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, It has  long  been recognized t h a t  i t  t akes  s k i l l e d  humans t o  
e x p l o i t  n a t u r a l  resources,  t o  develop technology, t o  produce goods and  
se rv ices ,  t o  mobil ize c a p i t a l  and t o  t r a d e  e f f e c t i v e l y  on t h e  wor ld  
market. But t h e  l i n k s  between manpower development and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  . 
t r ade  a r e  harder t o  define.  Is manpow'er development responsive t o  t h e  
world market? This  paper . w i l l  explore t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between man- 
power development and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r ade  i n  post-independence 
Nigeria.  By reviewing , development plans, expenditures  i n  manpower 

6 development, conf igura t ion  o f  imports and expor ts ,  we w i l l  be a b l e  t o  
examine what r o l e  manpower deve lopmen t  has  . played i n  provid ing  t h e  ; 

skills needed t o  improve ~ i g e r i a ' s  pos i t i on  i n  world, t rade.  This  
9 , 

9 paper w i l l  a t t empt '  t o  answer, t h e  ques t ion  - To what ' degree h a v e  a 8 

Nigerian expendi tures  i n  manpower development cont r ibuted  t o  supplying 
sk i l l s  needed for '  p roduc t ion  f o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r ade?  \ 

. r # ,  ! 
9 .  

F i r s t ,  t h e  r a t i o n a l e  f o r  developing human reso&ces fob  economic . '  
8 "  

development w i l l  be reviewed. Secondly, we w i l l  look  a t  Niger ia  a t  
independence. What were the  imports  a n d  expor t s  o f  ~ i ~ e r i a  i n  t h e  
e a r l y  l96Os? What manpower development e x i s t e d  a t  t h a t  time? 
Thirdly, we w i l l  explore  how t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of  Nigerian t r a d e  has  
changed over + t h e  l a s t  twenty years .  Configurat ions o f  imports and ' , *  

expor t s  w i l l  be out l ined .  what  has  been t h e  f o c u s  o f  manpower 
development during t h a t  period? Is t h e r e  a match" between skills 
needed f o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r ade  and those  developed by publ ic  manpower 
expenditures? Are t h e r e .  empir ica l  d a t a  t o  support  t h e  propos i t ion  . 
t h a t  N ige r i a ' s  o f f i c i a l l y  sponsored manpower development has  provided 
skills necessary f o r  expor t ,  o r i en ted  economic development? F ina l ly ,  a ,  8 

t h e  paper w i l l  consider  o ther  f a c t o r s  i n  order  t o  provide more i n s i g h t  - 

i n t o  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  manpower and economic development. . , 

Economists have long been aware of t h e  c r i t i c a l  r o l e  of  human 
resources  i n  development. Adam Smith wrote of  a s o c i e t y ' s  acquired 
and i n n a t e  skills as nf ixed  c a p i t a l n  i n  t h e  He- & m: 

- The a c q u i s i t i o n  of  such t a l e n t s ,  by t h e  maintenance 
of  t h e  acqu i re r  dur ing  h i s  educat ion,  study, o r  
apprent iceship ,  always cos t  a r e a l  expense, which 
i s  a c a p i t a l  f i xed  and r e a l i z e d ,  as i t  were, i n  h i s  
person. Those t a l e n t s ,  as they make a p a r t  of his 
for tune ,  so  do they l ikewise  of,. t h a t  of t h e  soc ie ty  
t o  which he belongs.1 

8 

Alfred Marshall  r e f e r r e d  t o  educat ion "as  a na t iona l  investmentm 

^ and noted "the most va luable  of  a l l  c a p i t a l  is t h a t  inves ted  i n  human 
beings. "2 During t h e  development decade of t he  1960s much emphasis 
was placed on investments  i n  human c a p i t a l  f o r  economic development. 
Theodore W. Schul tz  wrote t h a t  investments  i n  humans - t h e i r  educa- 
t i on ,  h e a l t h  care ,  e t c .  - paid higher  dividends i n  economic develop- 
ment than  d i d  physical  c a p i t a l  o u t l a y s  -- dams, machinery, roads. 
Schul t z  s tudied  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between educat ional  expenditures  and 
subsequent wages and ca l cu la t ed  r e t u r n s  on the  "investmentn (Schultz ,  
1961). 
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Human r e s o u r c e s  became t h e  "u l t ima te  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  wea l th  - of  
n a t i o n s n  (Harbison, 1973, p. 3 ) -  The  r a t i o n a l e  f o r  developing a 
coun t ry ' s  human r e sou rce s  was t o  i n c r e a s e  n a t i o n a l  income and a b i l i t y  
t o  compete on t h e  world market. T h e s e i d e a s  o f f e r e d  promise  t o  t hose  
involved  i n  development. Planners ,  ' s ta tesmen,  p o l i  t i - c i a n s  and i n t e r -  
n a t i o n a l  agenc ies  became - convinced educa t i on  pa id  o f f  i n  economic 
advancement. Newly independent n a t i o n s  -began t o  w inves t "  i n  t h e i r  
human r e sou rce s  (Harbison, 1973, p. ' 78) .  Educat ional  planning 
c o n s i s t e d  l a r g e l y  o f  determining t h e  needs o f  a country f o r  persons 
possess ing  d i f f e r e n t  t ypes  o r  l e v e l s  o f  s k i l l s a n d  t hen  gea r ing  t h e  ' 

educa t i ona l  system t o  produce t h e s e  people. Education was t o b e  used 
a s  a t o o l  f o r  ach iev ing  economic development (Curie ,  1,973, pp. 
174-175). By producing t h e  t r a i n e d  manpower necessary f o r  
development, educa t i on  was t o  be t h e  b a s i s  f o r  economic * .  growth 
( ~ k i n i j e l e ,  1972, p. 2 ) .  . * a  . , ,  i 

Much has  been w r i t t e n  o n  t h e  " ~ r i  t i s h  system t h e  ~ k e r i a n s  , 

i n h e r i t e d  i n  October, 1 9 6 0  (Damachi, 1972; I k e j i a n i ,  1964; Loken, 
1969; Ukeje, 1966). A t  independence, t r a d e  was "based on t h e  expo r t  o f  
c a sh  c rops  and raw mater i ' a l s  and t h e  import  o f  c a p i t a l  equipment and 
manufactured produc ts  ( s e e  Table 1 ) . Formal educa t ion  had served t h e  ' *  

' + -  . 

manpower needs,  o f  t h e  c o l o n i a l  admin i s t r a t i on .  c o l o n i a l  s choo l s  had * 

prepared s t u d e n t s  f o r  work i n  government and commerce. It was no t  a n  
educa t i ona l  system designed t o  develop skills o r  l e a d e r s h i p ,  bu t  one - 

' 

based on t h e  B r i t i s h  ' curr iculum which t augh t  defe rence  t o  B r i t i s h  ' 
i d e a s  (See Table 2 on curr iculum) (Rodney, 1972, p. 264).  



TABLE 1 . EXPORTS AND IMPORTS, 1 960-1 1962; 

Export of Major Commodities . 
Thousands of Pounds 

Source: Central Bank of Nigeria: E ~ I I  a .UEu&&& ~%&K? 

December, 1963, p. 41. 

*Figures for 1960 and 1961 are for tin ore. 
' 



. Imports by Commodity Sections 
Thousands of Pounds 

Source: Diejomoah, 1965, p. 15. 



-5- I c 
, 

! 

TABLE 2. STANDARD CURRICULUM, 1 960. 
* ,  , ,  

" ,  8 

9 ,  

, I. L: Engl i sh  L'anguage (Compulsory) i , ,  , , 8 t  ; 

11.. Genera l  S u b j e c t s  : Engl i sh  ~ i t e r a t u r e ,  . B i b l e  , ; - v 

, , . , Knowledge, I s l a m i c  R e l i g i o u s  , Knowledge, 
J 

? . ,  , H i s t o r y ,  ~ e o ~ r a p h ~  + - 
' 111. Languages: La t i n ,  Greek, French, German, Ewe,  , I 

, * , , 

, b , .  Fante,  - Ga, Tiv E f i c ,  Hausa, Ibo ,  Yoruba, ;b , ,  
1 ' 

" ,  

Arabic  , . < , :  

I V  . Mathematical Sub j ec t s :  Mathematics, I 

I 

. , , Addi t iona l  Mathematics a d  , 

V. ,, 8 ' , Science  Sub jec t s :  General  s c i ence ,  General - , b 

, ! . ,  , Science  " (second s u b j e c t ) ,  Physics,  chemis t ry ,  , , 
I 

Biology, A g r i c u l t u r a l  Science,  Botany - '  ' I 
$ .  

V I .  . . 
, , Arts and Crafts: , * A r t ,  Music, Woodwork, L 

\ * 

J 

# ,  . . , Dressmaking, Cookery, General Housecr,af t Q +. 
V I I .  . * ,  Technical  and C o m m e r c i a l ~ ~ S u b j e c t s : ~ e c h a ~ c a l ~  

~ n ~ i n e e r i n ~ ,  Surveying, Technical-Drawing, 
I 

* .  , ' ~ o ~ e r c i a l S u b j e c t s ,  Commerce, P r i n c i p l e s  o f  . ,  , '  I 

' a ~ c c o u n t s ,  Heal th  Science.  % ,  I 

, , 

~ n p r a c t i c e ,  however, most 'grammar, s choo l s  s e l e c t  from * k I 

t h e  fo l lowing  s u b j e c t s :  Engl i sh  Literature, History,  
Geography, Biology, Physics ,  Chemistry, General ! 

I 
Sc ience,  La t i n ,  Elementary ~ a t h e m a t i c s ,  Addi t iona l  I 
mathematics. i 

4 < I Source: Ukeje, 1966, p. 84. 1 
I 

The i n c u l c a t i o n  o f  wes t e rn  a t t i t u d e s  and v a l u e s  had been t h e  hidden 
agenda o f  t h e  c o l o n i a l  schools ,  f o r  c l e r k s  and messenger boys d i d  n o t  
need t e c h n i c a l  skills (Damachi, 1972, p. 3). School ing had become a 

I r i t e  o f  passage from farming t o  more l u c r a t i v e  occupa t ions  i n  t h e  
modern s ec to r .  This  miss ion  school  h e r i t a g e  i n  t h e  Niger ian  educa- 
t i o n a l  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  emphasized l i t e r a t u r e ,  arts,  and s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s  
as opposed t o  s c i e n c e  o r  mathematics. The miss ion  t e a c h e r s  were 

n e i t h e r  i n t e r e s t e d  nor  academical ly  prepared t o  t e ach  a g r i c u l t u r e  o r  
t e c h n i c a l  sub j ec t s .  Whether miss ion  o r  government supported,  t h i s  
o r i e n t a t i o n  permeated a l l  c o l o n i a l  educa t i on  and by 1960 had been 
accep ted  by gene ra t i ons  o f  ~ r i  t i sh-encul  t u r a t e d  N ige r i ans  (Loken, 
1969, PP* 52-53). , , ' , 



P l a n t a t i o n  schemes f o r  commercials c rops  had done l i t t l e ,  t o  
promote a l i n k  be tween educa t ion  a n d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  development. The 
c o l o n i a l  mining i n d u s t r y  had a similar '' e f f e c t  . 'Farmers and miners  
l e a r n e d  skills f r o m  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  o r  on t h e  j o b ;  s choo l s  were 
r e se rved  f o r  government o r  c o m e r  c i a 1  worke r s  who r o s e  above manual 
l a b o r ,  achieved h igher  s t a t u s  a n d  a more Western s t anda rd  o f  l i v i n g  , 

(Uke je, 1966, p p .  104-105). This  dichotomy based on school ing  had 
been i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  by 1 960. 

4 

v " , * 

Another p a t t e r n  which Nigeria i n h e r i t e d  a t  independence was t h e  K 

d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  o f  educa t ion  by r eg ion  (Uke je, 1966, p. 62) .  Under 
t h e  c o l o n i a l  , government, t he  no r the rn  province o f  the Muslim Hausa and 
Fulan i  had been l a r g e l y  p ro t ec t ed  from t h e  s choo l s  o f  C h r i s t i a n  
m i s s i o n a r i e s ,  (Cur ie ,  1 973, pp. 88-89). ' I s l amic  s choo l s  provided 
l i t e r a c y  i n  Arabic and knowledge o f  t h e  Koran. It was i n  t h e  west and 
t h e  east t h a t  t h e  miss ionar ies '  succes s fu l ly  taught  'and converted f o r  
school  enrol lment  by reg ion) .  - Even though t h e  no r th  had a larger 
popula t ion  a t  independence, i t  was t h e  Bri t ish-educated Ibo  and Yoruba 
who had t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  skills and expe r i enceneeded  t o  run t h e  new 
government (Damachi, 1972, pp. 42-45) . A Western educated e l i t e  had 
been in s t rumen ta l  i ' n  " ga in ing  independence and  became t h e  new poii t ica l  
l e a d e r s h i p  (Damachi, 1 972, pea - f .  

----,- . - -*  - - - -- - - . . --  - -- - 
, .  . . - ' 

Table 3. School Enrol lment  by Region. 

SOUTHERN NIGERIA NORTHERN NIGERIA ."* - 

I * I ,  - , I , '  : :  + I ; ,  ? ,  
! ~ ,  -. 

Year 1 , , , Schools + 1 p u p i l s  ' i n  ~ t t e n d a n c e  1 , schools - - I ~ u p i  1s i n  Attendance 
I . * * ' ' - 1  * 1 a -. , I 7 - , '  \ <". b. 

t - - 
1 Pr imary - Secondary 1 pr imary . secondary1 Primary . - ~ e c o n d a r ~ [ ~ r i m a r y  Secondary 

I 
< b 

& '  
, . 

C' 
n k  = Figures no t  known 

Sources: Annual Report, Colony o f  Southern N iger ia ,  1906 (Lagos: Government P r i n t e r ,  1906), p. 199 ff. 
Annual Reports, Northern N ige r i a  1900-1911 (Kaduna: Government P r i n t e r ,  1900-1 1 ) .  

e 

A f r i c a n  Education (Oxford, N u f f i  e l  d Foundation 1953) pp. 47-48, 1953. 
Annual Report o f  t he  Department o f  Education f o r  t he  per iods  1955-1957 (Lagos, Federal 

Government P r i n t e r ,  1957). 
NB: The popu la t ion  o f  Northern N ige r i a  i s  g rea te r  than t h a t  o f  Southern N ige r i a  

Source: Adesina, 1977, p. 17. 



b 

The B r i t i s h  system a l s o  i n f luenced  urbaniza t ion .  The p l a n t a t i o n  
system o f  a g r i c u l  tye' had ; uprooted t r a d i  t i o n a l  landholdings. ,  -The 
c o l o n i a l  t a x a t ' i o n s y s t e m  had prope l led  workers i n t o  t h e  c o l o n i a l  ~ * *  ; 
monetary system. c a s h h a d  t o  be acqui red  t o  pay taxes .  Cashcrop 
farming, mining and urban employment became t h e  means . (Tukur and - 

. 
Olagunju, 1972, p. 93) .  Wages from p l a n t a t i o n  workers ,  and miners  l e d *  
t o  consumption o f  Western s t y l e  goods found i n  t h e  c i t i e s .  , Urban . , . 

employment o f  f 'ered more "money t o  worke r s  than  d i d  r u r a l  work., Men who 
* < .  

came as tehpo ' rary,  workers t o  e a r n  cash t o  t ake  home o f t e n  s t a y e d  i n  
t h e  urban web, &able  t o  accumulate s u f f i c i e n t  cash t o r e t i r e  t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  S c o r n i n g  r u r a l  employment, school  l e a v e r s h a d  turned  t o  t h e  
urban areas f o r  work i n  government o r  commerce (Damachi, 1972, pp. 
6-71 

A t  independence, t h e  new Nigerian state i n h e r i t e d  a n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
economy dependent on cash c rops  and mining f o r  f o r e i g n  exchange. 
Imports  cons i s t ed  o f  manufactured goods and machinery. Nigeria was 
almost  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t  i n  s t a p l e  foods tu f f s .  Schooling was b a s e d  on 
t h e  B r i t i s h  curr iculum and prepared s t u d e n t s  f o r  government o r  , 

c o m e r  cia1 jobs. Schools  suppl ied  t h e  needed manpower development f o r  
t h e  c o l o n i a l  adminis t ra t ion .  Education f o r  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l -  o r  mining 
s e c t o r  was through app ren t i ce sh ips  o r  on-the-job t r a i n i n g .  The d i s -  
t r i b u t i o n  o f  s choo l s  was heavi ly  weighted t o  t h e  e a s t e r n  and wes te rn  
provinces  l e a d i n g  t o  similar p a t t e r n s  i n  governmental admin i s t r a t i on  
and commerce i n  t h e  modern s ec to r .  T r a d i t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r e  had been 
upse t  by p l a n t a t i o n s  and t h e  cash crop economy. Urbanizat ion was 
a l r eady  l e a d i n g  , t o  problems o f  unemployment, overcrowding and d i s -  
s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  r u r a l  l i f e s t y l e s .  This  was t h e  s t a g e  set f o r  t h e  
new government o f  Nigeria on October 1 , 1 960. 

I n  t h e  twenty y e a r s  fo l lowing  independence Nige r i a  has  become t h e  
economic powerhouse of  b lack  Afr ica .  Seve ra l  t r ends  i n  t r a d e  and 
manpower development are apparent.  I n  t h e  e a r l y  1 960 s Nigeria 
cont inued t o  expand t h e  cash  crop economy i n h e r i t e d  from t h e  B r i t i s h .  
Two o v e r r i d i n g  f a c t o r s ,  t h e  c i v i l  war o f  1967-1971 and t h e  o i l  boom, 
e f f e c t i v e l y  changed t h e  Niger ian  economy by t h e  e a r l y  1970rs .  
A g r i c u l t r a l  expor t s  as f o r e i g n  exchange e a r n e r s  have p a l e d  beside t h e  
o i l  revenues. Imports  o f  f o o d s t u f f s  and consumer goods have r i s e n  
sharp ly  due t o  low p roduc t iv i t y  and l a c k  o f  i n c e n t i v e s  f o r  growing 
s t a p l e  foods. Consumption p a t  t e r n s  have changed due t o  i n c r e a s i n g  
urbaniza t ion ,  educat ion,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and communication. Government 

ft emphasis on formal educa t ion  h a s  l e d  t o  a massive expansion o f  school- 
i n g  c r e a t i n g  a gene ra t i on  wi th  new expec ta t ions ,  awareness, and 

-J employment problems. What has  been t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  
s h i f t s  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r a d e  and t h e  manpower development o f  t h i s  
per iod? F i r s t ,  l e t  us  l o o k  a t  t h e  con f igu ra t i on  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
t r a d e  i n  Table 4 below. 

I n  t h e  e a r l y  1960^s,  a g r i c u l t u r e  was by far t h e  most impor tan t  
s e c t o r  o f  t h e  Niger ian  economy. I n  1 962, a g r i c u l t u r a l  p roducts  
accounted f o r  about 86.1% o f  t h e  t o t a l  expor t  va lue  o f  major 



* ?  " 

commodities. Approximately '7'1 % of  t h e  t o t a l  male working a , *  ' f o r c e  "was . " . . engaged i n  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  f o r e s t r y ,  animal husbandry, ' f ishing:  and 
hunting (Diejonaoh, 1965, pp. 7-9) ,. The m a j o r i t y  of ~ i g e ' r i a n '  farmers ' Y  

worked small s c a t t e r e d  l o t s  a t  a subs is tence  l e v e l .  ' The- major food . " 

' 

crops o f  yams, cassava, 'gu i 'nea  corn, m i l l e t ,  ma ize ,  ' ridce, 'cocoyaa, , 

beans and cow p e a s w e r e  grown i n  such a manner. Some progress  was ' 

being made i n  in t roducing  modern methods, but  t h e  ma'jor b e n e f i t s ,  o f  ' -  

mechanization were still i n  t h e  hands of t h e  fore ign  f i rms,  government 
development' corpora t ions  and a few p r i v a t e  Nigerians who con t ro l l ed  
t h e  l a r g e  p l a n t a t i o n s  (Diejomoah, 1965, p. 8 ) .  



Export  Value of N i g e r i a ' s  Important  Exports , , 

1960-1970, i n  8N'OOO and i n  % 
r ,  3 6 "  

Cocoa 1 
Palmkernel s> 

Palmoi l  
I 

Groundnuts 
I 1 

Groundnut o i l  , , - - '1 
Groundnu t - cake -: ' I  

, ~1 Round t imber  
Sawwood . , l A  
Plywood , . , d T  . 
Cot ton 

, %  . 
, '  

Rubber 
1 

Hides, sk ins  
I 

4 "  I 
Crude o i l  
T i n  Ore s , 

, ' ' a  I 

T i n  Metal 
I ' 
I 

Col umbi t e  
Other Exports  

I 
I 

Export  of domestic goods 1 6 5 , 6 1 9  ' 100.1 1263,246 100.0 1 438,530 100.0 

Reexport 
I 
1 4,095 

I 
1 5,023 

I 
1 4,153 

Tota l  expo r t  169,714 1 268,269. , 1 442,683 
........................................................................................................... 
Source: Federal O f f i c e  o f  S t a t i  ~ t i c s :  Annual Abs t rac ts  of S t a t i s t i c s ,  Economic I nd i ca to r s ,  Review o f  

Ex te rna l  Trade 

N i g e r i a ' s  Import  S t ruc tu re  1960-1971, i n  $NIOOO and i n  % 

Year 1 Consumer goods 1 Raw ma te r i a l s  1 Cap i t a l  goods 1 To ta l  

1 1 I n te rmed ia te  goods 1 
1 W 000 % I ~ ^ N ' O O O  % 1 ifN'000 

I 
% [$.N'OOO 

1960 1 122.4 56.9 1 42.3 19.6 1 50.6 23.5) 215.3 
1961 1 121.4 54.8 I 45.0 20 .31  55.1 24.91221.5 
1962 1 105.0 51.9 1 44.2 21.8 1 53.2 26.31 202.4 
1963 1 103.0 49.9 1 50.9 24.7 1 52.5 25.41 206.4 
1964 1 109.5 43.2 1 63.9 25.2 1 80.1 31.61 253.5 
1965 1 112.3 41.0 1 63.7 23.2 1 98.2 35.81 274.2 
1966 1 98.4 38.5 1 51.0 20.0 1 106.2 41.5) 255.6 
1967 1 93.6 42.1 1 52.8 23.7 1 76.1 34.2) 222.5 
1968 1 65.5 24.8 1 -  , 56.3 29.9 1 66.6 35.31 188.4 
1969 1 73.8 31.8 1 72.6 31.2 1 85.9 * 37.01 232.3 
1970 1 108.9 29.5 1 104.6 28 .31  155.6 42.21369.1 , 

1971 1 174.7 32.9 1 128.3 24.1 1 228.8 43.01 531.8 
Source: I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Bank f o r  Recons t ruc t ion  and Development, The Current  , 

Economic P o s i t i o n  and Long Term Prospects o f  N iger ia ,  June 1972, 
Vol. 11, Table 3.5. 

t 

Source: Berger, 1975, pp. 53 and 57. 



Although manufacturing played a small r o l e  i n  Nigeria's economy 
( l - 3 / y  o f  GDP) i n  t h e  e a r l y  1960 's,  i t  was i n c r e a s i n g  s ign i f i can t ly .$  .- * -  

~ige r i an -made  products  inc luded  beer, s o f t  dri 'nks,  tobacco products,  - . , L  b 

t e x t i l e s ,  margarine,  cement, ,asbestos ,  p l a s t i c s  and phonograph - -- - -";' - -  --. - + .  ,. - 
records.  - - Some p r o g r e s s  was being made i n  o i l  m i l l i ng ,  rubber process- 
i ng ,  saw mi l l ing .  Mining con t r ibu t ed  less than  2% t o  t h e  Gross 
Domestic Product dur ing  t h e  e a r l y  1 960 s. Petroleum, discovered . - - ,  i n  - - . -  

-1 956,' was st'ill r e l a t i v e l y  unexploi ted.  Limestone, columbi te, t i n ,  
l e ad ,  z i n c ,  coa l ,  . l i g n i t e  and . i r o n  o r e  were being mined on a s m a l l  
s c a l e  1965, p. 9 ) .  - ,,, ' : 

q 2 

< ' 

  he N a t i o n a l  . ~ e v e l o ~ m h ' t  'plan o f  -1 962-1 96 8 ( see Table 5 below) 
emphasized inves tments  i n  n a t i o n a l  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ;  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  
communication systems, e l e c t r i f i c a t i o n  schemes, educat ion,  and town , 

and country planning l e d  t h e  list o f  proposed expendi tures .  Trade and 
i n d u s t r y  rece ived  over  twice t h e  proposed expendi tures  t h a t  primary 
product ion was allowed. Over 80% o f  t h e  c a p i t a l  investment of  t h e  
F i r s t  ~ e v e l o p m e n t  Plan was t o  .come from f o r e i g n  l o a n s  o r  g r an t s .  I n  
t h e  1964 ~ a t i o n a l  Development Plan Progress  Report t h e  a c t u a l  
expendi tures  f e l l  way below t h e  p l ans  ( s e e  excerp t ,  Table 6 ) .  
Although Nigeria was dependent on i t s  cash c rops  f o r  f o r e i g n  exchange, 
t h e  government was moving toward inc reased  manufacturing and indus- 
t r i a l i z a t i o n .  How d i d  t h e  new government's expansion o f  educa t ion  
match those skills needed t o  upgrade expor t s  o f ,  primary commodities 
and inc r~easemanufac tu red  goods? ' 



. Table 5. Nat iona l  Development Plan, 1962-1968. . ~t 
' * %  

. - , ' 1 . " -  # . , 

, ' 
, 1 

4 > * > >  
> 

, , '  , .* , , , 

NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 1962-68 + * * ,  d " ,  , * V d * "  4 

< ,  , 3  . ,  
a , , * ~  Revised Cost o f  t h e  Federal Government Programme 

' . .r s >  , , , ,~ 
. , 

Soc ia l  Overhead 
Water Suppl i es 
Education , 
Hea l th  
Town and Country Planning 
Soc ia l  We1 f a r e  
I nformat ion  

sub-Total 

, 

. + q ' b 8  

Sector  y ,, 

-. 
, > : ,  ' 

* , < , .  , * 6 ,  

4 : . ?  
, \ 

Economic. , . . t " % I  * a " 

' 

O r i g i n a l  1 I ~ e v i s e d  1 * d 1 Increase (+)  , '  

cos t  o f  I percentage I cos t  o f  I percentage f o r  Decrease ( - )  
P ro jec t s  I o f  - .  I ~ r o j e c t s  I o f  . l i n  Cost of P ro jec t s  

I # - I  . I 
m i l l i o n  1 1 m i l l i o n  1 - 1 m i l l i o n  

Pr imary Product ion , . , , 

Trade and I ndus t r y  , , 

E l e c t r i c i t y  I *  - 3 

Transport  
Cornmuni c a t i  ons 

Sub-Total 

F i nanc ia l  Ob l i ga t i ons  
~ i ' n a n c i a l  Ob l i ga t i ons  'I 2.2 1 0.5 1 4.9 1 0.9 1 + 2.7 

* 

General Adm in i s t r a t i on  I 

GRAND TOTAL 1 412.5 1 100.0- I 517.9 I 100.0 I+105.4  

20.5, 1 5.0 1 ,20.9 1 4.0 1 + 0.4 
44.0 1 ,  "10.6 I ,  44.2 . 1 . 8.5 : I  + 0 . 2  
9 8 . 1  1 , 23.8 1,!118.4 1 22.9 - 1  + 2 0 . 3  

104.0. 1 ,  ,,.25.2# - 1  ,137.5' 1 ,  26.6 1 -  +33.5 

Jud i  c i  a1 
General 

Sub-Total 

Source: Federal M i n i s t r y  o f  Economic Development, 1964, p. 61. 

30.0 
296.6 

0.3 1 0.1 [ 0.5 1 0.1 1 + 0 . 2  

7.3 
71.9 

43.9 
44.2 

28.3 
349.3 

10.6 
10.7 

5.5 
67.5, 

61.3 
61.8 

- 1.7 
+52.7 

11.8 
11.9 

+17.4 
+17.2 



, {  

I n  1960 t h e  Ashby Commission, made up o f  B r i t i s h ,  Niger ian and  --: - 

American educa t i ona l  p lanners ,  f o r e c a s t e d  Niger ian  educa t i ona l  needs 
* ,  , " a  

t o  1 980. The Ashby Repor t  - set  - g o a l s  f o r  manpower development  which - ' 

heav i ly  i n f l uenced  e d u c a t i o n a l  'expansi'on' f o r  t h e  nex t  two decades. 
J 

Frede r i ck  Harbison o f  Pr ince  t on  wro te  t h e  chap t e r  on , manpower 
development. . He s a w  ., c a p i t a l  and h igh- leve l  manpower as t h e  l i m i t i n g  - . 

, , -  * a  * 

f a c t o r s  i n '  N i g e r i a t  s f u t u r e :  , *  % 

1 ,  1 0 $ 8 . .  1 , '  < 

Of all t h e  r e s o u r c e s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  economic development 4.  

high l e v e l  manpower r e q u i r e s  t h e  l o n g e s t  lead-time f o r  S* 

+ crea t ion . .  Modern dams, power. s t a t i o n s ,  . - t e x t i l e  .. . + - . 
* 

f a c t o r i e s  o r  s t e e l  mills can be cons t ruc t ed  w i t h i n  a few 
years .  But i t  t ake  between 10 and 15 y e a r s  t o  develop,* ' 
managers, ' t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  and t h e  eng inee r s  t o  ' ' '  ' * ' ' 

ope ra t e  them. Schools  and bu i ld ings  ' can be e r e c t e d  i n  a - , 

mat t e r  o f  m o n t h s ~ b u t  ; i t  ' r e q u i r e s  decades  t o  develop ' ' '. 

high- leve lL  teacher 's  a n d  profess6rs .  3 



I 

Table 6 Excerpt f rom 1964 Nat ional  Development Plan Progress Report, p. 174. 

- 1 Plannedb ' 1 Actual  1 , '  Physical  '" " , 
, . IHOW f a r  t a r g e t  has been 

P ro jec t s  1 ~ x ~ e n d i  t u r e l  ~ x p e n d i t u r e l  ' Physical  Tanget ' " 1 Achievements Ireached and reasons f o r  
1 " s ~ '  1 * 1 " 1 a - ~ I f a i l i n g  t o '  reach arty o f  

,- I I ' " , -  I-, I 8 ,. 
, \ b  - 8 a 8 

1 t h e  t a r g e t  

I 
I ' ,  I I I I 

Agr. icul tura1 1 66,000 1 ' -  --- [To b u i l d  three- new c i r c l e 1  No h e  , l I n l 9 6 2 - 3 f u n d s w e r e n o t  

+ I " 1 experimental s ta t i ons  ' I - .  I a v a i l a b l e  hence none o f  A 

t he  experimental s t a t i o n s  
was bu i  1 t. I n  1963-4 a l so  
no th ing  was achieved. 
Th is  t ime t h e  reason was 
due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
funds a l l oca ted  t o  land 
a c q u i s i t i o n  was n o t  spent 
due t o  delay i n  negot ia-  
t i o n  f o r  land. I t  i s  hoped 
t h a t  progress w i l l - b e  
made i n  1964-5: 

I 
I 

I . ' . .  < 3 .  * I r f 
I 

I I 
I 

A g r i c u l t u r a l  1963-64 1 
' t l :  I : , '  " v I 

1 Extensions 461,530 ( i  ~ o t h i n ~  wis 'achieved Target was n o t  f u l l y  
I 

73,954' ( i  ) '  To develop 6,500 
I 

I 
( i  ) Tree 1 I 

I acres o f  cocoa., 1 s ,  [achieved owing t o  

Crops 1 I 
, . [ ( i i )  To e s t a b l i s h  6,360 [ ( i i )  ,160 acres o f  o i l  I l a c k  o f  funds 
, > 

I I 
. I  acres o f  o i 1 ,pa lm  . "  a palm were es tab l i shed 1 

I I ' 
h i i )  ( a )  To i ~ t a b l ~ i s h  I ( i i i )  l o o a c r e s  o f  - 

I I 
3,000 .acres o f  rubber. rubber were e s t a b l i -  1 
( b )  To k k h a b i l i t a t e  shed. 1 
586 acres of  rubber. I ( i v )  Nurser ies f o r  C i  t- 1 

I I ' ( i v )  ~ ~ o ' $ e v e l o ~  o the r  rus-;ere expanded avd 1 
I I t r e e  crops s u c ~  as 

' '  

supply s t a t i o n s  , f o r  1 
I I 

' ' 

C i t rus ,  Coffee, peas, banan+s were expanded 1 
Bananas and p lan ta in ,  1 %  

1 1 Mangoes, Kola, *F ib re  1 
I 

1 1 ' '! c r o p i h  and Cashew , 1 
I 

' I 

( i i )  L ive-  358,210 261,383- 11963-4 ( i )  To produce i ( i )  o n l j  318,000 day- ! Target  was o n l y  p a r t i a l  1y 

I stock 1 z ' 1 720,000 day-old ch icks  1 o l d  ch icks  were pro-  [reached, due t o  lack  o f  

1 1 1 ( i i )  To produce 600 tons 1 duced lfunds, inadequate ' 

I 1 , 1 o f  feed per-month 1 ( i  i ) Average product ion  lequiprnent and ma te r i a l  s. 

I * I  , 1 ( i  i i )  'To purchase f rom , 1 of feed was o n l y  336 1 
I I 1 overseas f i f t e e n  cows' 1 tons per  ,month 1 
1 1 , -  1 and two~'bu1 l s , ' ~ t o  supply1 
1 1 1 supplementary feed a i d  1 

I 

I - *  * I  # . -  1 f i f t y  r a b b i t s .  
I 

I I 
* I  

. l ( i v j  To import  e x o t i c  , 1 
I 
I 

I I 1 beef c a t t l e  f o r  cross 1 
1 1 1 breeding. 1 \ I  

I 

1 ' 1 )  1 (,v) To e s t a b l i s h  p iggery  1 d 
I I 1 a t  Fashola Stock Farm 1 1 

8 .  

> ,  

? 9 
$ 3 

1 

3 '  I 



. -. -. "-- -- -. -. The repr t  concluded t h a t  - -  i n t e rmed ia t e  -educat ion (secondary , a , : ---  ' * -' 

'" - ' - ' s c h o o l s )  should be a p r i o r i t y  over higher! educa t ion  and t h a t  primary l a , T .  
, . 

# ,  s - ' ,  

educa t ion  should be expanded-only a s  q u a l i f i e d  t e a c h e r s  were t ra ined .  
> ,  

* ' '    he e l i t i s t  makeup o f  t h e  Ashby Commission l e d  t o  a n  emphasis on 
high-powered management g o a l s  i n s t e a d  o f  educa t ion  f o r  t h e  reali t ies 

~ o f  - t he  major employment s e c t o r  of t h e  Nigerian economy--agricul ture 
(Adesina? 1977? pp* 74-76] ., Outl ined i n ,  t h e  r e p o r t  were f i g u r e s  which 
were t o  . be inc luded  i n  t h e  F i r s t  Development Plan ( s e e  Table 7 ?  

' '  educat ional ,  goa ls ,  below) : 
# f .  

I 

'  able 7.. Ashby Report Educat ional  Goals  

u r n ~ u ~ m m ~ u  
Of lpO0O c h i l d r e n  a t  age about  12 

+ - I lrO0O complete primary school  (accord ing  t o  t h e  
s commitment o f  un ive r sa l  primary educa t ion)  

1 -  : s 

f ,  

O f  t he se?  70 should e n t e r  secondary grammar schools  
(7 per cen t  of  t h e  age group) , 3 

.\ ' O f  t he se?  63- are l i k e l y  t o  complete t h e  School 
" *  - .  . -  

. . 
- c e r t i f i c a t e  course 

O f  t he se?  47 should s eek  p o s t s  (some of  which w i l l  be 
, , +  ' appren t i ce sh ips  o r  i nvo lve  i n - se rv i ce  

3 .  

, ( < -  

.. . t r a i n i n g ) <  and I a 

16 should go on t o  f u r t h e r  fu l l - t ime  o r  
b 'sandwicht t r a i n i n g  

, O f  t he se  16 10-1 1 should t ake  i n t e rmed ia t e  t r a i n i n g  
and 5-6 should gox , t o  a u n i v e r s i t y *  

. - n ' m - m d S 2  
. Of , I  ? O O O  c h i l d r e n  a t  age about  , ' I2  

250,'should complete s e n i o r  primary school  
' (25  per cen t  i n s t e a d ' o f  t h e  presen t  

9 percent )  1 

O f  t he se?  25 should e n t e r  secondary s c h o o l s L  
( 2  112 per cen t  of age group; a . . - -  - - .  

first o b j e c t i v e  only)  s ' ,  

' ,  s 
, O f  ' t h e s e ?  22 are , l i k e l y  t o  complete t h e  s i h o o l  

C e r t i f i c a t e  course 
. a ,  , , O f  t he se?  15 ,  should s eek  p o s t s  (some of  which w i l l  

be app ren t i ce sh ips  o r  i nvo lve  i n - se rv i ce  , , 

t r a i n i n g ) l  and , 8 

O f  the&'  7 ?  4-5 should takq i n t e y k d i a t e  t r a i n i n g  and 
2-3 should go t o  a u n i v e r s i t y  

! 
1 I Source: U w u -  p* '7. , , l ' ,  I 

I 
, , 

The Ashby Report became "Nigeria's educa t ion  b ib le ; \m as l a t e  as the '  
e a r l y  1 970 s educa t iona l  developments still ,,hinged on t h e  Ashby 

--.. proposa ls  (Asiwaju, 1972? p. 2 )  I n  accordance w i t h  t h e  Ashby Report? 1 t h e  F i r s t  Development Plan advocated educa t iona l  programme 
1 designed t o  i n c r e a s e  as r a p i d l y  and as economically as poss ib l e  t h e  
I 
1 high-level  manpower which,  i s  , ind ispensable  t o  a c c e l e r a t e d  developmentw 

- (Nat iona l  Development Plan9 1962, p. 87) .  The t h r e e  p r i o r i t i e s  se t  by 
I 



. t  , 8 

t h e  fedefial-  government were ( 1 ) r e i n f  o r c e i e n t  of  secondary 8'edukation ' 

and teacher  t ~ a i n i n g , .  (2) improvement i n  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  ,.primary 
educat ion,  and (3) ass i s t ' ance  t o  r eg iona l  u n i v e r s i t i e s  ' ( ~ d e s i n a ,  1 977, 
p. 82).  There were no r e v i s i o n s  "of t h e  w e s t e r n - k y l e  c u r r i c u l a  . , . < i n h e r i t e d  from t h e  B r i t i s h .  

These development p l ans  l e d  t o  t h e  fol lowing conf igu ra t ions  ;o f  ' 

* ,  s tuden t  enrol lment:  s < * .  

Table 88.. Student  Enrollment. < ,  , * 

c e r  t i f i c a t  
mastered i 

'e examinations d e t a i l s  what s u b j e c t  
n t h e i r  school ing:~  , 

Source: Adesina, 1977, p. 55. * ,  

, > 

9 ,  - 3 '  

What -was inc luded  i n  the, curriculum of  educat ion i n  - t he  1 960 a?  
What s u b j e c t s  were going t o  p r e p a r e > s t u d e n t a  t o  become t h e  needed 
manpower f o r  t h e  'new na t ion?  The 1 966. r e s u l t s ,  o f  secondary school  

t h e  s t u d e n t s  had 



Table 9. Resul ts  o f  Examinations, 1966. 

Results i n  I n d i v i d u a l  Subjects -- Percentage o f  Candidates ga in ing  C r e d i t  and above (School candidates.) 

1 Lagos 1 East 1 Nor th  1 West 1 Mid-West 1 A11 N ige r i a  

Subjects l ~ o t a l  Tot. l ~ o t a l  Tot. l ~ o t a l  T o t *  l ~ o t a l  Tot. ITota1 Tot. I T o t a l  Tot. 

1 En t rv  C r e d ~  t 
. % I  

v Cred IEn'try C r e d i t  
% 

I E n t r y  C r e d i t  % i t  , % 1 Entr-y- c r e d i t  
% 

[Ent+y C r k d i t  
Engl ish Language 
L a t i n  
Greek 
French 
Oral French 
E f i k  
Hausa 
1 bgo 
Yoruba 
Arabic 
Oral Engl ish 
Eng l ish  L i t e r a t u r e  
Re l ig ious  Knowledge 
Is lamic  Re l ig ious  Knowledge 
H is  t o r y  
Geography 
Mathematics, 
Add i t iona l  Mathematics 
Genera1 Science 
Addi d ional  Genera1 Science 
Physics - 

Chemistry 
B i  01 ogy 
A g r i c u l t u r a l  Science 
A r t  
Music 
Woodwork 
Metalwork 
Need1 ework 
Cookery 
Genera1 Housecraft 

1 9 I... 
1 25 1 17 

I 3 6 1 8  
I 4 4 1 1  
I 1 0 1 5  
1 ... I... 

Geometrical & Mechanical Drawing 1 46 1 29 . ... Geometrical & B u i l d i n g  Drawing 1 1.. 
Commercial Studies 1 3 1 1 3  
P r i n c i p l e s  o f  Accounts 1 3 0 . 1 2 0  
Heal thr Science 
:,d f ' . * -$ - -2t,: a -? 1 ,215 1 50 

I I 

9 , ,.iiSource:-, Appendix T ~ b l e s ~ ~ t ~ k e n  from, o r  based on, t h e  West A f r i c a n  Examinations Counci l ,  Annual Report f o r  t h e  Year* Ended 3 1  March 1966. , 
- 4 .  " *  & t* ., - 

a - ' Lagos, 1966. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ".. - , - '.< : 

c - ". *. -. - . a - 



9 ' 

The s u b j e c t s  f o r  ,which most s t u d e n t s  sat  e x a s  were Engl i sh  
Language, Rel ig ious  Knowledge, Biology, , History,  Addi t iona l  
Mathematics, and Engl i sh  L i t e r a t u r e *  Only 24 s tuden t s ,&  sat  exams i n  
A g r i c u l t u r a l  s c i ence  . compared t o  ,15,042 f i n  "Engl ish Language* ,8 More 
s t u d e n t s  s a t  t h e  L a t i n ,  exam than  t h e  t o t a l  o f  t he  s t u d e n t s  t a k i n g  
woodwork, metalwork, geometr ical  and mechanical drawing, and 
commercial s t u d i e s  exams* The con f igu ra t i on  o f  s t u d e n t s  by r eg ion  
demonstrates  : t h a t  the. no r th  continued t o  be underrepresented* ;It + 

t a k e s  q u i t e  a s t r e t c h ,  i n  'onef s imaginat ion , to  'belie-ve" t h i s  type  of 
educa t ion* 'matche i ' .  t h e  ,skills needed t o  improye Nigeria? s, gsi t i o n *  i n  
world t rade .  .Nei ther  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  + o r  manufacturing s e c t o r s *  would 
appear  t o  benef i t '  'from ' t he  &maJori t y  . of school  passes* a Le t  u s  t u r n  t o  
t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s *  , . What skills . ,  . were being developed  there? , , 

% c u  

, .  . 
' ,"Major 

f f 4 c  , , c, , s Number - ,  
, , 

1. Humanities ' 37 1 
2. ,Fine Arts' ' 

3e Law 
109 
40 I 

4 * '  Languages 161' 
- 5 *  S o c i a l  Sc iences  1,228 

\ 6. Education 600 
7 'Natura l  Sc iences  ' 424 
8. ' E n g i n e e r i w  and Technolorn 
ge , ,Medical Sc iences  - .  

573' 

* .  
" 321 

lo., .-. Agricu l ture  '. 376'  " 

17.  U n s ~ c i f i e d  
8 

, , > 8  4 
* ,  t ; ,  , #  , ' . , 4~9 532 

, - Source: ' Nigeria P r o j e c t  Task Force, 1967, p. 65. 
/ 

Although the.  ma jo r i t y  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  gradua tes  a r e , i n  t h e  s o c i a l  * ,  

sc"iences,  hmfani  t ies  o r  educat ion,  t h e r e  i s  'a  s i z a b l e  .prop,ortion o f  
'majors  i n  sci 'ence, erngineering, medicine and - a g r i c u l  ture-1 Only when 
we' compare t he se  numbers t o  a ~ ~ p u l a t i o n  o f  55 m i l l i o n  do we ' 

under s t and  t h e  de r  t h  o f  t r a i n e d  manpower 

I n  1967 Niger ia  'became embroiled i n  a bloody c i v i l  war which 
, 

d i s r u p t e d  t h e  economy as well as gene ra l  p rogress  towards development.\ 
This paper ' i s , ; n o t  focu'sing on p o l i t i c a l  events ,  but t h e r e  are some 
" l i n k s  be tween i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r ade ,  economic development, educa t ion  and . 
t h e  s eces s ion  o f  Biaf ra .  Some Nigeria wa tche r s ,  be l i eve  t h e  breaking - 
.ou t  o f  c i v i l  s trife 'between t h e  "Ibos o f  t h e  east and t h e  ~ a u s a - ~ u l a n i  

< 

of  ' t h e  'nor th  was a result o f  t h e  i n e q u a l i t y  i n  educa ' t ion, '  and 
the rg foee  p o s i t i o n s  i n  government, s i n c e  c o l o n i a l  times (Rothchi ld  and '" 

Curry, 1978, pa 45; , ~ & a c h i ,  1972, pp. 107-1 15) We have seen  t h a t ,  
' t h e  east had a much A higher  l eve l ' l o f  formal educa t ion  and t h e  I b o s  d id  
have a higher  propor t ion  o f  government j obs  than  t h e  no r the rne r s*  

, $ , , ? %  I * 
, - .  3 ,  + 

, , 

S i g n i f i c a n t  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  petroleum re sou rces  i n  t h e  east happen 
t o  co inc ide  w i th  t h e  c i v i l  w a r *  Specu la t i on  sought  e x t e r n a l  causes  
f o r  s eces s ion  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  o i l  weal th;  t h e  f edepa l  government 



c e r t a i n l y  fough t  hard t o  r e t a i n  the:  e a s t  because of  t h e  o i l .  ?n 1967 ,- , ,-  - , ,  

t h e  east was . t h e a  cen te r  of  t h e  o i l  palm indus t ry .  By t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  \ B  ' r ' ' -  -' 

war i n  1971 t h e  o i l  palm p l a n t a t i o n s  were v i r t u a l l y  'devastated. 1t 
was dur ing  t h e  l a t e  1 9 6 0 t s  and e a r l y  1970 t s  t h a t  t h e  Nigerian economy . . 

went through the  metamorphosis f rom an  a g r i c u l  tval base t o  one -' 
supported by petro-dol lars .  

, r  ' 

The lVOts have seen Niger ia  move i n t o  t h e  OPEC c a r t e l  a n d  assume ,- 

p o l i t i c a l  l eade r sh ip  i n  ~ f r i c a . '  A r t i c l e s  such as "West African o i l  -- 
at Las t  an  A l t e r n a t i v e  t o  t h e  Middl0e Eas t ,  " ~ i ~ e r i a  o n  course,  "The 
Most African Country, " "Nigeria:  A ,  O i l  Rich and Nervous, " "Nigeria: 
Af r i ca t  s New Power, " "Nigeria:  A Black "Power, "Nigeria S t rugg le s  with 
Boom Times, " po in t  t o  N ige r i a  i n  t h e  world view a s  r i c h ,  powerful and* 
somewhat unstable .  Compared wi th  i ts  s t a t u s  i n  1960, Niger ia  has  come 
a l o n g  way. Let  us  l ook  a t  how t h e  manpower' development of  t h e  1 V O t s  
fits t h e  needs of  N i g e r i a t s i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r a d e .  - An overview o f  g ros s  
domestic p roduc t  from I960 t o  1975 demonstrates  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  shift 
i n  t h e  economy. ., , , , 

, > . - *  , 

Table 11. GNP, 1960-1975. 
* 0 ,  

NIGERIA: Major Components o f  GNP ( -N- m i l l i o n )  
4 A 

&, . 

Year 1 A g r i c u l t u r e  1 Min ing and 1 Manufactur ing 1 E l e c t r i c i t y  1 B u i l d i n g  a n d ]  ~ i s t r i -  ' 1 ~ f a n s ~ o r t  

1 1 Quar ry ing  1 1 and Water 1 Cons t ruc t ion  1 b u t i o n  1 and Comrnu- . , -. I ,  , - . . I ' n i c a t i o n  
I I I I I . ' ?  I 

Source: 1. F.O.S. Annual Abstracts o f  S t a t i s t i c s ,  Lagos ,N iger ia .  " , , , I  3 ,. 

2. Federal M i n i s t r y  o f  In format ion,  Second Nat iona l  Development Plan, 1970-74, Lagos, 
i s  . N iger ia ,  1970. , # %  . , . . , . , 

3 .  c e n t r a l  Planning , O f f i c e , T h i  r d  Nat iona l  Development Plan, 1975-80, FMEDR, Lagos, ,, . 
' I : ,  a ' r  v % <  < N iger ia ,  1975. * " '  + L ,  , , .., 



NIGERIA: Growth Rates o f  Major Components of GNP ( Percentages) 
. *."" w 

Year 1 To ta l  1 Ag r i cu l t u re  1 .Min ing and 1 Manufac- 1 E l e c t r i -  1 B u i l d i n g  and 1 D i s t r i -  1 Transport and 

1 GNp 1 1 Quar ry ing  I t u r i n g  I c i t y  and I Construct ion I bu t i on  1 Communication 
I I , . .  1 Water , $  , .  I 

. . 

Mean 1 16.3 1 - 

- .  . -  ~ 

NIGERIA: Major Components of GNP (Percentages) - A  . .- , . + < ~ ,  * , .  , * L  ,. ? , ,  , 
- .. * 

Year 1 To ta l  1 Agricu1,ture 

I GNP I J h i  

1-N-mil l .  1 8 , 

1 9 6 0 1  2,244.61 ' 63.4 
6 1  1 2,373.41 61.7 
62 'I 2,630.81 ' *  61.2 
63 1'2,806.41 ' 4 r - 5 9 . 7  
64 1 2,914.01 ' 57.6 

d 65 'I 3,080.61 54.9 

r . I "  - '  
b .  , *  - . , >  

Mining and 1 Manufac-. 1 E l e c t r i -  [ B ~ i ~ l d i n g  and 1 D i s t r i -  1 Transport  and 
Quar ry ing  1 t u r i n g  1 c i t y  and 1 ' . ~ons t ruc t i on  1 bu t i on  1 Communication 

I 1 Water I * '  I I 

Source: Olayide, 1976, pp. 12-13. - 



I n  1972, o i l  production surpassed agr i cu l tu re ;  t h e  trends of 
increas ing importance of o i l  and decreasing importance of primary 
commodities f o r  - export - have continued i n t o  , , t h e  1980 ' s. See Table 12 , - - . .* . I <  

on expor ts  and imports i n  the  -1970's. - - - ,  - - A. 

... 

Table- 12. Exports and I m p ~ r t s ,  1973-1976- *. " -  . . . "  - " v  L 

. - . -+ " -, . > 

Exports 'of Major Commodi t i  e s  1973-76 8 N m i l l i on  
, 4  > ,  . . Index,of  Change, 1973- 76 , i 

b * 

Commodity ' 1973 1974 ' 1975 1 9 7 6  1973 = 100 , 

8 # 

i * 
, . 

1 1 2  , 159 8 ' 1976 - * 218 195 Cocoa' ' 
* 

P :  

'- ' 5  I - - - - - - 
f < 

- - Cotton (raw) ; a < 

46  7 * -  - -- - -  roundn nuts . . 
Groundnut cake 1 8  , '  5 1: . 3 ,  17 - ,  p - - ,  

I - 2 4  11 -- % 1 -- - - Groundnut o i  1 - 
a q 

Hides and sk in s  ' " 1 3  - 11 [ 7, ; 6 i a  46 

Pa lmke rne l s  : . T .  19  , 44 1 8  , 26 137 
a ' A  - - - - s b ,  

Palm o i l  ? , -I- , - -, , , T -  
i , ' .  

' $  

pe t ro l  (c rude)  " 1,894 5,366 4,630 . 6,1964 3 27 

33 1 5 \  14. 7 4 Rubber ( na tu r a l  ) - ' %  ' , ,  ' a .19 

~ i m b e r  ( l o g s  andsawn)  1 12  , 11 : 5 1 ,  8 
, ' 1 5  26 : 17 15,,  100 Tin Metal 

' ( j t h e r " ~ o m m o ~ i t i e s  " ' - -  102 - -  1 2 2  - -  - 5 3 144 . 141  

Total 2,277 ' 5,794 ,4,925r 6,623, 291 
83 - , -.93 - . - 9 4  . 94 . - - Petroleum a s  % ' t o t a l  * 

- 

Source: Nigeria  Trade Summary 



Table 12. (cont inued) , , 

& ,  * a >  8 8 

IMPORTS BY TYPE OF PRODUCT 1973-76 , 

by  Value N m i l l i o n  
S I TC 

Sections 
8 9 b ,  

1973 

Food . 
3 '  

, 126.0 
Beverages and Tobacco ' 5.2 
Crude m a t e r i a l s  " 27.0 
~i nera l  fuels '  , 14.0 
Animal and Vegetable o i  1s , * ,  1.4 
Chemi c a l  s 133.0 
Manufactured goods 324.0 
Machinery and Transport equipment 491 .O 
M i  scel  laneous manufactured goods , 94.0, 

9 . Miscel laneous t ransac t ions  8.6 -10.6 10.7 10.5 e 

To t a  1 1,225.0 1,737.0 3,722.0, 5,135.0 
T . 

INDEX OF GROWTH , , 
3 ,  

0 . ' Food 100 123 237 351 
1 : Beverages and Tobacco ' - , 1 0 0  175 923 1,231 

* b 2 .  . . 
. ,  " 

, Crude ma te r i a l s  100 237'' ' 274 293 , , 

3 , ,  M inera l  fue l  s 100 393 714 1,293 
8 . -  

4 , Animal and Vegetable o i  1 s ' ' 100 ,257  , , 636' 1,786' 
5 Chemicals 100 144 250 299 
6 Manufactured goods 100 161 311 3 5 1  
7 Machinery and Transport equipment 100 125 , *  318 499 
8 Miscel laneous manufactured goods 100 121 297 373 
9 Mi scel  laneous t ransac t ions  100 123 124 122 

To ta l  100 142 3 04 419 
Source: N ige r i a  Trade Summary 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
IMPORTS BY END USE 1974-80 

' 

* .  
Table 84.1 Current  Pr ices '  N m i l l i o n  

' 1-974-75 ,197-5-76 1976-77 1977-78 1978-79 1979-80 
Consumer Goods ( t o t a l )  609.1 ' 830.'9 1,096.1 1,419.1 1,840.7 2,253.0 

Non-durabl e, 401.2, 526.7 685.8 , , 872.1 1,093.4 1,282.4 
Food 8 4 204.7' 272 .4  ' 355.2 462.1 593.4 729.8 
Tex t i  l e s  39.3 . 45.4 . 55.1 ' 62.4 65.9 42.5 
Others "157.2 208.9 - ,275.5 347.6 434.1 510.0 

Durable ( o t h e r  than ca rs )  - 96.6 140.7 196.0' 282.2 412.0 559.7 
Â¥ Passenger cars  111.3 163.5 214.3 265.8 335.3 , 410.9 

\ 

Cap i ta l  Goods ( t o t a l  ) * f e 584.5 , 819.5 1,117.6 1,517.2 2,098.9 2,834.0 
4 Cap i ta l  equipment 433.8 ' - , 6 0 8 . 4  826.7 1,116.5 1,538.5 2,054.6, 

Transport  equipment . 150.6% 211.1 , 290.9 400.7 560.4 779.4 

Intermediate goods 443.8* 619.7 848.1 1,153.3 1,554.9 1,998.1 
Raw ma te r i a l s  4 1 4 . 3  '-590.2 817.5 1,112.4 1,521.9 1,976.7 
Fuel 29.5.' , 29.5 -30.6 40.9 33.0 21.4 

TOTAL- 1,637.4 2,270.1 3.061.8 4,089.6 5,494.5 7,085.1 



Table 12. (con t inued)  , . , . -  I > . , I 

/ 

IMPORTS BY END USE 1974-80 (cont inued) , , .  , , 

- ,  - - .. 
Table 84.2 percentage ~ i s t r i  b u t i o n  - * 

pe r  cen t  a 

Consumer Goods ( t o t a l  ) 37.2 ' 36.6 35.8 34.7 
, . 

Non-durabl e ' 24.5 23.2 22.4 21.3 
Food . F .  12.5 12.0 11.6 11.3 
T e x t i l e s  ' +  2.4 2.0 1.8 1.5 
Others - + 9.6 9.2 9.0 8.5 

Durable , #  , - ,  , 5#.9 6.2 6.4 6.9 

Passenger cars '  6.8 7.2 7.0 6.5 
' 8 , > 

' < 

Cap i t a l  Goods ( t o t a l  ) , 35.7 3 6 . 1  36.5 * ~ 37 .1 -  
Cap i t a l  equipment" 26.5. 26.8 - 27.0 " ' ' 27.3- 
Transport  equipment 9 . 2  9.3 9.5 9.8 10.2 11.0 

I 

- - < s  

In te rmed ia te  Goods 27.1 27.3 27.7 28.2 28.3 ' 28.2 
Raw m a t e r i a l s  . - - 25.3 26.0 2 6 . 7  27.2 27.7 - 27.9 - 
Fuels 1.8 1 .3  1.0 1 .O 0.6 0.3 

To ta l  100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Source : Thi  r d  Development Plan % t 

. .  
, a  

1 , .  ' 5 

Source: Mac1 ean and' Arnol,d, 1978, pp. 77-79 

/ # $ "  . ? { >  , . "  
- \ , , 

, 8 
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By 1980 o i l  accounted f o r  96.4% o f  expor t  revenues. Cocoa, t he  second 
l a r g e s t  export ,  accounted f o r  only 1.5% of  export  revenues. ' The o i l  
boom has  r a d i c a l l y '  a l t e r e d  ~ ige r i a ' s  conf igura t ion  o f '  exports.  
Import*s t e l l  another  important s tory .  . . + 

f ,  . . p >  

5 :' , %  

compared wi th  t h e  import c o n f i g u r a t i o n o f  t h e  1 96O3s,' imports  o f  
c a p i t a l  goods and consumer goods a r e  propor t ional ly  less i n  t h e  
1970's. The impor t  o f  Intermediate  goods, e s p e c i a l l y  raw mater ia l s ,  

Ã rose  from a 21-35 average  of  t o t a l  imports  i n  t h e  1 960 s t o  '27.8% i n  
t h e  1970%. Although imports  o f  consumer goods and c a p i t a l  goods 
continue t o  rise, s e v e r a l  no t i ceab le  d i f f e r e n c e s  e x i s t  i n  t h e  Nigerian 

G market and economic p o l i c i e s  o f  t h e  1 970's. 

- Manufacturing r e c e i v e d  a b ig  boost i n  t h e  19701s due t o  a , ,  : 
combination o f  import s u b s t i t u t i o n  r e g u l a t i o n s  and heavy , c a p i t a l  
out lays .  ' The Second ( 1970-1 974) and Third ( 1975-1 980) National 
Development Plans ( see  Table 13 f o r  overview) s e t  ob jec t ives  f o r  
i nd igen iza t ion  o f  manpower 'and ownership, promotion o f  import 
s u b s t i t u t i o n  r e g u l a t i o n  and expansion and d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  of  manuf ac- 

, t u r i n g  and i n d u s t r i a l  development (Second ~evelopment  Plan quoted by 
Berger, 1 9 7 5 ,  pp. 1-3). 

The first s t age  of  i nd igen iza t ion  was enacted i n  1972 with two ' , 

schedules  covering e n t e r p r i s e s  which were t o  be t o t a l l y  Nigerian owned 
and those  i n  which not  l e s s  t h a n  60 percent  of  t he  equ i ty  , should be 
owned by Nigerians (Maclean and Arnold, 1978, pp. 15-16). Later  

. phases i n  1076 and 1077 e s t ab l i shed  a t h i r d  schedule i n  which 
Nigerians must hold a minimum of  40 percent  equi ty.  The 1,977 Nigerian , 

Ente rp r i se s  Promotion Degree s e t  f o r t h  a l l  t h e .  i nd igen iza t ion  cate-  > 8 

g o r i e s  and cond i t ions  ( see  Appendix A ) .  
* m  t ! 

# , 4  \ b  

Although the  ind igen iza t ion  p o l i c i e s  were unpopu la rwi th  f o r e i g n  
i n v e s t o r s ,  c l e a r l y  def ined  ' s e c t o r s  f o r  fo re ign  inves tment  have been , 

o f f i c i a l l y  designated (Teriba and Kayode, 1977, p. 28; Schatz,  1977, 
p., 23). I n d u s t r i e s  reserved f o r  e f f e c t i v e  d i r e c t  public-sector ,  # ,  

c on t ro l  are i ron '  and steel production, petro-chemicals, f e r t i l i z e r  and 
petroleum products. Mixed ventures  inc lude  production o f  cash crops, 
food processing, f o r e s t  i n d u s t r i e s  and cons t ruc t ion .  ~ n d i g e n i z a t i o n  
a l s o  meant t h e  promotion o f  indigenous manpower development i n  t h e  
i n d u s t r i a l  s ec to r .  Quota systems were s e t  on t h e  acceptable  
percentage o f  e x p a t r i a t e s  per Nigerians employed (Berger, 1975, p. 
186). Depending on t h e  indus t ry ,  quotas  and t h e  observance of quotas  e 

have va r i ed  g r e a t l y  ( s e e  Berger, 1975, p. 186-1 95 f o r  a thorough 

A 
d i scuss ion  o f  t h e  problems and p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  quo ta  system). 

* 2 , 
7 a- 



< ,  

Table 13. second Nat iona l  ~ i v e l o ~ m e n t  plan, 1970-1975, and T h i  r d  Nat iona l  Development Plan, 1975-1980. 
5 * 

2 .  

SUMMARY OF SECOND NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN PUBLIC 
' '. SECTOR INVESTMENT PROGRAM, 1970171 - 1973/74 

s , #  - .  

To ta l  
', - - Federal ~overnment  State>Governments' 

Amount Share Amount , Share Amount " , Share rn 
L- 

, 

, ( L  N  M i l l . )  % ( L  N M i l l . )  % ( L  N  ill.) ' % 

Economi c  
A g r i c u l t u r e  107.7 
L ivestock,  Fo res t r y  a 

and f i s h i n g  * 25.0- 
M i  n i  ng 2.6 
I n d u s t r y  86.0 
Commerce and f inance 18.9 
Fuel and power " 

Transport  
Communi ca t i ons  
Resett lement and 

Rehabi 1  i t a t i o n  

Sub-tota l  

Soc ia l  
Education . 

Hea l t h  
In fo rmat ion  
Labor and soc ia l  

We1 fa re  
Town and count ry  

Planning , ' 

Water and sewerage 

, , 

Sub-tota l  

Admi n i  s t r a t i o n  " 

General Adminis- ' 

t r a t i o n  ,a 

Defense and 
Secu r t i y  

Sub-tota l  

F i nanc ia l  Ob l i ga t i on  

Nominal To ta l  , 

Less underspending 

Less t r a n s f e r s  

Net t o t a l  

Source: Second Nat iona l  Development Plan 1970-74, Chapter 27. 



'3. *tt 
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Table 13. (Continued) 

PUBLIC SECTOR CAPITAL PROGRAMME BY SECTOR 1975-80 

Sector O r i g i n a l  Plan r Revised P lan  % Increase 

Federa 1 S ta te  Tota l  , Federal S ta te  Tota l  Federal s t a t e  Tota l  

Economic: , . - * .  -> -. 

Ag r i cu l  t u r e  
I r r i g a t i o n *  
L ivestock 

J 

~ o r e s t r y  
F ishery  
Manfactur i  ng and C r a f t  
M in ing  and Quar ry ing  
Commerce and Finance 
Co-operative and Supply ** 
Power 
Transport 
Communications 
Tota l  Economic 

Socia l  Service: 
Education 
Hea l th  
In fo rmat ion  
Labour - 
Soc ia l  Development and Sports 
Tota l  Socia l  Service 

Regional Development: 
Water 
Sewerage and Drainage 
Housing 
Town and Country Planning 
Community Development and 

Cooperative ** 
Tota l  Regional Development 

Admin is t ra t ion  
Defence and Secur i ty  
General Admin is t ra t ion  

= - - -  " A  " .... 
a 1,124 620 - 646 1,266 a 

Tota l  Admin is t ra t ion  4,035 5 6 13 
- 13 -, 

425 - 4,450+. - - 4,970 .- 646 - 5,616 
GRAND TOTAL 

2 3  
26,165 6,690 32,855 33,921 + 9,393 43,314 56 26 

- + T - - : - - L 2 - -  2 . - ,  . . - . .  - - - 
30 a - 40 37 

v c i t i o n  -inciuaea wi t n  A g r i c u l t u r e  i n  O r i g i n a l  Plan. The % increase i s  f o r  both. 
**Co-operatives s h i f t e d  f rom Regional Development t o  Economic Sector i n  Revised Plan= Source: Th i rd  Development Plan 

Sources: World Bank, 1974, p. 232; Olayide, 1976, p. 186 



Import s u b s t i t u t i o n  has  h a d  a n  impac t  i n  both encouraging t h e  
growth o f "  domestic indus t ry  and inc reas ing  t h e  import of rtaw ma te r i a l s  
and in termedia te  goods (Berger, 1975, pp. 46-55). I n  1975 4 

approximately 60% o f  Niger ia ' s  i n d u s t r i a l  output  was consumed 
domestically.  It i s  hoped t h e  production of  more i n t e r m e d i a t e  goods 
a t  home w i l l  reduce t h e  import dependence of l o c a l  indus t ry ,  i nc rease  
t h e  va lue  added and reduce the  fo re ign  exchange dep le t ion  (Second . . s  

7 ,  

National  Development Plan,  1970, p. 282). When t h e  balance of ' 
payments dropped i n t o  a d e f i c i t  i n  1977, s t r i c t e r  import r e g u l a t i o n s  
were imposed t o  con t ro l  t h e  i m p o r t a t i o n  of  consumer goods, e spec ia l ly  , , 

luxury i tems ( A t c i ~  &2UU1 aÂ Ite aahaca, 1980-81, p. 767) .' , 
i 

The rap id  expansion o f  manufacturing has  a l t e r e d  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of 
imports. Increased demand f o r  i m p o r t e d  raw mate r i a l s  and c a p i t a l  * 

equipment r e f l e c t  t h e  growth of en te rp r i se .  Another change has  been I 

i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t rade.  , No longer  d o e s  Great  B r i t a i n  ' ! 

dominate Nigerian t rade .  Huge expor t s  o f  petroleum t o  t h e  uni ted  
S t a t e s  and an inc rease  i n  t r a d e  wi th  the  E.E.C. coun t r i e s  have f 

, rep laced  dependency on B r i t a i n  f o r  imports  and markets (m S o u  ,- - , ' 
1 

/ ? , , *. .aÂ£..fch .Sahaca, 1 980-81 , pa z 767 b , , * , -  

I These changes i n  t h e  conf igura t ion  o f  imports  and expor t s  demand -, 

a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  both the  quan t i ty  and q u a l i t y  of s k i l l e d  manpower. How ': , ' 

a can ind igen iza t ion  p o l i c i e s  work without  q u a l i f i e d  Nigerians? 
Although f inance  has  not  been a r e s t r a i n t  on Nigerian.  development i n  - *  

t h e  19'70's. t r a ined  manpower c e r t a i n l y  has been. T h e  shortage of - - .  
t r a i n e d  manpower a f f e c t s  not  only who b e n e f i t s  from c a p i t a l  investment 
schemes ( e x p a t r i a t e s  o r  Nigerians)  but  a l s o  which sec to r s ,  i n d u s t r i e s  
o r  bus inesses  a r e  developed (Maclean and Arnold, 1978, p. 27).  Lack 
o f  s k i l l e d  and motivated manpower i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  continues t o  drag ; . 

upon t h e  economy with continued c o s t s  of  imporked ' foods tu f f s  (Shaw and 
Fasehun, 1980, pp. 561-562). Let us look a t  t h e  pro jec ted  manpower 
demand and supply under the  Third Development Plan ( see  Table 14) .  



, ,. ' ,  Table 14. Pro jec ted  Manpower Demand and Supply, '1975-80. % ,  

L 

a ,  - ,  . - - b .* . ' " #  

Manpower Budget 1975-80 
, . Seni o r -Leve l  Manpower . .* . , , 

' . I ,  Source No 

e 

( i  
. , ( i i )  

Ã‡ i i i )  

Demand 
! ,  " 

1975 openking stock i n  l a r g e  and medium s i zees tab l i shmen ts  ' + , '  91,500 
1980 employment l e v e l  ( p ro j ec ted )  , , -  126.750 
Add i t i ona l  requirements ( l a r g e  and medium s i z e  

establ ishments ( i i - i )  35,250 
Cumulative wastage over  t h e  1975-80 p e r i o d  7,700 

. ,  ~ o t a l  requir:ements i n  l a r g e  and medium s c a l e  es tab l  ishments ' 
# ,  . 8 

( i i i .  + i v )  , ~ ' 42.950 
A ; '  , ,1975 bpen i  ng s tock  i n i m a l  1  ' s i z e  es tab l  i shmelnts' 

,, 
19,500' 

a 24.700 1980 employment l e v e l  ( p r o j e c t e d )  
~ d d i  t ion 'a l  requirementsk (smal l  sca le  es tab l  i shments ) (v i  i - v i  ) 5.200 

i x )  cumulat ive wastage over  t h e  1975-80 p e r i o d  1,060 
( x )  To ta l  requirements i n  smal l  sca le  establ ishmen'ts ( v i i i '  + i x ) '  ' -  6,260 

x i )  To ta l  requirements i n  a l l  establ ishments ( v  + x )  49.210 " 

7 ~ . b ,  

2 8 , . '  ' n * '  x 

" Supply , '  ' 

x i  i ) 1975-80 graduate o u t - t u r n  f rom l o c a l  u n i v e r s i t i e s  , , 28,800' 
L 

( x i  i i ) S u p p l y  f r om,  l o c a l  non-univers i  t y  i n s t i t u t i o n s  4.000 
( x i v )  ' " ~ u ~ ~ l ~  of graduates -from overseas i n s t i t u t i o n s  ' ' , .  1.600 ' 

x v )  Other ex te rna l  suppl i e s  o f  qua1 i f i e d  ~ i g e r i a n s  3,000 
( x v i  ) Supply through upgrading f rom in te rmed ia te  category ' a * 6.150 a 

' To ta l  43.550 

I ntermediate-Level Personnel 

Source No 
" , ,  

Demand 
, I / * .  , . '  ' 

197,5. opening s tock  i n  l a r g e  and medium s i z e  es tab l  i shments 
1980 employment l e v e l  ( p ro j ec ted )  ! ,  

Add i t i ona l r equ i remen ts  ( l a r g e  and medium s i z e  a , .- , 

es tabl ishments ( i i - i )  . , ' 

Cumulative wastage. over t h e  1975-80 p e r i o d s  
To ta l  requirements i n  l a r g e  and medium sca le  establ ishments 

iii + i v )  
e- . 

1975 opening s tock  i n  smal l  s i z e  es tab l  ishments 
1980 employment l e v e l  ( p ro j ec ted )  
Add i t i ona l  requirements (smal l  s i z e  es tab l  i shments ) (v i  i - v i  ) 
Cumulative wastage over  t h e  1975-80 
TotaL requirements i n  smal l  sca le  establ ishments ( v i  i i + i x )  
To ta l  requirements i n  a1 1  establ ishments ( v  + x) 

( x i i )  Loss due t o  upgrading t o  sen io r  category 6,150 
N e t B a l a n c e ( x i . + X i i )  * # .  .. , 139.510 , 

, < >  
4 : ,  h 8 .  

" ~ 

4 v  
P L  , 



\ 

Table 14. (continued) ' " 4 ,,. 9 + I- I f  , ,  
8 ,  

, + . -. . L . -  2 . .  
9 - -  - .- " . -. - ."a- " *  - * .  .. - *-.--" * " . "~ ." * -. t 

- - (x i  ii ) Out - tu rn  from loca l  technica l  col leges/col  leges of technology 29,030 ..- * "  

- - - ( x i v )  Supply from o the r  post-secondary i n s t i t u t i o n s  " -  22,500 
x v )  ~ n t r a n t s  from overseas 5,000 

x v i )  Supply through u p g r a d i n g f r o m l o w e r l e v e l  69,760 
. Total . - 126,290 

, r ,  

Source,: Third Development Plan. 
. - > ,  

~t appears  t h a t  expansion of ,  ' i ndus t ry  and manbf a c t w i n g  is ,  l a r g e l y  
dependent upon secondary school and un ive r s i ty  graduates .  It i s  ' 

i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  note t h e  r o l e ,  t echn ica l  educat ion i s  projec ted  t o  play,, 
i n  f u l f i l l i n g  in termedia te  l e v e l  needs. Obviously these  p lans  do noti  
i nc lude  t h e  unsk i l l ed ,  f ac to ry  workers o r  subs is tence  farmers who, make, 
up t h e  major i ty  o f  ~ i ~ e r i a n ; .  With these'  p r o j e c t i o n s  i n  mind, l e t  u s  
examine t h e  educat ional  system of  ~ i ~ e r i a  i n  t h e  1970 ' 8 .  , H O W  has  ', ' 

formal educat ion evolved?'  what informal  t r a i n i n g  programs e x i s t ?  To - 
what degree have expenditures  i n  manpower development cont r ibuted  - t o  * 

supplying ski l ls  needed f o r  production f o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r ade  o r  
i m p o r t  s u b s t i t u t i o n ?  L a * L  . - 

* . *  ' "  . + ,  v ,  

. 
Since independence, educat ion has  continued t o  be a development 

p r i o r i t y .  Formal educat ion has  expanded a t  a phenomenal r a t e .  ' , ' 

Introduced i n  1976 i n  t h e  ~ h i r d  Development Plan, t h e  univer-sal '  , 

primary educat ion - ( UPE) ' program has  considerably increased  - educat ional  - 
oppor tun i t i e s  - and func t iona l  l i t e r a c y .  However, wi th  a population 
growth of 2.5 t o  3.5%) universa l  educat ion c r e a t e s  a cons tant  demand 
f o r  continued c a p i t a l  investment. The s t a t i s t i c s  f o r  enrol lments  i n  
t h e  19701s and i n t o  t h e  1980ts  are q u i t e  impressive q u a n t i t a t i v e l y  i n  * -  - 
t h e k - r a t e s  o f  expansion:  - - .  - "  - " - - - -. - 

1 
8 %  , '  $ * - . +  

- L ' s ,  < ' - t  
' t 

Primary. ' 3,894.5 4,746.8 " 8 , 3 0 0 .  ' 11,457.7 A 

Secondary 343.3 - 448.9 * 507.29~ ,1,650'.3 ' ?  

. . > , * > .  Technical and vocat ional '  r , ,  , 
$ ; ) a >  ' : ,' ,, 

secondary schools  15.6 22.6 N.A.d>' :118. 

L > 
' 9  , ' 2 ,- ' 3 t e chn ica l  t r a i n i n g  . . 2 ,  

8 .  c o l l eges  , C- g 38.1 ' 47.0 ' I N.A.d 6 2356 
14.4 23.2 . , 32.3 5 L f 2 8 , 5 3 , - s :  $. Universi ty 

' *  a : ;  6 * i ' . *  
.> r , ' ,  I *  * , . " .  - 1 f > , 

(a )  197.1 and 1973 f i g u r e s  f r o m  Adesina,.1977, p . 5 5 . '  ( b )  1976 ' f i gu res  
from m i c a , J l e s e a r &  m, February 28,~~1981*,~~;pp.- 5821. ---;(c) 1 9 8 0 , -  
f i t u r e s  fpom Asante, nNigeria on -Course, i n  ~ + N ~ ~ J L f 4 f ,  - O c t o b r ,  - .  

1980, pp. 11 8-120. ( d )  N. A. = not  ava i lab le .  ( e )  A caut ionary note: 
t hese  f i g u r e s  a r e  se l f - repor ted  da ta ;  t h e  1 980 f i g u r e s  a r e .  remarkably , 

s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  Third Development Plain s pro jec ted  enrollment. 



' ~3 a ,  ' 
' The q u a l i t y  b,f N ige r i a ' s  educa t iona l '  system c a n n o t b e  e a s i l y  
evaluated ( s e e  Yesufu, 1 974, pp. 58-60 f o r  comments on t h e  l a c k  o f  1 1  - 
q u a l i t y  i n  N ige r i a ' s  ed-ucat ional  expansion).  C e r t a i , d y  teachihg  
m a t e r i a l s  and q u a l i f i e d  t eache r s  have, not  been a b l e  t o  expand ' a s  l 

r a p i d l y  a s  have erkollments.  Although t h e ,  major i ty  'of primary and . , 

secondary school  s tuden t s  cont inue ' t o  choose t h e  c l a s s i c a l  curriculum, ,< , ,% , 

Nige r i a ' s  e f f o r t s  ' i n  t e c h n i c a l  educa t ion  are q u i t e  remarkable. , . ' 

Twenty-four poly techni,cs,  two f e d e r a l  t echn ica l  teacher  co l l eges ,  ,260 
teacher  co l l eges  and 35 i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f f e r i n g  t h e  National  c e r t i f i c a t e  
of  Education provide , '  coursework f o r  t echn ica l  careers .  (See Table 16 , ' 

f o r  Enrollment a n d  Out-Turn o f  t h e  Technical Colleges.  ) Niger ia  now 
has 13 u n i v e r s i t i e s  wi th  t h r e e  'more i n  t h e  planning s tages .  , I n  1982 
t h e  Open Universi ty  began o f f e r i n g  courses  t o  par t- t ime s tuden t s  who 
are o l d e r o r w h o  cannot l e a v e  t h e i r  j o b s  f o r  fu l l - t ime  s t u d i e s  , 

(Asante, ,1980, p. L120). 

,. a-. ---- -..- 2- -- - --- ---.-.-- .--------- - - -  - ---. --- ----- 
\ 

- 
Table 16. Enrol lment  and Out-Turn of t he  Technical  Col leges. 

Pro jec ted  Enrol lment  of Col leges o f  Technology and Polytechnics 
1975-76 and 1979-80 

Pro jec ted  Enrol  lment 
Courses " 1975-76 , 1979-80 

- - - -  

Engineer ing 4,210 11,485 
Commerce/Management/Secretarys h i p/Accountancy , 

Insurance, e tc .  ^ 
~ n v i  ronmental Technol ogy (Town Planning, Arch i tec tu re ,  

Surveying, e t c . ) .  ' . a 7 inn 

-auur.d w r y  I ecnno I ogy - 1,400 3,645 
Text i 1 e Tec hnol ogy 420 - 5  45 
Basic s tud ies  < 7  00 1,825 
Technical  educat ion ( NCE Technical  ) 1,400 2,735 
Ca te r i  ng and Food Techno1 ogy 280 730 
Others I 700 2,735 
TOTAL 14,020 36,455 

Pro jec ted  Out-Turn o f  A1 1 Colleges o f  Technology and Po ly techn ics  
1975-76 and 1979-80 

F i e l d  o f  Study 
Out - tu rn  

1979-80 To ta l  

~ n g i  nee r i  ng ' 
~ o m m e r c e / ~ a n a ~ e m e n t / ~ e c r e t a r ~ ~ h i  p/ 

Accountancy, Insurance, e tc .  
Environmental Technol ogy (Town Planning , 

Arch i tec tu re ,  Survevina. e t c . )  - " -  - - -  
~ a b o r a t o r y  Techno1 ogy 3 10 . 985 ~ , O U U  
T e x t i  l e l  Technology 4 0 9 0  315 
Basic s tud ies  165 365 1,305 
Technical  educat ion (NCE) 220 745 2,275 
Cater ing  ' and Food Technol ogy 65 1 A C  con - - - - &-T^ 'Â¥JC\ 

Others 130 
6, , $ 

495 1,495 
TOTAL 3,055 9,115 29,030 

1 an. Source: T h i r d  Development P 



Universi ty  enrol lments  r e f l e c t  t h e  cont inuing  dominance, o f  a r t s  + 

and s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s  as well as growth i n  t h e  sc iences ,  medicine and 
t e c h n i c a l  f i e l d s  ( s ee  a c t u a l  and pro jec ted '  u n i v e r s i t y  enrol lments ,  
Table 17).  The spec t acu la r  development of  u n i v e r s i t i e s  may "be a ,  
source  of fu tu re ,  s t r e n g t h  but  f o r  t h e  present  i t  ' d i s t o r t s  manpower , " 

development. A common c r i t i c i s m  of  ~ i ~ e r i a n  educa t ion  i s  t h a t  i t i s ' *  
top-heavy, s t r u c t u r a l l y  imbalanced, and inadequate ly  geared t o  ' t h e  
needs o f  t h e  economy (Okoyunrotifa i n '  Oghtoyimbo '.at a., -1 978, pp. 
195-197; Diejomoah, 1978, pp. 62-68; ~ d e s i n a ,  1977, pp. 220-224). The 
c o s t s  per s tuden t  f o r  u n i v e r s i t y  educat ion exceed c o s t s  f o r ~ r i t i s h  or-  
American i n s t i t u t i o n s .  The r e l a t i v e l y  heavy emphasis on co l l ege  
degrees  tends  t o '  mold primary and secondary educa t ion  i n t o  t h e  co l l ege  
prep  syndrome ( ~ i g e r i a  P ro j ec t    ask Force, 1967, p. 130). 1t i s  stil l  
t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  degree t h a t '  t h e  b r i g h t e r  s tuden t s  seek, n o t  a t echn ica l  

' 

educa t ion  (Adesina, 1977, p. 21 9) .' - 
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Tab le  17. U n i v e r s i t y  ~ n r o l  lments, 1971-1981 (ac tua l  and pro jec ted) .  
, -  - 4 ,  * 

Actual  Actual  Actual  , - ,  Actual  NUC RECOMMENDATIONS PROJECTED 
1971/72 1972/73 1973/74 1974/75 1975/76 1976/77 1977/78 1978/79 1979/80 1980/81 

1. A r t s  & Soc ia l  
. Sciences : 

S tuden ts  ' 

Teachers 
rÃ 

Rat i o  

2. Sciences:' 
s tudents 
Teachers 
Ra t i o  

3. Ag r i cu l t u re :  
Students 
Teachers 
Ra t i o  

4. Medicine: 
Students 
Teachers 
Rat io  

5. Education: 
Students 
Teachers 
Ra t i o  

6. Engineer ing and 
Techno1 ogy,: 
Students 

, * '  
Teachers 
Ra t i o  

7. Environmental 
Design: 

Students 
Teachers 
Ra t i o  

8. Admin is t ra t ion :  ' 

Students 
Teachers 
Ra t i o  ' 

4 

9.Law: ' 

Students 
Teachers 
Ra t i o  



\ t 
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Table 17. (cont inued) / 
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-32- 

1 

Actual  Actual  Actual  Actual  NUC RECOMMENDATIONS , PROJECTED 
I 

- 1971/72 1972/73 1973/74 1974/75 1975/76 1976/77 1977/78 1978/79 1979/80 1980/81 
, # , ! j I ' J . > "  < <  " -  - 1  L 10. Basic Studies:  I ~ 

I - - Students , ,  426 856 1,085 , . 894 , 1,000.  1,000 - 1,000 1,000 - 1,000 . - 1,000 
1 

I - Teachers 26 ' 45 6 9  74 < ' - ' 7 8 ; -  8 0 - - . - " " 8 0  8 0 8 0 8 0 
Rat i o  r t +  . ~ ' :  16.4 ~ - . ~ 1 9 . 0 ' ~ h ~ . 1 5 . 7  . . 1 2 . 1 t  : 1 2 . 8 ;  ,..12.5 ' 12.5 : 4 k i 1 2 . 5  - - - . - .  12.5 - 12.5 

4 ,  . . 
, 

11. A l l  D i s c i p l i n e s :  . , ,  
h .  

Students , 16,957 20,204 24,498 27,025 33,204 39,220'; 43,695 a 48,400 53,950 60,050 
I Teachers ,. 2,336 2,658 3,235 3 , 5 2 9 ,  4 , 2 7 5 3 1 ' 4 , 6 9 4  ' 5 , 0 7 0  5,369 5 , 7 5 2 '  .6,'223 * 

'u 

Rat i o  , ' ,  7.3 - 7.6 . 7.6 , 7.7 7.8 Â ¥  8 . 4 Â ¥ ,  8.6 - I s  9.0 9.4 9.6 
Source: Nat iona l  U n i v e r s i t i e s  Commission 

. . 

Source: Oguntoyimbo e . t  a1. , 1978, p. 200. + - ---- -- I , , ---- - 
s ---- - --- - 

Nigeria has  a l s o  e s t ab l i shed .  t r a i n i n g  programs. under t h e  
I n d u s t r i a l  ~ r a i n i n g '  Fund i n  1971. < Every employer having 25 o r  more 
persons i n  h i s  es tab l i shment  was t o  con t r ibu te  t o  a fund which 
subs id ized  t r a i n i n g  programs. Although employers c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  ; fund, 

' ' i t  had by 1973 c o l l e c t e d  4 m i l l i o n  pounds and opera ted  var ious  skill 
, * 

t r a i n i n g  programs (Berger, , 1975, pp. 194-1 95). - Other t r a i n i n g  
programs have been organized through t h e  Nigerian Council f o r  
Management Education and t h e  Nigerian I n s t i t u t e  of  Management. On a 
small s c a l e  t hese  programs have o f f e r e d  courses  t o  a i d  i n  .the 

' i n d i g e n i z a t i o n  of  i ndus t ry  , ,  ( ~ e r g e r ,  1975, pp. 197-1 98). 
, 

' 0  

We have seen cons iderable  changes i n  Nigerian manpower development 
' s i n c e  independence i n  1960. An i n c r e d i b l e  expansion o f  educat ion has  
' taken place. Universal primary educat ion,  t echn ica l  s c h o o l s ,  1 3 

u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  m i l l i o n s  spent-to what r e s u l t ?  A 1  though progress  i s  
' ' c e r t a i n l y  being made, has  t h e  money ?invested"n Nigeria '  s human 

t 

' c a p i t a l  r e a l l y  paid dividends i n  'domestic produ'ction f o r  expor t  o r  
impor t - subs t i  t u t i o n  i n d u s t r i e s  which r e q u i r e  some imported i n p u t s ?  

S ince  petroleum expor t s  t a k e  u p  t h e  bulk o f ,  expor t s ,  l e t  u s  first 
: v l ook  there .  By t h e  mid-1 970 s, ~ i ~ e r i a n s  made up approximately 8O-gO% 

of  those  employed i n  t h e  o i l  indus t ry .  Expa t r i a t e s  sti l l  held high 
x $ 

" l e v e l  ' te-chnical  and management p o s i t i o n s  (Thomas, 1 976, pp. 160-1 62) .  
The i n d i g e n i z a t i o n  p o l i c i e s  have helped secure  p o s i t i o n s  f o r  q u a l i f i e d  

-Niger ians ;  however, t h e r e  i s  still an  acu te  shor tage  of  high-level 
manpower i n  t h e  petroleum indus t ry .  Looking a t  o t h e r  expor t s ,  

. 'Nigeria 's  push f o r  manpower development and v a s t  expansion f o r  
, e d u c a t i o n  h a s  p r a c t i c a l l y  ignored . t h e  a i l i n g  rural a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e c t o r  

' ( A f C t .  S S  AÂ -tha 5ahaca, 1981, p. 764 ;  Loken, 1969, p. 92; 
McDowell, 1971 ; Abernathy, 1972; World Bank, 1981, p. 90). Although . 
t h e  development p l ans  have funded some a g r i c u l t u r a l  research  and 

' s e v e r a l  l a rge - sca l e  p ro j ec t s ,  n o  s i g n i f i c a n t  e f f o r t  ha,s focused on 
educa t ing  t h e  v a s t  major i ty  o f  ~ i g e r i a n s  who a r e  subs i s t ence  f a rmers .  \ , > ,  

" "Operation Feed t h e  Nationw has  f a l l e n  well below demand. The c' 
s c a t t e r i n g  of  a few extens ion  agen t s  cannot modernize Nigerian 
a g r i c u l t u r e .  I n  a country with high populat ion growth t h e r e  needs t o  
be a corresponding growth i n  'food product ion , (Zook, 1 962, pp. 22-23). 
The "Green Revolutionw c u r r e n t l y  underway u n d e r  Shagari  w i l l  hopeful ly 
produce t h i s  " growth (Bolsover,  1 982, pp. 17-1 9) .  Unt i l  t h e  low 
p roduc t iv i ty  of  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r e  s e c t o r  i s  a t tacked ,  r u r a l  youth w i l l  
cont inue  t o  seek oppor tuni ty  elsewhere (Ajaegbu, 1976; Roberts, 1972). 
Funct ional  l i t e r a c y  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  ex tens ion  a long  wi th  adequate 



farm c r e d i t  and i n c e n t i v e s  could t ransform t h e  r u r a l  s e c t o r  and 
t h e r e f o r e  t h e  l i v e s  of t h e  major i ty  o f  Nigerians ( ~ i c h e r  a a n d ~ i e d h o l m ,  
1970, PP. 399-97) .  

h . - <. > > # ,  

~. On ' the  import s i d e ,  ' t h e  inc rease  i n  manufacturing and cons t ruc t ion  
i n d u s t r i e s  , ' ,  , , has  provided consider  a b l e  employment' f o r  ~ i g e r i a n s .  ' Here 
aga in  ' e x p a t r i a t e s ,  s t i l l  c o n t r o l  highly . t e c h n i c a l .  ' and m a n a g e r i a l  
pos i t i 'ons ,  but  not  i n  t h e  huge numbers o f  t h e  1960's (Okeyide, 1976, 
pp. 101-102). , The new t echn ica l  emphasis  i n  educat ion w i l l  cont inue 
t h e  i n d i g e n i z a t i o n  o f  t hese  v i t a l  i n d u s t r i e s  ( n o t e  p ro jec t ions  i n -  
Tables '14 and 16). - *. 

> ,  

2 v*  

Trends i n  einployment c a l l  f o r  i nc reased  manpower i n  manuf a c t w i n g ,  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  and a g r i c u l t u r e  (See Table 1,8 f o r  employment configur- 
a t i o n ,  1975-1 980). Comparing these  p ro jec t ions  wi th  cu r ren t  graduates  
of both secondary s c h o o l s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  'overwhelming d i sc repanc ie s  
e x i s t  i n  f i l l i n g  manpower needs i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  and t o  a l e s s e r  degree 

' i n  skills' needed f o r  manufacturing and construct ion.  N ige r i a ' s  
educat ion  has expanded, but  t h e  emphasis i s  st i l l  on t h e  - c l a s s i c a l  
Western-style curriculum, heavy on t h e  s o c i a l  sc iences  and humanities 
s k i l l s  a l ready i n  abundance i n  Niger ia  (Adesina, 1 977, p .  1 15 ; Eicher 
and Liedholm, 1970, p. 396). A l a r g e  percentage of  unemployed, urban 
Niger ians  have such a background (Fapohunda, 1974; Diejomaoh, 1965,  > 

p p .  88-89).   his misuse o f  formal educat ion i s  t h e  bas i c  problem i n  
manpower development, i n  Nigeria.  ' The p r i o r i t i e s  i n  educat ion need t o  
be a g r i c u l  t k re ,  t e c h n i c a l  skills and engineering,,  hea l th ,  business  and. 
admin i s t r a t ive  skills. Reform from primary schools  upward i s  needed. 
The co lon ia l  legacy o f  a c l a s s i c a l  educat ion  l ead ing  t o  government job  
s e c u r i t y  must be put a s i d e  (Yesufu, 1974, ' pp. 56-57,). I n  o rde r  t o  
c o p e w i t h  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  manpower needs, t h e  government needs t o  , 

4 a 

f o s t e r ,  a new breed o f  Nigerians, s k i l l e d  and motivated t o  work wi th  
4 ' 

t h e i r h a n d s  i n  f i e l d  o r  factory.  It w i l l  no t  be easy t o  change ' 

~ i ~ e r i ' a n  s o c i e t y ' s  a t t i t u d e s  towards farmers, t o  a l t e r  ambitions 
pa ren t s  h o l d  f o r  t h e i r  ch i ldren ,  t o  provide new models f o r  success.  
The mandate ' f o r  these  changes i s  , fundamental 
unrecognized by t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  of  Nigerians. 

. , , , -  . * ,  

t o  de,velopment but 
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Table 18. ~ m ~ l o ~ m e n t  i n N i g e r i a ,  1975-80: , ' a ' , - . A s ?  , ,  . , ,  , ., 

Sectoral  Distr ibution of Total Gainful Occupation, Nigeria, 1975-803 
. - Employments ' ,  

, < 
> * 

.. * ,  

Number 1975 Share 1 Number ,1980 Share I Additional 1975-80- t 

Industry Group , (mil 1 ions)  (percent)  1 - (mil 1 ions)  (percent)  1 (mi 11 ions) ,(percent)  

Agriculture t '  ' 
, , 

Mining and ~ua ' r ry i  ng " 

Manufacturing & Craf ts  ' 

Building & Construction 
E l e c t r i c i t y ,  gas, and water 
Dis t r ibut ion 
Transport and ~ommunication 

. , Services 
TOTAL 

* .  
- - - - - - - - - - - - -pp-pppp 

a Estimated. + .  , . " a , , a. 

. * 

, ' 5  .. 

: $ ,  - .,, b Column t o t a l  i s  approximated t o  100.00" 
Source: Federal Republic of Nigeria, Third National Development Plan 1975-80 (Lagos: F e d e r a l  Ministry 

, ". 
f ,  

. ? of Economic Development, 1975). .- a * j  * 

. . , ,. , , . 
, = ' " .  - 

, )  ! 
+ ? 

Sec to ra l  Dis t r ibut ion o f  Modern Sector Employment, Nigeria, 1975-803 .' 
. t  , * * 4 .  ' . . Employmenta , , a" , 

a* , 

s e Number 1975 Share 1 Number 1980 : Share - 1 ,: Addi tionalbl975-80 
, . - 

Sector ; a -  I - (thousands) (percent)  1 (thousands) (percent)  ' 1 (thousands) (percent)  ' 
* * -  

6 A 

', * 7 , .  
# . i s  * 

Agriculture , 
< .  105.0 7.0 " ' 113.0' ' 5.7 s , 8.0, , 1.7, + %  

, 8 

Mining and ~ u a r r j i  ng 90.0 - ' 6.0 97.5 4 .9 ,  7.8 , 1.6 ., 

Manufacturing & Processing ' 324.0 " 21.6 425.0 . ' 21.5 , 101.5 2 1 . 0  > 
. , 

Building & Construction , 210.0~ 14.0 . 450.0 22.7. 240.0 5 0 . 0  ' 

E l e c t r i c i t y ,  gas, and water 
, ,- 

30.0 ' 2.0 . 35.0 , , t 1.8 , 5.0 1 . 0  . -  
- d 

\ .  

Dist r ibut ion + 99.0 6.6 117.0 " '  ,5.9 . . 18.0 3.7 * -  
c l 3  

Transport and ~omiun i sa t io<  91.5 ' 6.1 ,. 99.5 , 5.0 8.0 , 1.7 - 
Servi ces e " - >  550.5' 36.7 643.0 . 32.5 92.5. . ,j , 19.3 

TOTAL 1,500.0 ' 100.0 '1,980.0 . 100.0 . '480.0 , ,  , .100.0 - .  * .  , " 

a Estimated. 
b "Additional" r e fe r s  t o  employment o r  jobs t o  be created during the  1975-80 period. 
Source: Federal Republic of Nigeria, Third National Development Plan 1975-80 (Lagos: Federal Ministry 

of Economic Development, 1975). 

Source: Damachi and Diejomoah, 1978, pp. 38-39. 



A s  t h e  whole philosophy and content  of  educat ion change, t he  mass 
o f  t h e  populat ion can widen t h e i r  horizons t o  more progressive and 
product ive systems, methods o f  ag r i cu l tu re , ,  organizat ion,  , a n d s  ' 

agri-based i n d u s t r i e s .  Based on a sce r t a ined  manpower needs, 
education, formal and non-formal, can o f f e r  a new balance between 
l i t e r a c y  and t h e  univeysi  t y  degree. The National  Manpower Board h a s  , 
e x i s t e d  s i n c e  t h e  e a r l y  1960 's. If r e v i t a l i z e d ,  i t  could provide 
l e a d e r s h i p  i n  formulat ing educat ional  s t r a t e g i e s  t o  meet manpower 
needs. It is  up t o  Nigerian policymakers and p lanners  t o  r e s t r u c t u r e  
manpower development t o  meet t h e  skills needed f o r  success  i n  the  
arena  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r ade  as wel l  as improve the  l i v e s  o f  t he  
major i ty  of  Nigerians. 
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