
of Louisa,na, Tha band cons i s t s  o f  f i v e  musicians - Dewey Balfa, l ead  f i d d l e  
and voca1s;;Rodney Balfa, gui ta r ;  Harry Balfa, gu i t a r ;  Burke Balfa, t r i a n g l e ;  
W i l l  Balfa, second f i d d l e  (played i n  bar i tone  harmony); and Hadley Fontenot, 
accordian. The inclus ion o f  g u i t a r s  and double f i d d l e  i s  a departure from the 
t radi t iona .1  Cajun ensemhle of v io l in ,  accordion, and t r i a n g l e ,  The music is, 
however, e s s e n t i a l l y  t r a d i t i o n a l  Cajun dance music, wi th  a l l  but  t h e  waltzes 
played i n  a f a s t  tempo, but t h e  inc lus ion  of harmony and complex, almost 
Bluegrass-like f idd l ing ,  s u g g ~ s t s  a de l ibe rz te  attempt t o  appeal t o  non-Ca jun 
audiences. O f  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  is  t h e  love song, "Parlez Nous a Boire," 
which i s  sung i n  c lose  t t h i l l b i l l y t t  s t y l e  harmony. 

O f  t h e  th ree  albums reviewed, the  most t y p i c a l  of Csjun t r a d i t i o n  i s  t h a t  of t h s  
TYaxou band, Unfortunately, t h e  se lec t ions  were not chosen f o r  v a r i e t y  s u f f i c i e n t  
f o r  the  recard t o  be very en te r t a in ing  t o  persons who a r e  no t  Cajun music devotces, 
The Deshotelst album appeals, a s  previously s t a ted ,  only t o  persons with a command 
of  th@ language. The Balfa Brothers! appeal t o  non-Cajun l i s t e n e r s  by v i r tue  
of t h e i r  v a r i e t y  and innovation makes t h e i r  alb;un one which r~ould be recommended 
t o  persons who have not  yet  acquired a t a s t e  f o r  the  music. Fortunately, they 
a r e  able t o  innovate without compromising the  music's e s s e n t i a l  q u a l i t i e s ,  
a l l  df  which survive despi te  the  "sl ick" professionalism of  the  band. 

Cowboy Songs : Vohme Two. Featuring B i l l y  Simon, !;Uncle Horacett Crandall, -- - -  -- 
Frances Roberts, Van I-Iolyoak. 
12 se lec t ions ,  voeal and instrumental ,  s tereo ,  commentary by Keith Cunningham, 
AFF Limited Edcltj-on 33-2, Arizona Friends of Fol-klore, Hortharn Arizona 
University, Flags-taff,  1972. $5 .OO 

Reviewed by Howard 1fJight Marshall 

The appearance of t h i s  secorid album from Arizona i s  a welcome event not  only 
because it  o f f e r s  up another dozen examples of bona f i d e  t r a d i t i o n a l  material ,  
but because it a l so  s igna l s  the  apparent success arid s t a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  young 
regional  socie ty ,  the  Arizona Friends o f  Folklore. Volume 3ne i n  the  p o t e n t i a l l y  
long and r i ch  s e r i e s  of discs (reviewed here, 46, 1971) was produced on a t h i n  
budget i n  t h e  expectat ion t h a t  i t s  and the  s o c i e t y ' s  success would a l l o w  f o r  
f u r t h e r  i s sues  of live, col lec ted  cowboy materid. .  

Again l o c a l  f o l k  musicians were sought ou t  f o r  the taping sess ions  i n  F lags ta f f ,  
one of whom, Roberts, appeared on the  e a r l i e r  LP. Again Cunningham and s t a f f  
have provided an exce l l en t  s e l e c t i o n  of mater ia l  and have added a soundly- 

rn researched and annotated brochure with the record. Cunninghamfs wife Kathy, 
a t a l en ted  photographer, once more provided the  album cover design and execution. 
Some, though verg i . l i t t19  o f  $he recorded mater ia l  i s  not  necessa r i ly  "cowboy," 

w and might well  be co l l ec ted  elsewhere, p a r t i c u l a r l y  f i d d l e r  Crandall ls  numbers 
(which t h i s  w r i t e r  has collected i n  I'Iissouri and Ind iana) ,  In te res t ing ly ,  
Crandall here plays ItTurkey i n  t h e  Strawrt and "Soldier ' s  Joyt? a s  a play-party 
medley, and Cunningham 'k4enly notes the  lac!< of Ben Botkinls  awareness of t h i s  
s o r t  o f  church-oriented (Crandall i s  Mormon) instrumehtal  music i n  h i s  The - American Play-Party. Crandall a l s o  plays "The I r i s h  IrJasher Woman, and ttPse&-A-Boo 
Waltz,It well-known and well- traveled f i d d l e  tunes. Frances Roberts performs 



cowboy bal lads  and. folksongs, including an e s p e c i a l l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  "The High- 
Toned Dance," and "The TenderfootN (vhic'n appeared i n  Jack Thorpets 1908 
co l l ec t ion)  . B i l l y  Simon s ings  Itold Roaney' s ( s i c .  ) Calf ts A Bawlin! , I t  and 
lt90rder Affa i r ,  " and 

i s  an @-year o ld  cowboy who owns and operates a horse camp outs ide  
Prescot t ,  Arizona. He kides d a i l y  and gives r i d i n g  lessons .  For a 
period of  t i n e  i n  t h e  p a s t  he t r ave led  the  rodec r t r c u i t  showing 
quar te r  horses and two of h i s  won nat ional  ItEest i n  Classtt awards. 
He " rasse led  out  a tunefr t o  "Border Affair,!! and s e t  Bail Gardnerts  
"Tjring Knots i n  the  Devi l ' s  Ta i l t t  and "Moonshine Steer" t o  music 
and introduced them i n t o  t r a d i t i o n  by singing them t o  o t h e r  cowboys 
while he was on the  c i r c u i t .  

Van Holyoak i s  a f i n e  t r a d i t i o n a l  s inger  whose ftThe Gal--Durned \ h e e l u  i s  
fami l i a r  t o  c o l l e c t o r s  from the  singing of  Arkansas c o ~ d ~ o y  Glenn Orhlin ( the 
subject  o f  a forthcoming I l l i n o i s  Universi ty Press  book by Judy ~ c ~ u l l o h )  . 
Cowboy Songs Volurne Two very conveniently continues t h e  f i n e  e f f o r t s  made by 3 -- - 
the  Arizona socie ty .  This recording i s  highly  recommended t o  a l l ,  but  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
t o  the  random disc-buyer needing a s t rong Tepresentat ive sampl-e o f  cowboy 
ins t r~mien ta l  and vocal mater ia l ,  e x c e l l e n t l y  recorded and annotated, 

Bot t le  H i l l  : A Rumor i n  Their  Ot~n Time, 
__I_ - - - - _ b _ _  

10 se lec t ions ,  vocal and instrumentai ,  s t e reo ,  l i n e r  notes. 
BLP-~~6006,  Biograph Records, Box 109, Canaa, New York 12029, 1972. $5.98. 

Reviewed by Ne i l  V .  Rosenberg 

Nearly t e n  years ago Toni Brown described t h e  then small group of nor thern  
urban "folknikt '  bluegrass musicians and asked "Can Blue Grass Grow i n  City 
Streets?It i n  ~ m e r i c a n  -- Folk - Music Occasional (No. 1, 3964). The ques t ion i s ,  
it now *pears, r h e t o r i c a l  - records such a s  the  one reviewed here t e s t i f y  
t o  the p r o l i f e r a t i o n  of bluegrass music i n  a new ecological  niche, I n  the  
pas t  decade t h e  music has f lour ished i n  regions and among people whose values 
and c u l t u r a l  background d i f f e r  considerably from those of t h e  predominately 
southern and rura l  peoples who patronized the  music i n  i t s  former years  (1945- 
1955). Though h i s t o r y  never r e a l l y  repea t s  i t s e l f ,  what has happened t o  this 
music i n  t h e  l a s t  decade i s  s i m i l a r  t o  what happened t o  jazz i n  1935-50 and more 
recen t ly  t o  blues: a ltcommitted" (I borrow t h i s  usa,e from Charles ~ e i l )  regional  
f o l k  audience has been supplemented and t o  some extent superseded by an 
"appreciative" (again, ~ e i i  ' s  terminology i n  -- Urban ~ l u e s )  nat ional  popular 
audience, And, l i k e  t h e  college jazz bands of the  f i f t i e s  and the white blues 
groups of today, c i t y b i l l y  bluegrass bands p lay  mainly f o r  t h e i r  peers .  

Readers w i l l  have t o  take my word t h a t  t h i s  recording does i n  f a c t  conta in  
bluegrass music, f o r  the  "bluegrasstr appears nowhere on t h e  cover of the  record, 
The record jacket  t e l l s  us mainly t h a t  B o t t l e  H i l l  i s  a funny bunch o f  guys - 
f o r  example, the cover p ic tu re  i s  a gag-type shot  taken i n  a s t ab le .  The l i n e r  
notes baguely describe the  recording sess ion and r e l a t e d  events,  unsuccessfully 
attempting t o  show t h e  absurd humor of it a l l .  S imi la r  at tempts a t  humor appear 
severa l  times on t h e  record i t s e l f .  My, i f  this i s  a bluegrass band, does the 
record adver t i se  t h e  group i n  terms of i t s  obtuse humor? 

I n  the p a s t  few years Biograph Records has es tabl ished i t s e l f  a s  one of the  


