o u s  f i g u r e  wnose presence would ensure i t s  success .  It d id  indeed, 
and he b o l s t e r e d  us again i n  1962 when I i n v i t e d  him back f o r  t h e  next quad- 
r e n n i a l  i n s t i t u t e .  These two summer-long a f f a i r s  brought Archer i n t o  t h e  
midst of our f a c u l t y  and graduate  s tudent  body. He loved b e i r g  i n  t h e  cen te r  
of f o l k l o r e  shop t a l k  and everyone loved him. Rather f o r m i d ~ ~ b l e  i n  appearance, 
a scowling scholar  with fl~rrowed cheeks and bushy eyebrows, Pzchcr soon put  
a l l  a t  ease with h i s  old-shoe manner and generos i ty  of s p i r i t .  I n  those  days 
we all s a t  i n  on each o t h e r ' s  c l a s s e s  and seminars -- t h e  i n s t i t u t e  being a 
kind of a l l - d a y  around t h e  c l o c l ~  seminar -- and Archer would l e a d  h i s  two-hour 
s e s s ion  without  p a u s i n g a  m~ment,  no t  l e c t u r i n g  s o  much a s  l a t~nch ing  provoca- 
t i v e  ques t ions  i n  a d iscuss ion  t h a t  never legged. A walking 3 ib l iog raphy  a 
co l league  once c a l l e d  him, and h i s  e r u d i t i o n  could have been f r i g h t e n i n g ,  ex- 
cep t  t h a t  he dispensed it s o  grac ious ly .  He de l igh ted  i n  e i d i n g  s tuden t s  on 
t h e i r  papers ,  guiding them i n t o  t h e  s t a c k s ,  c a l l i n g  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  
r e f e rences  t h a t  would a i d  them b e s t ,  t r a n s l a t i n g  f o r  them i f  need be. He was 
Doctor Know-All, a master cf a l l  t h e  genres ,  t h e  proverb and t h c  r i d d l e ,  t h e  
f o l k t a l e  and t h e  folksong.  

Fond anecdotes gathered around Archer.  Gn one occasion Charle; Haywood of 
Queens College was address ing  the  seminar i n  t h e  o ld  f o l k l o r e  l i b r a r y  room, 
and a t  t h e  end of a high compliment t o  Archer a s  t h e  leading  a u t h o r i t y  on t h e  
s u b j e c t  i n  ques t ion  turned t o  him with a grandi loquent  ges ture .  A 1 1  eyes 
switched t o  Archer,  who was doubled up f a s t  a s l eep .  Yet o f t en  when he gave 
t h e  appearance of dozing during these  warm summer symposia he snapped wide 
awake a t  the  lecture's end and i n j e c t  a t e l l i n g  comment r i g h t  on t a r g e t .  

Once you had e s t ab l i shed  a r e l a t i o n  with Archer he maintained it f i r m l y  through 
a t enac ious  correspondence. I n  a day when nobody has time t o w r i t e ,  un l e s s  it 
i s  t o  ask  f o r  something, Archer wrote cont inuously t o  a l l  h i s  co l leagues  and 
former s tuden t s  sending b i b l i o g r a p h i c a l  r e f e rences  and s c h o l a r l y  advice.  Cne 
day I rece ived  f i v e  l e t t e r s  from him. He remembered everybody's p r o j e c t s ,  per- 
haps even a f t e r  t h e i r  sponsors had fo rgo t t en  them, and kept  urging t h e i r  com- 
p l e t i o n .  Gne came t o  depend on those  sc r ibb led  no te s ,  a s  hzart-warming s igns  
of reassurance t h a t  someone, who had himself achieved s o  much, c w e d  about your 
e f f o r t s  t o  achieve.  

It was p l easan t  t o  see Archer on h i s  home grounds, i n  Berkeley and a t  Naps 
Valley,  i n  t h e  sp r ing  and summer of 1908 when I t aught  a t  t h e  Un ive r s i t y  of 
C a l i f o r n i a ,  t o  i n spec t  h i s  l i b r a r y  and t o  d i scuss  t h e  p a s t  and f u t u r e  of fo lk -  
l o r e  s t u d i e s .  As a f o l k l o r i s t  he enjcyzd t h e  esteem of t h e  whole academic com- 
munity, and no one who knew Archer could consider  f o l k l o r e  a t r i f l i n g  o r  f r i v o -  
l ous  bus iness .  He vas t h e  nob le s t  kind of s cho la r ,  encyclopedia i n  knowledge, 
warm of h e a r t ,  a love r  and shrewd judge of books and f o l k s .  

Richard M. Dorson 
I nd i ana  U ~ i v e r s i t y  
R l  ~ n r n i n ~ t ~ n n .  TnrIia.na 



ZvDEMOliIES OF ARCXER TAYLOR 

For  a l l  h i s  genius M h e r  Taylor was e s s e n t i a l l y  a p l a i n  and simple man. Since 
much w i l l  be w r i t k n ,  about him and h i s  achievements i n  t h e  worLd of s h a l a r a h i p  
and l e t t e r s ,  I p re fe r  t o  give a glimpse of him, i f  I can, a s  a hilsband and 
f a t h e r  and as a scholar  i n  t h e  unhurr ied world of h i s  own home. This i s  not  t o  
say t h a t  A r c ' ~ r  Tay lo r ' s  p ro fe s s iona l  concerns were e n t i r e l y  l e f t  a t  h i s  o f f i c e  
a t  day ' s  end. Quite t o  t h e  cont ra ry ,  he o f t en  continued t o  work a t  a l e i s u r e l y  
pace a t  home i n  the evenings, checking a re ference  here ,  w r i t i n g  an e n t r y  t h e r e  
and a t t end ing  t o  th ings  t h a t  afforded pleasure r a t h e r  than r equ i r ing  deep con- 
c e n t r a t i c n .  These p u r s u i t s  were genera l ly  ca r r i ed  on between r e p o r t s  of what 
Mrs. Taylor,  ne r se l f  a t eache r ,  had been doing t h a t  day and what h i s  two daughters 
had been up t o .  A t  meals and i n  between times the re  were always d iscuss ions  of 
publ ic  a f f a i r s  i n  a family on whose reading t a b l e s  were t o  be found weekly r e -  
views and o ther  journals  of c r i t i c a l  opinion, a s  wel l  a s  appropr ia te  reading 
matter  f o r  young eyes.  P.lways a proverb ia l  n ight  owl, Professor  Taylor d id  much 
of h i s  systematic  explora tory  reading a t  n ight  a f t e r  t he  family had gone t o  bed, 
devouring noveLs, sho r t  s t o r i e s  and o ther  kinds of l i g h t  readicg  i n  search  of 
proverbs and other  items of folk speech, a s  we l l  a s  o ther  kinds of fol!rloreo A 
rflystery novel a night  was notking unusual f o r  him. 

I n  good weather- Archer Taylor vas outdoors milch of t h e  time, a t tending  t o  a hun- 
dred and one th ings  t h a t  needed doing on h i s  ranch i n  t he  Napa H i l l s  He loved 
hard work, whether with a p ick  and shovel or an axe,  and he o f t en  philosophized 
on t h e  b e n e f i t s  t o  be derived from such phys ica l  a c t i v i t y .  The pickine, of prunes 
or  t h e  harves t ing  of walnuts was the occasion f o r  homilies t o  h i s  ch i ldren  on t h e  
va lues  of work and t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n s  tha5 came t o  Longfellow's v i l l a g e  blaclcsmith, 
" -  . something attempted, Gomething done,/has earned a n ight  ' s  repose. . . " Even 
wood brought i n  f o r  t he  f i r e p l a c e  a t  t h e  end of day was viewed a s  a b e n i s o n  It 
was i n  f r o n t  of t h e  hea r th ,  while ca sua l ly  thumbing an an t iqua r i an  book catalogue 
o r  s ipp ing  a g l a s s  cf wine, t h a t  scme of Archer 's  most profousd u t t e r ances  were 
made. I was present  many, many times over t he  yea r s ,  e i t h e r  a t  h i s  home i n  t h e  
Berkeley H i l l s  o r  a t  t h e  ranch i n  Napa when the  f i r e  was banked f o r  t h e  n ight  
a f t e r  informal  d iscuss ions  t h a t  had touched on almost every conceivable s s b j e c t .  
These were experiences f o r  which I s h a l l  be e v e r l a s t i n g l y  g r a t e f u l .  The memories 
of them w i l l  always be b r i g h t .  

Wayland D o  Hand 
Univers i ty  of Ca l i fo rn i a  
Los Angelea , Cal i fo rn i a  



A VISIT WITH A R C B R  TAYLOR 

Ar~fier TaylCT iav',ted me a nl~;~,b-er of t imes t o  v i s i t  him a t  h i s  r m h  i n  Hapa, 
c a l i f c n i a .  E? h a  d*P> a yV-'qd map t o  he lp  me t o  f i n d  my-way t o -  his hideout .  
A c ~ ~ p i e  of y a r s  ago he P g g s t e d  t h a t ,  if I came, we might go over a  s e l e c t i o n  
of p r o v ~ l j s  i n  order t o  f i n d  counterpar t s  f o r  them i n  S lav ic  languages. Last  
t ~ i n t ~ e r  when : learned o? t he  a e t e r i c r a t i o n  of h i s  h ~ l t h ,  I f e l t  t h a t  I should 
noT postpcn? ny vis i ;  arAy l o r g e r .  A gocd cppor tuni ty  came t h i s  A p r i l ,  when. I 
:.la6 TO a t tend  a  c o n f e r ? n c e a t  Stanfoyd an? San ~ o s 6 .  I decided t o  go a couple 
cf days 2arlier t o  csy a vLs i t  t o  my old fniend. 

. 
When t h 2  he l i cop te r  1 had tzken from t h e  Sari Fmncisco  a i r p c r t  landed a t  Berkeley 
h e l i p o r t ,  I was met by Hasse l t ine  and Archer. it moving f o r  me t o  hear  t h a t  
t h i s  was Archer ' s  f i r s t  long t r i p  s ince  h i s  r e t u r n  from t h e  h o s p i t a l  s e v e r a l  b 

mcnths before.  Archer was b r i s k ,  ta1ka;ive and i n  g a d  s p i r i t s .  )lee drove through 
Saps Valley, where h i l l s  l i k e  sugar ccnea were unusual2y green f o r  t h a t  t ime of 
t h e  year ;  we v i s i t e d  the  famous C h r i s ~ i a n  Brothers  winery, j u s t  a  mile or  s o  from 
Archer ' s  ranzh. 

The Taylors '  house i s  a  kig, low ston: bu i ld ing  on a  l e v e l  clearing a t  t h e  t o p  
of a  hill. It had taken s i x  summers fo r  Archer and Hasse l t ine  t o  b u i l d  i t ,  a id -  
ed  only by a  day l abo re r .  Behind t h ?  h c ~ a e  s t i l l  higher  h i l l s  a r i s e ,  and from 
t h e  f r o n t  a  magnificent v i s t a  opens over a  range of  h i l l s  t o  t h e  Napa Valley. 
Vultures  a r e  cons t an t ly  soar ing  abcve the  s lopes ,  and occas iona l ly  cne can ca tch  
a  glimpse of a  deer  or a  r a b b i t .  I: i s  hard t o  imagine a  mcre i d y l l i c  place f o r  
a world-famous scholar  t o  spend t h e  ?eacefu l  days of h i s  old age. 

It turned out t h a t  I had a r r i v e d  too  l z t e  t o  do any se r ious  w o r ~  wi th  Archer.  
A f t e r  breaking h i s  h i p  and having a  s t roke ,  he was confined t o  t h e  armchair and 
could move only wi th  d i f f i c u l t y  wi th  t h e  he lp  of a  walker. He was unable t o  
cont inue h i s  r e sea rch ,  and boxec' f i l l e d  with mater ia l s  and unfinished manuscripts 
were heaped on t h e  desk and she lves  i n  h i s  small  study. He would s i t  i n  h i s  
f a v o r i t e  a r a c h a i r  i n  t h e  b i g  l i v i n g  room f o r  howa, watching TV and reading 
detective stories. Occasionally he stood up and went to t h e  s h e l f  to get some 
work on proverbs,  or  he asked me t o  b r i n g  it t o  him. It was amazing how he knew 
t h e  exac t  l o c a t i o n  of each work. 

Archer remembe~ed w e l l  t h e  pas t  events  and t h e  persons whom he had met, and he 
l i k e d  t o  meditate over t h e  bygone yea r s .  He t o l d  me of h i s  encounters  w i th  some 
o ld- t imers ,  such a s  Kaarle Krchn and C. W. von Sydow. He spoke wi th  s p e c i a l  
warmth of s e v e r a l  contemporary f o l k l o r i s t s ,  such a s  Anna B r i g i t t e  Rooth, !:?.tti 
Kuusi, S t i t h  Thompson, Dick Dorscn, Wayland Hand, Carl-Herman Ti l lhagen  and 
o t h e r s .  During my s t a y  a l e t t e r  came from Rooth t e l l i n g  them of h e r  appointment - 
t o  t h e  c h a i r  of f o l k l o r e  i n  U~ssala. 

Archer ' s  comments reaf f i rmed h i s  p r e d i l e c t i o n  f o r  a  t r a d i t i o n a l  approach t o  t h e  7 

s tudy  of f o l k l o r e ,  r e q u i r i n g  s e r i 7 . . l l  pa ins tek ing  work and v a s t  knowledge on 
t h e  p a r t  of t h e  f o l k l o r i s t .  However, he d i d  no t  ca re  f o r  t h e  s t raw t h e o r i e s  of 
would-be f o l k l o r i s t s ,  nor f o r  t h e  excesses  of s t r u c t u r a l i s m ,  nor f o r  t h e  t r ends  
represented  by ~ d v i - ~ t r a u s s  and h i s  fo l lowers .  



When we were t i r e d  of t a l k i n g ,  Archer would ask me t o  browse i n  h i s  l i b r a r y .  
This l i b r a r y  i s  unusual ly l a r g e ,  perhaps more than ha l f  t h e  s i z e  of a  b i g  univer- 
s i t y ' s  fo lk lo re  l i b r a r y .  Both Archer and Hasse l t ine  thought t h a t  they  would give 
away the  works i n  some a reas  (such a s  b ib l iography) ,  i n  which Archer d id  not  p lan  
t o  work any more. But t o  which l i b r a r y  should they  give them? Some time ago 
Archer had donated a  c o l l e c t i o n  of h i s  books t o  a  p r i v a t e  l i b r a r y .  Later  he had 
l ea rned  t h a t  t h i s  l i b r a r y  had sold books f o r  one or two hundred thonsand d o l l a r s  
t o  obta in  funds f o r  i n s t a l l i n g  a i r  condit ioning.  Archer d id  not  know whether 
any of h i s  books were gold, bu t  he did not approve of such an ac t ion .  A t  t h i s  
p o i n t ,  I modestly suggested t h a t  t h e  Indiana Universi ty Folklore Col lec t ion  
would be the  i d e a l  r epos i to ry  f o r  h i s  books. 

One of t h e  h igh l igh t s  of my v i s i t  was a  reconnaissance t r i p  of t h e  ranch under- 
taken  i n  the  jeep, t h e  t r i p  t h a t  a l l  those who have v i s i t e d  them have taken. 
Hasse l t ine  handled t h e  jeep  expe r t ly  on s t eep  s lopes and the  edges of p rec ip i ces .  

u 
Archer was q u i e t  and pensive. Occasionally he would poin t  out some old memor- 
a b l e  t r e e s ,  t h e  spr ings  of t h e  creek t h a t  supplied t h e i r  water and the  p lace  
where h i s  e i g h t i e t h  b i r thday  p a r t y  was held a  couple of years  ago. 

When a t  the  end of my v i s i t  Hasse l t ine  stood ready t o  take  me t o  Napa and I s a i d  
good-bye t o  Archer, I had the  foreboding t h a t  tliis must be our l a s t  meeting. 
Though sad, I l e f t  with a f e e l i n g  of deep s a t i s f a c t i o n  a t  having had t h e  p r i v i -  
l e g e  of spending a couple of days i n  i n t e r e s t i n g  d iscuss ion  -- i n  the  e leventh  
hour -- with one of the  g r e a t  r ep resen ta t ives  of t h e  golden e r a  of f o l k l o r e  r e -  
search ,  t h e  e r a  when firm foundations f o r  t h e  science of f o l k l o r e  were l a i d .  

F e l i x  J. Oinas 
Indiana Universi ty 
Bloomington, Indiana 



ARCHER TAYLOR . I  

A number of years  ago I was asked by a s tudent  who was doing a p r o f i l e  of mi- 
v e r s i t y  f a c u l t i e s  what man i n  t h e  world, l i v i n g  o r  dead, I would most l i k e  t o  
emulate. My answer was immediate and spontaneous : Archer Taylor.  It i s ,  
moreover, i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  note t h a t  t h i s  s tuden t ,  a b lack  undergraduate,  d i d  
no t  ask  "who?" bu t  mat te r -of - fac t ly  wrote down my answer. This prompted me t o  
a sk  i f  she knew of whom I spoke, and she r e p l i e d ,  "Of course. I was a student 
i n  Ca l i fo rn ia  once and he helped me wi th  t r a n s l a t i n g  some German proverbs f o r  
a term paper!" Throughout academia s tudents  such as she a r e  leg ion .  For i f  
Archer Taylor l i v e d  i n  a book-lined ivory  tower, its door was always open and 
h i s  he lp  was f r e e l y  given t o  a l l  who entered.  

Whether or  not  Archer Taylor was a g r e a t  teacher  i n  t h e  sense i n  which t h i s  
phrase i s  of ten  bandied about today I do not know. I never s a t  i n  a classroom 
wi th  him, and I r a t h e r  suspect  t h a t  he was not  g r e a t  i n  t h e  modern, high- 
school i sh  sense.  But he was a g r e a t  teacher  i n  t h e  sense t h a t  a l l  academicians 
ought t o  be : l i k e  Chaucer ' s  Parse.n, ". . . f i r s t  he wroghte, and af te rward  he 
taughte .  'I Those who wished t o  l e a r n  from him had only t o  a sk ,  and many learned  
from him who d i d n ' t  ask -- they  merely examined h i s  myriad works and were in-  
sp i r ed  t o  seek information themselves by following i n  h i s  foo t s t eps .  

Nor were h i s  lessons  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  a narrow f i e l d .  Archer Taylor was a German- 
i c i s t ,  a b ib l iographer ,  a s tudent  of l i t e r a t u r e s  and, a s  those of us a t  Indiana 
Univers i ty  knew him b e s t ,  a f o l k l o r i s t .  H i s  r epu ta t ion  was s o l i d  i n  Europe, 
t h e  Americas and Asia. Though he d i d  not take  the  e n t i r e  world a s  h i s  province, 
those  s tates  which he knew we l l ,  he knew so  well  t h a t  h i s  word was seldom ques- 
t i oned .  If any man ever  deserved t h e  t i t l e  " ~ o c t o r  of Humane L e t t e r s , "  t h a t  
man was Archer Taylor.  

Archer Taylor was, i n  s h o r t ,  t h e  p rove rb ia l  scholar  and gentleman. I, l i k e  many 
of h i s  f r i e n d s  throughout the  world, w i l l  miss h i s  l e t t e r s ,  h i s  encouragement 
and h i s  i n s p i r a t i o n .  For me, h i s  dea th  means not  only the  l o s s  of a f r i e n d  bu t  
t h e  end of an  era. 

W. Edson Richmond 
Indiana Univers i ty  
Bloomingt on, Indiana 
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