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The question of the  con t inu i ty  of  a c u l t u r a l  phenomenon i s  no t  an urgent  
matter  o f  discussion today, a t  l e a s t  not  f o r  f o l k l o r i s t s ,  Karl Sigismund 
Kramer, a h i s t o r i a n  i n  our f i e l d  of  s tudy has s t a ted :  

Whereas o lde r  research on customs was concerned mainly 
with the  h i s t o r y  of tne  form of individuai  customs, and 
attempted t o  work ou t  continuous chains and broad s p a t i a l  
connections through s t r u c t u r a l  analys is ,  r e c e n t l y  t h e  main 
s t r e s s  has been placed upon t r a d i t i o n s  i n  t h e i r  temporal, 
s p a t i a l ,  and s o c i a l  environment .l 

Hermann Bausinger has  formulated the  noteworthy aphorism: "The category of  
con t inu i ty  i s  always of a mythical nature .112 Wolfgang Brllckner, iden t i fy ing  
with Percy Ernst  Sehramm's demand t h a t  p r i o r i t y  be given t o  h i s t o r i c a l  change 
r a t h e r  than t o  a f a l s e l y  understood search f o r  c o n t i r ~ i - t y ,  takes  i s s u e  with 
the  theory  of con t inu i ty  i n  no l e s s  than twenty-three p laces  i n  h i s  s tudy 
l tBildnis  und Brauchil (Image and custom) .3 Last  b ~ t  not  l e a s t ,  Hans b s e r  has 
a plac'k i n  t h i s  chorus of  opponents t o  continuity:  

2 

I n  the  face of t h e  continuous changes t h a t  all spheres of  
fo lk  cu l tu re  have experier~ced and are s t i l l  experiencing, one 

.# will have t o  r a i s e  s t rong doubts t o  the  view t h a t  t h e  s t rong 
t r a d i t i o n s  o f  the  f o l k  world remain constant ,  4 

I n  t h e  face  of  these  far-ranging volleys which a r e  on ly  a small s e l e c t i o n  of  
contemporary po in t s  02 view, t h e  suspicion comes t o  me t h a t  the re  must be 
something t o  t h i s  problem of con t inu i ty  a f t e r  a l l ;  one doesn' t  shoot sparrows 
with cannons. Perhaps the  con t inu i ty  f a n a t i c s  have themselves t o  blame f o r  
t h i s  modern controversy. I n  t h e  words o f  Anton E. Sch8nbach: 

German mythology shows t h a t  we a r e  l i v i n g  contemporaries, 
not only  descendants, but  a l s o  the  genuine, proper heirs o f  
the  o l d  Teutonic character;  a continuous l i n k  binds p r e h i s t o r i c  
paganism, the  legendary world of the  Germanic heroic  age, and 
the  millenium of t h e  Holy Roman Empire of t h e  German Nation 
with the  f o l k  t r a d i t i o n  of our immediate present ,  forming a 
t i g h t l y  k n i t  oneness; from the  heaven of t h e  Teutonic gods 
the  most marvelous f i g u r e s  descend t o  earth and l i v e  i n  mkirchen 
and legends, f o r g e t t i n g  t h e i r  supernatural  o r i g i n s ,  These 
characters  a r e  l e d  by a chorus of  demons t h a t  manifests i t s  
separa te  existence i n  spooks and supers t i t ions ,  i n  ch i ld ren t s  
rhymes and r igdles ,  i n  games and cus-toms, f e s t i v a l  observances 
and proverbs .' 

That was around 1900; perhaps Schbnbach i s  one of t h e  exponents of  the  first 
wave of a postromantic fo lk lor ic-ant iquar ian  reac t ion  addressed by Hans Moser. 
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* ~ran;lated by Josephine Lornbardo, W.K. McNeil, and Richard C. &e te r l i t sch  
with perniss ion o f  t h e  author and the  publ isher  from "Orale und l i t e r a l e  
Kontinuittlt  , I1 i n  Kontinuitklt t, F e s t s c h r i f t  flLr Hans Mo ser ,  ed. Hermann B ~ ~ l s i n g e r  
and Wolfgang Brtlckner (Berl in:  Erich Schmidt, 1969), pp. 102-116, 



A second period,  even more c l e a r l y  accentuated,  i s  t h a t  of Nat ional  Socialism. 
House markings a r e  i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  runes, t h e  Chr is txas  t r e e  is  of Indo-Euro-• 
pean o r ig in ,  the  b i e r s  of Eavar ia  a re  even found among one of t he  e a r l y  Teu- 
t r n i c  t r i b e s ,  t he  European d i v i s i o n  of l a b o r  during t h e  ha rves t  i s  determined 
wi th in  n e o l i t h i c  c u l t u r a l  s t r a t a ,  the  f o l k  p l a y  i s  a  descendant of Germanic 
c u l t  p lays ,  and t h e  proof f o r  a cont inuo t y  ~ ) f  the r e l i g i o u s  essence of t he  
Teutonic t r i b e s  i n  h i s t o r y  i s  demanded.& This cocky, h ighly  r eac t iona ry ,  
p o l i t i c a l  misuse o f  t he  concept of con t inu i ty  has thus  produced a  g a s t r i c  
aversion t o  t h s  concept i n  our  t ime, 

Another reason f o r  t he  aversion can s u r e l y  be t r aced  t o  150 years  of f o l k l o r e  
research  during which the problem of permanence dominated the  f i e l d .  A t  
p resent ,  however, under t h e  ever  s t r o n g e r  in f luence  of a  p r e h i s t o r y  enriched 
wi th  new i n s i g h t s  and aspec ts ,  we a r e  a b l e  t o  p r o j e c t  backward i n t o  s t i l l  
o l d e r  s t r a t a  of t ime. Carl  Wilhelm von Sydow places  t h e  o r i g i n s  of marchen 
i n  the  c u l t u r e  of t h e  megali thic  e ra .  w i l l - s r i c h  Peuckert speaks of  con t i -  
n u i t i e s  of a g r a r i a n  thinking,  and i s  a s s i s t e d  by Walter  Wiora: "The s tream 
of h i s t o r y ,  from the p l a n t e r s  and shepherds of  e a r l y  h i s t o r y  up t o  the  masses 
of refugees of t h e  presentv t  should be t h e  f i e l d  of s tudv of f o l k l ~ r e .  I 
myself have t r i e d  t o  t r a c e  wide aTeas of b e l i e f s  and r i t e s  a s soc ia t ed  wi th  
death back t o  similar Indo-Europaa~ phenomena, I 

I n  t h e  t h i r d  p lace ,  probably a  kind of genera t ion  c o n f l i c t  l e d  t o  t h e  r e j e c t i e n  
of r e sea rch  i n  cqn t inu i ty .  Ecrasez l e s  infgmes! S e t  new horizons,  new problems, 
new aspects! But, t o  be sure,  one can shoot  down the o ld ,  without  shooting down 
a  pmblem--if it is  a  r e a l  problem! Perhaps une only needs t o  s e t  t h i n g s  i n t o  
c o r r e c t  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  again; a  s i n  a g a i n s t  the  s p i r i t  does n o t  negate it. I 
th ink ,  t h e r e f n r e ,  t h a t  bes ides  the  j u s t l y  requested observa t ion  of epbichal, 
reg ional ,  s o c i a l ,  and f u n c t i o n a l  condi t ions  of our  c u l t u r a l  world and the  
permanence of i t s  t r a d i t i o n a l  modes o f  behavior  ar.d th inking ,  the  c o n t i n u i t y  
f a c t o r s  should no t  be fo rgo t t en ,  which l i kewise  and y e t  no t  unirnportantly 
have cont r ibuted  t o  and s t i l l  con t r ibu te  t o  t h e i r  existents. I f ,  among o ther  
th ings ,  experiences determine l i f e ,  they  a r e  mostly comprised of acceptance 
and rejection--compromise, therefore-- in the  f a c e  of l i f e - s t y l e s  and nodes of 
behavior.  Ce r t a in ly  a good p i ece  of knowledge about t h e  v d u e  of constancy 
and s e c u r i t y  i s  contained i n  them, and,  i f  I am c o r r e c t ,  l a t e l y  t h i s  knowledge 
has r i s e n  cons iderably  i n  va lue  i n  t h e  face  of the  dynamism and turbulence o f  
our  t imes. 

Yeu see ,  honored Hans Moser, I have n o t  y e t  changed my opinions,  and it gives  
me ve ry  s p e c i a l  s a t i s f a c t i o n  t o  be asked by the  hj.ghl.7 esteemed e d i t u r s  of 
t h i s  your f e s t s c h r i f t  t o  be i n v i t e d  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  a few thoughts  t o  the  problem 
of c o n t i n u i t y  and i t s  many face t s .  I do t h i s  with even mare p leasure  because 
it seems t o  me t h a t  you a l s o  do n o t  s tand  rnerci lesslv on the  s i d e  of t h e  l i q u i -  
da to r s ,  s ince  you suggest  t h a t  -the l a s t  f i v e  c e n t u r i e s  of our h i s t o r y  should 
be sys t ema t i ca l ly  inves t iga t ed  f o r  t he  sources  08 f  o l k l i f e  (and s u r e l y  w i t h i n  
so  much ma te r i a l  nany a  c o n t i n u i t y  w i l l  appear).  It need n o t  always be the  
I c e  Age t o  which we look back, Indeed t r a d i t i o n  and c o ~ s c i o u s n e s s  about it 
a re  h igh ly  dubious matters .  T rad i t ion  can span s e c u l a r  per iods ,  it can, 
l ikewise ,  a s  group consciousness,  be of such b r i e f  du ra t ion  t h a t  i t s  o f t en  
vehement usage has an almost enbarassing e f f e c t .  

You w i l l  understand t h a t  I l i k e  t o  sharpen m v  beak on the  diamond mountain sf 
t h e  body of f o l k t a l e s  as once d id  the  l i t t l e  b i r d  i n  "Kaiser  und Abt," I n  
t h a t ,  we have one o f  those  images of mythical dura t ion  t h a t  t h e  human s p i r i t  
has invented s i n c e  t h e  beginning of  time. If l i f e  demands con t inu i ty ,  then 



t h i s  longing has r epea ted ly  been transformed i n t o  images; images of  a? in-  
different type as t h e  one j u s t  mentioned, images of mythical,  l a s t i n g  happi- 
ness  and of e t e r n a l  t e r r o r .  "And they l i v e d  happi ly  ever  a f t e r  . . ." i s  the  
mP-rchen-like formula f o r  such endeavor, and i t s  topo i  a r e  the foun ta ins  of 
l i f e ,  the  green i s l a n d s  of youth and the  paradises  of a l l  kinds of r e l i g i e n s .  
Its oppos i tes  a r e  the  e t e r n a l  torments of the Danaides, of t h e  abyss of Hell, 
and never-ending wandering. Thus, horror ,  t oa ,  d e s i r e s  i t s  own cctntinuity. 

But i n  f a c t ,  I d i d n ' t  w v l t  t o  t a l k  about t h a t ,  bu t  about t h e  powers t h a t  d r i v e  
these  imaginations o f  human emotion through time. I n  the preface  t o  t h e  
second volume of my Schleswig-Holstein f o l k t a l e s  I pointed ou t :  

What d r i v e s  these  s t o r i e s  through time and peoples? What i s  
t h e  s p i r i t ,  the  soul ,  the  i n n e r  a c t i v e  f o r c e  of t hese  processes? 
We donf t know, we can only observe i n  astonishment. But we know 
something about the  o u t e r  events  and occasions: t he  l abore r ,  Hans 
Sensien, l i v i n g  i n  Sagau, about 85 years  o ld ,  t o l d  Wisser m3rchen 
around t h e  t u r n  of t h e  century t h a t  he had heard from h i s  grand- 
mother around 1820. Bensien was then  a t e n  year o l d  boy. This 
woman, l i kewise  65 years  o l d  around 1820, hed a l s o  been t o l d  t h e  
s t o r i e s  i n  h e r  e a r l y  youth. Within j u s t  t h i s  s i n g l e  exchange of 
t r a d i t i o n  t h e r e  l-ies a time span of about 140 years  between the  
t ime she heard the  t a l e s  and the  time they were  t o l d  by he r  grand- 
ch i ld .  M2rchen from the  beginning 9f c u r  century s t r e t c h  i n  
d i r e c t  c o a t i n u i t y  back t o  the  middle of  t h e  e ighteenth  century. 
On3 should n o t  genera l ize  about semething l i k e  t h i s ,  bu t  s u r e l y  
it is  n o t  an i s o l a t e d  case,  There are nurnercus such exampl-es i n  
which the  exchange of t r a d i t i c n  occurs  be tween grandparents a.ld 
grandchildren,  I n  order  t o  g e t  3ack t o  the  Middle Ages, one 
might himself check t o  see  how of ten  i n  such a chain of t r a d i t i o n  
t h e  msrchen have changed owners--four o r  f i v e  times! Astonishing 
how .d>oaewe sow$lmes s t i l l  s tand  t o  the  sources ,  9 

This has scnce-been subs tan t i a t ed .  Even e i g h t  t o  ton  exchanges, which probably 
comes much nsa re r  t h e  norm, shows how few places of conjunct ion a r e  necessary 
i n  such processes of t ransmission,  

However, whzt does a s t a t i s t i c  of con t inu i ty  mean faced w i t h  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i n  
t h e  l a s t  decades a l a r g e  number of legends have been given archaeolo<gical  con- 
f i rmat ion ,  and therewith t h e  v e r i f i c a t i o n  of t h e i r  o r a l  con t inu i ty  through 
thousands of years  and o f t e n  even t h ~ o u g h  one o r  more changes of population. 
Herbert Jankuhn has f o r c i b l y  c a l l e d  a t t e n t i o n  t o  such c i r c u r n s t a n ~ e s . ~ ~  The 
mat te r  a t  hand concerns the  Dronninghdi, a b u r i a l  rnocnd i n  the  a r e a  of Schuby, 
northwest of Schleswig, which can be d a t e d  back t o  the period between the  Stonell 
and the  Bronze Ages. A legend co l l ec t ed  about  t h i s  I n  1634 by Paulus Cypraeus, 
then expanded by Karl Mhllenhoff and Gustav F r i ed r i ch  Meyer i s  given a s  follows: 

I n  t h e  Deckerkruge nea r  Schuby, ia  the  neighborhoakl of  
Lohheide, i s  a smal l  h i l l  t h a t  i s  c a l l e d  Dronninghoi. It 
was formed by s o l d i e r s  who c a r r i e d  the  e t h  i n  t h e i r  helmets. 
There Black Margaret once slew a prince.' She was a t  war 
with him; b u t  when she saw t h a t  it would n o t  t u rn  o u t  well 
f o r  her,  t h e  cunning woman s e n t  a message t o  him i n  which 
he was t o l d  t h a t  it would be wrong for s o  many brave people 
t o  d i e  f o r  he r  sake; it would be b e t t e r  i f  she and he alone 
s e t t l e d  t h e  qua r re l .  The pr ince  thought he could de fea t  t h e  



woman and accepted the  offer.  While they ware f i g h t i n g  with 
one another, the  queen asked him t o  give her a moment of time, 
she only wanted t o  t igh ten  her helmet a l i t t l e .  The prince 
gave her perniss ion -to do t h i s .  Bct; she sa i6  t h a t  sne wo~ild 
not t r u s t  him i f  he d idn ' t  s t i c k  h i s  sword i n t o  tila ground up 
t o  the  handle. This the  prince did as well.  Then she at tacked 
hixl and cu t  off h i s  head. He i s  buried i n  Dronninghoi and the  
people who l i v e  the re  have often see11 hiin s i t t i n g  i n  f r o n t  of 
a s i l v e r  t a b l e  with a s i l v e r  t e a  pot,  a s i l v e r  crean p i t ~ h e r  
and a s i l v e r  cup. 13 

The obvious cherchez l a  femme motif should not i n t e r e s t  us here, but r a t h e r  the  
repor t  of the  excavation by W. Sp l i e th  who examined the  i i i l l  a t  the  end of the  
l a s t  century. I4 According t o  t h i s  r epor t ,  a skeleton wss f oiinii, t he  s k u l l  of 
which l a y  a t  i t s  f e e t .  Thus, a confirmation of the  legend cora. About 160 
centimeters away from it an undamaged skeleton was found. And then something 
strange happened. The news of the  f i n d  spread quickly i n  the  a rea  and soon o ra l  
fo lk lo re  had found an explanation f o r  the  second corpse: i t  was said t o  ba t h a t  
of Queen I~Iargaret. It was to ld  t h a t  i n  penai~ce f o r  her deed she asked t o  be 
buried a f t e r  her  death a t  the  s ide  of the  prince, and t h a t  her wish had been 
granted. Thus t r a d i t i o n  and newly invented legend a r e  her2 peacefully united 
i n  space. 

Jankuhn points  out other such connections between legend and b r r i a l  custon, an6 
exposes two l i n k s  of t r a d i t i o n :  

If one observes the  known cases i n  vhich a t r a d i t i o n  i s  
linlzed t o  such b u r i a l  places,  then one can dis t inguish  e a s i l y  
two groups of e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  character .  I n  the  one group, 
nanes of h i s t o r i c  pe r sona l i t i e s  or those k~own from legends 
appear i n  connection v i t h  the  monur;le~ts -that t i e  t r a d i t i o n  t o  
a rzgion, a s  we, f o r  exarnple can recognize v i t h  King Bjbrns Kbs 
i n  Sweden or with Swenls Wall of Siege i n  Haithabu. I n  the  
other group, something e l s e  stailds i n  the  core, namely, s e r t a i n  
events sa id  t o  have happened near the  gravz, f o r  ins tance  the 
t r i p l e  c o f f i n  a t  the  gravc of' a !:ir,g a t  Seddin or the  g rea t  
f i r e  i n  the  h i l l  02 Grunhof-Tesperhude. To be sure, a l s o  wi th in  
t h i s  group narnes occa.sionally apsear, but  they play only a s~1.b- 
ordinate r c l a ;  s s s e n t i a i l y ,  a d e f i n i t e  event almost zlways con- 
nected with a b u r i a l  s tands i n  t h e  center  of the  t r a d i t i o n .  I n  
the  f i r s t  group, the  correctness of tht? t r a d i t i o n  can be proven 
o r  made probable only i n  a small n m h r  of casss,  an6 it reaches 
back t h e 3  only a l i t t l e  beyond the  V i i i i c z  period. In  other cases, 
the  o r ig in  can probably be tl-.aced Sack t c  s c h o l r r l y  speculat ions 
of pas t  ci?nturies. On the  othzr hand, tllc t enac i ty  of t r a d i t i o n  
i n  t h s  sacond group i s  downrigl~t astonisiiing. To be sure, the  
o r ig ina l  meaning and d e t a i l s  of the  events have almost always 
bgen blurred  so  t h a t  they cannot be recognizeb; rer~iaining, how- 
ever, i s  tile lnelnory of the  r e s u l t  cf -the act ion.  Thus, Dronnindhoi 
corforms t o  t h i s  pat5ern along with the  aonument t.~li:lose t r a d i t i o n s  
can be t raced back t h e  f a r t h e s t .  The super io r i ty  of the  f indings  
i n  t h a t  place excludes a l a t e r  defacing on the  b a s i s  of a subse- 
quent opening of the  grave, and nothing e l s e  remains than t o  sup- 
pose tlla-t ws a r e  dealing here i n  fa-ct  with a t r a d i t i o n  t h a t  harks 
back t o  the  end 13' t h e  Stone Ag3 and t h a t  has been l~alided dor.~n 
o r a l l y  f o r  aL11ost four  thoxsand years. 



But what has endured through t h e  mil lenia? The lagend 02 3lack llhrgzret was 
f i r s t  a t t e s t e d  t o  i n  1-634. Up u n t i l  the  new recording by li~Ylenhoff i t  haa 
l i v e d  around 200 yzars. If it had exis ted  before, it can have originated only 
a f t e r  1.412, the  death of Seniramis of the  ITorih. I4hat was before, a s imi la r  
legend perhaps rrith other ac to r s ,  or a inemorat about a decapitated warrior  who 
r e s t s  i n  the  grave, we don' t  how.  A  imple lest form" must have exis ted  and 
must have survived the  iilillenia u n t i l  the  f i r s t  w r i t t e n  report .  

I f  you, honored Hans Moser, demand en "exact  w i t t e n  h is toryt1  of f o l k  cu l tu re ,  
which bo-mdlessly encompasses the  g rea t  and the  smal l , lF  then it seems-to a&' t h a t  
such phenomena of t r a d i t i o n  should be given t h e i r  r i g i i t f u l  place i n  t h i s  prog- 
ram. For it i s  a quest ion 110% of the  study of our e a r l y  ancestors,  but of the  
knowledge of important, i n t e l l e c t u a l  capab i l i l i e s ,  ~ ~ h i c h  make the  t r a d i t i o n  
bearers pass on such stories from l i n k  t o  l ink .  And it i s  a l s o  a quest ion of 
the  almost incomprehensible fasc ina t ion  t h a t  these  s t o r i e s  have sxercised on 
the  long rows of na r ra t ing  generations. There rnust be indeed an imnanent 
s t rength  not only i n  the  s t o r y  j u s t  quoted, but i n  a l l  narra-t ives t h a t  have 
bcen transmitted f o r  thoilsanris of years--a s t rength  t h a t  makes people keep 
than and hand them on again  and again. What must t h e i r  meaning, t h e i r  messagz, 
t h e i r  world and l i f e  view have meant f o r  these people tha-t they could not r i d  
themselves of them? There i s  hara ly  anything of s imi la r  constancy. Tile laws 
of the  foil; fade,  t h e i r  languages change, t l ie i r  thinking d ies  out es well.  
These t h e i r  s t o r i e s ,  however, coiltinu-e t o  e x i s t  through a11 th3  exigencies of 
lifc. 

I s t a t e d  t h a t  the  legend of Dronninglioi i s  not ail individual  case. Theref ore 
permit me t o  present  i n  quicl; succession a few equivalent  examples t h a t  perhaps 
rcight have renaineu unknown t o  f o l k l o r i s t s  who, u ~ l l i ! ~ e  me i n  rny work 2s co- 
e d i t o r  of the  new Hoops, a r e  not  d a i l y  confronted with the  f indings  02 very  
old and e a r l y  s t o r i e s .  

Before K. Kersten examined the  b u r i a l  mound of Grbldiof -Tesper'ii~~de i n  Lauenburg 
!lo was told t h a t  long ago i n  thc  mound g rea t  f i r e s  had burned and t h a t  i n  the  
mountain a pyre had bcen located.  Digging disclosed t h a t  i n  t h a t  place a l a r g e  
death house containing two corpses had becn burnt and l a t e r  covergd with a 
b u r i a l  mo~nd. 16 

A b o ~ ~ t  the  X~myfielsberg i n  Peccatell near Schwerin the  legend repor t s  t h a t  cave 
sen held t h e i r  f - a s t s  there  and t h a t  they l ~ o r r o ~ ~ ~ e d  a k e t t l e  frorn a neighboring 
mou.nd f o r  these f e a s t s .  The archaeological  exaniination unearthad a f i r e  and 
s a c r i f i c e  place i l l  t he  l a r g e r  mound, a114 an  exquis i te  l i c t t l e  wagon dat ing from 
the mid-Bronze Age i n  the  smaller ri10u.nd. 17 

I n  Hinzerbzr;, von Seddin, Ostprieznitz,  according t o  legend a king was buried 
i n  a t r i p l e  coffin.  The invust igat ion con i i r~ ied  the  t r a d i t i o n :  the  b u r i a l  
~i~ouild contained a grave erectod ou-t of stone p l a t e s  with a ti~rnelil.~e vau l t ,  a 
l a r g e  c lay  v e s s e l  within it, and within tho c lay  veqsel ,  a bronze lcet t le  w i t 1 1  
the burnt remnil~s of a male corpse and r i c h  

The lcgcnd i n  f a c t  t e l l s  of a gold cof f in  t h a t  was enclosed by a s i l v e r  one, 
the l a t t e r  encased by a bronze one. But t h e m  a r e  the  usual  s t y l i s t i c  means 
of the  homo narrans who l i k e s  t o  transform everything i n t o  exaggerated imaccs. 
The decisive thing i s  perhaps t h a t  the  mcxory of the  t r i p l e  b u r i a l  has been 
preserved tlrroug!i thousands of years, anti i n  f a c t  i n  the  meloorats f r o m  Grbnhof- 
Tesporhudc, Seddin, and Peccatel l ,  beyond t h e  t ine of a Slavic  emigration from 
tliese areas.  It can thus  be in fe r red  -that e i t h e r  wi th  the Slavic population 
the re  was a s t rong Germanic element t h a t  carr ied  these  t r ad i t ions ,  or t h a t  the  



Slavs themselves tcok over the  t l r ad i t ions  and Sa tz r  handed theia on t o  the  
colonizing Germans. Since the  -transmission of o r a l  t r a d i t i o n s  over e thnic  
and 1 i n y i s i ; i c  boundaries i s  nothiiig unusual, the  witc propagation of rnany 
fo1l;tales can be attribu-Led. t o  t h i s ;  the  seco:~d p o s s i b i l i t y  cannot bo dis-  
counted. 

A fcw f u r t h e r  examplgs of legelid cor.tinuity w i l l  c o n c l ~ ~ d e  t h i s  p a r t  of my 
observations. According t o  tha repolat 01 W. I,legowitz a  king with a goloen 
rimg l a y  i n  tlic g rea t  iiarnberg nound. $!hen it was leveled ,  H e  I4Bller-Ravel 
foun6 bnsides a iew bronze neecles a golden r i n g  on tha hanti of the  corpse. 19 

In  the neighborhood of Harsefeld i n  Lower Saxony l i c s  the  Osterberg on which 
spring f i r e s  a r e  s t i l l  burr& I n  the  legend, a  king r e s t s  on a t a b l e  with h i s  
ea t in2  irnpl-ements. b!hen they opcned the  bur ia l  mo~mci, they f  om6 a stona gravz 
chamber containing the  ashes of a  corpse. This lay ,  lio~rever, ne i the r  f r c c  i n  
the  grave nor i n  an urn, but on a stone table .  Also founk were two b e a u t i f u l l y  
wrought knif e - l i f ~ e  too l s ,  tile g i f t s  f o r  the  dead. 20 

Loo Probenius r e p o r t s  t h a t  when the  Triedrich-Franz road frori Iqe~~brandenberg 
t o  RostocEi was planned, it was decided t h a t  tho r o a d  shculd c ross  a mound on 
the  Gevezin e s t a t e .  The inhabi tants  protes ted  because -Lheir p a r e i ~ t s  ha& t o l d  
them t h a t  i n  olden times a king had driven a goldcn wagon i n t o  t h i s  h i l l .  tihen 
the  mound was l ~ v e l e d ,  an untouched grave was found, i n  the  center  0:' wilich l a y  
a small bronze wagon, noir located  i n  the  Schwerin h i s t o r i c a l  inuseum.-?l 

In  the  Byciskal cave i n  Moravia a i ' ie ry  s t e e r  i s  said t o  guard a t reasure .  Ir 
addi t ion  t o  valuable bronze objects ,  the  excavation yielded tha bronze f i g u r e  
of a s t ez r .  We a r e  probably dealing with an e a r l y  Iron Lge shr ine  of s god- 
s t e e r .  Again the  t r a d i t i o n  r x ~ - s t  h-.va k e n  preserved througil severa l  waves of 
pqg~r la t ion  ( ~ l l ~ r i a n s ,  Celts ,  S~~labians,  Slavs, Crermans, ~ z e c h s )  .22 

Eno~~gh  exaraples! Collect ing v a r i a n t s  i s  j u s t  as  meaningless a:; the  search 
a f t o r  continuity.  I rlerely wanted t o  demonstrate the  as tonishing achieveinent 
of these processes of C,radition t h a t  have nothing i n  common with the f orrn 02 
t r a d i t i o n  knorrn t o  us, l~arnely thc writ- tan L ra6 i t i on .  I!;! arc  obviously d e a l i n g  
with a psycho-mmtal f u i ~ c t i o ~ l  t h a t  i s  110 longer c l i a r a c t ~ r i s t i c  of people i n  
the  present .  I2 thc s ingers  of' byliny have thousands of strophos a t  t h e i r  
disposal ,  and i f  t e l l e r s  of t a l c s  ll~~midreds o; long an3 c~or,iplicat::c: s t c r i e s  
that they a r e  z b l s  t o  m c i t e  ovsr and over ~s i t l iovt  change, the11 t h i s  phono~ienon 
i s  one of those prir.1ary i n t s l l u c t c a l  capac i t i ec  t h s t  i s  perhaps connected with 
the  i l l i t e r a c y  of these  pzople. The per son who t ransni t teed t r a d i t i o n s  o r a l l y  
h2Z a d i f f  :r~:ilt sclise of the  pc-st than ve and had a t  h i s  d isposal  powers of 
memory t h a t  hevc been l o s t  t o  us. Thu-s, it van poss ib le  f o r  him not  only t o  
ca r ry  c e r t e i n  h i s t o r i c a l  events wrappcd up i n  s t o r i e s  of  chan~;ing content,  
but  a l s o  t o  ca r ry  the  s table  form i t s e l f  f o r  Lho~saniis of years. I f  the  
Zgyptlan st0r.y of t h e  Two Brothers ( ~ ~ 3 0 3 ) ~  wr i t t en  dolrn about 3,000 B. C . ,  
became f;nown a f t e r  rnorc than 3,000 years  of oral  coi1tinuii;y ( there  a r a  no 
l i t e r a r y  l i n k s  between) only again i n  the  nine Leenth and twzntieth ccn t u r i e s ,  
when i t j  i n  f a c t ,  becane known i n  nurnerous versions,  then t i i i s  prov2; q v i t e  
c l e a r l y  tha above-mentioned fasc ina t ion  exercised by i t s  contents  upon the  
s t o r y t e l l i n g  people of the  Zurasian world ,  a s  it a l s o  proves the  exc i t ing  
pers is tence  with which these  people ca r r i ed  the  s t o r y  thrcugh time and space. 
Here it i s  unnecessary t o  mention f u r t h e r  examples; the l i t e r a t u n  about it 
i s  accessible.23 

It i s  a l s o  unnecessary t o  go i n t o  a l l  t h e  var ious  s ~ r v i v a l  theor ies  t h a t  have, 



~nost  l i k e l y ,  contr ibuted g r e a t l y  t o  the  bad reputatiozi of the study of conti-  
nuity. These theor ies  unhesi ta t ingly  iden t i f  i ea  by way of associa t ion the  
age of an i n s i g n i f i c a n t  motif contairled i n  a t a l e  ~ ~ r i t h  thz a n t i q u i t y  of' t he  
e n t i r e  s t c ry ,  tlius c o n s t r u c t i ~ ~ g  vague, unzubatantiated continu.ities. I be- 
l i e v e  I have covered t h i s  point  b r i e f l y  and adequately i n  my "Zinfache Formenu: 

That a motif probably be1on:;s i n  the realm of l ~ c r t i c u l t u r e  
means ilothing about tile conplex s to ry  i n  which it appears, a s  
long a s  we r e a l i z e  the  tremendous v i t a l i t y  of ideas  t h a t  have 
long been su-perceded and t h a t  drag along f o r  thousands of years  
through d i f f e r e n t  s tages  of hwnan cu l tu re  ~iith011.3 los ing  any p a r t  
of t i ic i r  v i t a l i - t y .  It w ~ u l d  cven ';hen mean iiothing i f  t h e i r  
meaning and essence had beer1 consciously 1-reserved, because we 
know, on the  other hand, about the  " U r - I i  a s  t h e  t i indessness  of 
these  mental and imaginative constructs .  Theref ore, I tliinl: t h a t  
a  niotif stel~ming from, perhaps, the  l i f e  an6 world view of the 
h o r t i c u l t u r i s t  need say nothing about the  age of i ts  fornlation, 
and cven l e s s  about the  age of the  e n t i r e  s t o r y  i n t o  which i t  i s  
i n ~ o r ~ o r a t e d . 2 4  

In  turning back t o  t h e  Egyptian s tory ,  however, the  phen~i~lenon becomes highly 
i n t e r e s t i n g  i n  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  l i t e r a r y  f i x a t i o n  of such a p l o t  does riot nocss- 
s a r i l y  insure continuity.  The Zgyptian &rchen cons i s t s  oi' three pa r t s :  the  
Potipliar motif,  the  s t o r y  about tile golden-hai r~d maiden, and the  t a l e  o i  the  
hero ' s  invincibi l i - ty .  But the  enormous--e~ron ii" izter--mass of Eurasian va r i -  
a n t s  has not been to~~ch.;d by the Egyptian conglomerate. The motifs  aliiays 
appear there  separa te ly  as s ing le  s t o r i e s .  This i s  not ail i so la ted  case. 
The Homeric vers ion of the  f a i r y  t a l j  of Polyphemcs, for  instance,  whlch 
combincs the  bl inding of the  g ian t  with the  no-man motif,  i s  not repeated. 
In  thz t r a d i t i o n s  of %ore than t ~ r o  and a half  thousand years,  the  two p a r t s  
01 the composition occur on]-27 a s  individual  s t o r i e s .  A s  i n  the  case of other 
l i t e r a r y  f i r s t  vers.-ons, t h e  object ion -that we are dealing here ui-th very e a r l y  
s ing le  versions f o r  ijhich t h e  poss ib i l i - ty  oi a broad d i s t r i b u t i o n  was lackin:, 
div t o  f a v l t y  means of corilr~xmication, i s  vnf'ounded. Zach o; the  m n y  cornl~li- 
cated f a i r y  t a l e s  known i i l  illally v a r i a n t s  i s  the  inver~t ion af a  s ingle  pcrsoii, 
an6 y e t  has survivod contin;-ously up u n t i l  -today without literary suppor-t . 
O f  cOuyse a lmos t  any i:nowl,?dge of o r a l  o r  1j terary cont inui ty  anti of the  
ubiquity of early nar ra t ive  n ; l t c r i a l  is missing t o  us. Ths few f a c t s  that we 
have are a favor of f a t e ,  but  are  no basis f o r  smy conclusions. iind perhaps 
i t  i s  a l s o  not allowable t o  p ro jec t  backward s imi la r  d i a g n c ~ e s  stermning from 
the  better-groundzd si tu-at ions of modern t i ~ e s .  I havs onc-. pointed t o  the  - 
f a c t  t h a t  the  Kinder- & II:,usm%rchen of t h s  Brothcrs C r i r m n ,  i n  s p i t e  of t h e i r  
trernsndous populari ty,  have hardly influenced o ra l  s-bury-telling m a t i r i a l  of 
the  nineteen-tll and twentieth ~ e n t u r i e s . ~ 5  Today I a d m i t  h e s i t a n t l y  t o  t h i n  
hypothesis. F i r s t ,  because llz a r e  concerned herd with l a t e r  periods of our 
t r a d i t i o n s  i n  which, v.nder the  growing influence of modern l i f e ,  the  olh forms 
begin t o  crumble an6 the  powers of transmission t o  6ecay. Then, too, o r a l  
con t inu i t i e s  a r e  per ishing over long periods of time and a r e  l a t e r  revived 
again i n  a second world o f  aes the t i c s ,  o i  sentimental i ty,  of secondary ex- 
perience. Soc ie t i e s  f o r  i iPreservation of' i~P~rchen of the  Zuropean 5'011:~~ are 
now being established.  In  c u l t u r z l  evenings of reading " a t  tkc f i r ep lace"  
( i t  i s  t y p i c a l  t h a t  only ieinale mkirchen - t e l l e r s  a r e  act iv.  here)  these socie- 
t i e s  t r y  t o  d i c t a t e  an opcn and heart-warxing rimnner of s to ry te l l ing .  26 

On th.c. other hand i n  s p i t e  of Anderson1 s vehement ~ ~ ~ o s i t i o $ ~ ~  I have f a r  
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ora l  t radi- t ion.  Both branches t a - c h  each other i'ron t i n e  t o  t i n e ,  a t t r a c t  
each other an6 r e p ~ l l s e  each other and y e t  f orn together t h e  g rea t  l i n e a r  u n i t y  
of o ra l - l i t e ra ry  contiiiuitq up t o  our time. The same holds t r u e  f o r  the  migra- 
t o r y  legend f irst  m,3ntioiled !2;r Ovid about the donkey e a r s  oi' King ilidas,35 for 
Avian's f a b l c  about tho enviouc man aid the  stingLrimn,j6 or f o r  Herodotus's 
d r c h e n  about the  t r easurz  housc of IUian~sis~i tus .  3 

Natural ly it i s  very intorast ine;  t o  note how thc  v a r i a n t s  of these types of 
s t o r i e s  migrate i n  the  chronological course of t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n  through the  
most d i f f e r e n t  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a reas  oi* usage. One time thsy  g e t  i n t o  thz  f i e l d  
02 ed i f i ca t ion ,  another tii,ie i n t o  a  d idac t i c  current;  herc they a r e  used a l lu- -  
gor ica l ly ,  the re  they a r e  crudely nisused. !do v a r i a n t  i s  s imi lar ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  
o lcer  times, t o  another one, func t iona l ly  snir s t y l i s t i c a l l y .  In  p lo t ;  i n  tho 
s t ructure  of t h e i r  contents, i io~~~ever ,  they a l l  G O  belong together an6 a r e  proof 
01 an astounGiilg, immanently v i t a l  power of cont inui ty  t h a t  c a r r i e s  them con- 
s t a n t l y  through the  centur ic  s and tlir ough thousand s 01 gears,  supported by the 
zlready mentioned process of self-correct ion--this  i-n s p i t e  of the  inroads made 
by u t i l i  1;arian or c u l t u r a l  f a c t o r s  a t  d i f f e r e n t  times an6 places. 

This !~olds espec ia l ly  t r u e  f o r  the  categories of f o l k  prose. One may difi'er 
abowt the  age and manner of or ig in ,  about the  problanl of phases of v a r i a t i o n  
or* oi:-otypal spec ia l  iorms, 01 t h e i r  developmznt, or a l s o  abo~l-t the d i i i o r e n t  
in-ta-ns~ty of. t h e i r  power of dissemination aver; time on6 space. For instance,  
the  c a t o g o r i ~ s  of i 011; prose my depend upon epochally tief ined presu-ppositions 
such as the  norld  vie;^ or the in te l l ec -h .a l  ozcupation 0:' a c e r t a i n  perio6,38 or 
they nay receive t h e i r  spec ia l  character oiily t h r  ougli l a t e  so(>inl  functions,  ?'l 
or they m y  be, f ' inally, elementary expressions of simple eveirts of soul  and 
i n t e l l e c t  and thereby of the  common lluman epic crea t ion of forh1.4~ Fut i t  i s  
c e r t a i n  t h a t  w e n  the  o ldes t  l i t e r a r y  monuments of hu-nanity show us  a l l  genres 
of fo lk  ?rose k n o ~ ~ n  t o  us: e t i o l o g i c a l ,  a s  wall  a s  l l i s t o r i c a l  or lnythical leg-  
en&, niirchen and scliwanl.s, i ~ y t h s  and  f ab les ,  e t ~ .  Certainly one doe s :lot 
want t o  maintain t h s t  these genres owe t h e i r  o r ig in  only t o  tnc invention oi' 
wrftillg. 

Objections have often been ra i sed  t o  the  problex of ca tegor ies  on t h e  grounds 
t h a t  the  terminology and determinatic:ls z r c  the  mncninations ~f an abz t rcc t  
science and not the  product of the c rcc t ive  and lorriiative t a l e n t s  of the  story- 
t e l l e r .  Furthermore this sciencz hss been reproached ' ~ i t h  t112 f a s t  t h a t  a l l  
determinatioa of genres of i d  eal--typical nature are  i i i  danger 02' a l i ena t ion  
from r e a l i t y .  I may repea t  vliat I s a i d  about t h a t  recently: 

Thcre is t h e  m%rclion, -the saga, thz  scl~~ranl;, the  iegcnti, 
the  e t i o l o g i c a l  legend, the  menorat, e t c .  He who has 6 e a l t  h i s  
~ h o l n  l i l e ,  as  most oi" us  havu, with thnse mors sinplc or more 
coini~licated forms of f o l k  poetry knows l o r  sure t h a t  the  t o t a l  
s u m  of -the r e a l l y  pure forms t h a t  e x i s t  neceszar i ly  mergzs with 
corresponding genres from time t o  timc. O f  cou.rse there  a r e  
forms of t r a n z i t i o n  and mixture. 41 

"That is jus t  ss n z i u r a l  a s  the  mixture of l y r i c  and epic or ep ic  and d r a r n a t i ~ , ~ '  
s a i d  iiax Lbtlli onc:: vt:ry e l e a r l y . u  

Th-rclore t h e  ~ o n s t a n c y  and conti l lui ty of the pure Sorias since those e a r l y  days 
o i  the  b c g i i m i n ~  of wri t ing  cu l tu res  i s  jus t  ns astonishing a s  t h a t  of t h e i r  
indiviciual na r ra t ive  types and motifs.  but i s  it really l i k e  t h a t ?  If one 
s t a r t s  out from the  f a e t  t h a t  the  t e l l i n g  of s t o r i e s  of any kin6 originates 



from one of the  most elementary needs of human c h a a c t e r ,  2nd t h a t  the  i n j i -  
v idual  genres of these  f o l k  s t o r i e s  ere primary fom.ls of hman e:cpressions 
t h a t  havz come from dreams and erllotions, from inlgic, nytl l ical  and r a t i o n a l  
processes of tninl,Ling, f r o r ~  the j o y  of p lay  a:)& fa'kjrlcntion, a.nd t h a t  each 
of these grrsnres ~1is-L be coanidered a s  a binding s t a t e a s a t  cjf thi: persoil ebout 
h i s  own spec ia l ly  s i tua ted  explaiiatj-on of t h e  world arwdiid him and within him, 
then each genre u ~ x l s t  a170 l~zvve i t s  orrn pri!,:ary fuilction, tirat i s ,  a funct ion 
of staternent, and must havz i t s  own power of e f fec t .  But theni i n  coi~nection 
~ ~ i t h  the  phenoroenon of age and tlie ubiquity of t h e i r  existence,  the  c a t ~ j o r i e s  
of f o l k  poetry prove t o  ba an anthropological,  perhaps avert a  genuinely ailthro- 
pological  problem. 43 

Thz binding io rco  of t h e i r  s tatermnt ahcut human procsssss of nmotion an6 
na t iona l i ty ,  i n  ceneral ,  has given t o  t l ~ c s s  ca tegor ies  up u n t i l  toGay the 
s t r c n ~ t h  f o r  t h e i r  continuous existeiice. Ii' tlnis i~ r e a l l y  so, ii. tile -.arth- 
bound q u a l i t i e s  a s  wel l  as the  spi r i tu-a1 s ide  of the  genrss of f o l k  podtry a r c  
doi~inant ,  ant: the  preservation of t h e i r  form an6 the i7  c f l e ~ t i v c n c s s  s o  c o w  
p e l l l i i ~ ,  thon t h o  questlor1 s r l s e s  a l ready s t a t e d  above: C,!n the  continuii i i -s  
of t h i s  world of t r a d i t i o n  survive the  d is rupt ivz  f c a t c r e s  01 our c i v i l i z 3 t i o n ?  
\ / i l l  thoy t11v.s srncrge again i n  a second world, a ~ ~ ~ o r l d  02 secondary zxperiencc, 
of econornir;al preZormati-oil, of a d i rec ted  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t r a d i t i o n  and i t s  
f orris and contents? But t h i s  is a. question i o r  the  fu tu re ,  aiii perhaps a 
iavorable i a t e  give; us s t i l l  the  p o s s i b i l i t y  t o  have hinted ~t i t  or c v c ~  
t o  have solved it. 
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