
IVOTES FOR QUERIES 

An eas i l y  obaervable manifestation of what has variously been cal led the  
counter, hip,  o r  freak cPl ture  i s  the  e e q u e n t  borrowing of costumes from 
the  past o r  from other cultures.  Such borrowings run the  gamut from 
granny glasses and bibbed overal ls  t o  Indian head bands and beaded be l t s .  
No matter how bizarre a costume might be i n  the  context of contemporary 
American society,  nor how exot ic  the  cul ture  from which it was borrowed, 
it is  permissible as long a s  ce r ta in  taboo portions of the  human anatomy 
are covered- While def in i t ion  of the  tabooed areas i s  gradually changing, 
any costume which i s  thought t o  publicly expose the  gen i ta l  areas  does 
not go unquestioned, at l e a s t  not i n  Bloomington, Indiana. 

The degree of permiss ibi l i ty  i n  cu l tu r a l  borrowing was t es ted  i n  court  
i n  August,.l971, i n  Bloomington i n  a case i n  which the  S ta te  of Tndiana 
brought 8 reeident of the  c i t y  t o  t r i a l  on the  charge of indecent expo- 
sure for  having appeared i n  public while a t t i r e d  i n  nothing but a loin- 
c loth .  The defendant i n  the  case, a student a t  Indiana University, was 
arres ted at one of the  local hopping centers while viewing a public 
a t t r ac t i on  s e t  up i n  the shopping center  parking l o t .  He was taken t o  
t he  county j a i l  and charged with indecent exposure. When the  case came 
t o  court ,  the  State  attempted t o  prove t h a t  the  defendant had, by wearing 
nothing but a lo inc lo th  i n  public, subjected the  public t o  a display of 
pubic hair. 

The defendant se lected a nimber of witnesses t o  t e s t i f y  as t o  the use 
and acceptabi l i ty  of the  lo inc lo th  as an item of wearing apparel. As a 
member of the  Folklore I n s t i t u t e  of Indiana University, I was requested 
t o  t e s t i f y  as t o  the  t r a d i t i o n a l i t y  of the  loincloth ,  and t o  its perrnissi- 
b i l i t y  i n  selected contexts. A t  the  t r i a l  I pointed out t h a t  even i n  
highly advanced cul tures  sucb-as t h a t  of Japan, lo incloths  of a s t y l e  
s imi la r  t o  t h a t  used by the  defendant 'are commonly worn as a summer cos- 
tume. I, as well  as  other witnesses, mentioned the use of lo inc lo ths  by 
Boy Scout troops who present public displays of dances adapted from the  
American Indians, i n  which loincloths  and ,feathers form the major par t  
of the  costume. We concluded that a properly adjusted lo incloth ,  An wh~l t -  
ever cul ture  it i s  worn, allows f o r  no grea te r  display of pubic hair than 
the brief swim suits worn a t  public swimming pools and beaches, and t h a t  
i t  was the  unfamiliari ty of t he  police o f f i ce r s  with the  construction and 
use of t h e  lo inc lo th  which led  them t o  conclude t h a t  they had sigh- an 
unacceptable amount of pubic hair .  

The prosecution was unable t o  produce any witnesses who claimed t o  have 
been offended by the  s igh t  of t he  loincloth ,  other than the  a r res t ing  
officers.  This i s  perhaps an indicat ion t h a t  the  folk gre wil l ing  t o  
accept costume var ia t ions  which the o f f i c i a l  cul ture  fee la  it must ques- 
t ion.  The a rb i t r a t i ng  Judge sided wi th  the fo lk  and declared t h a t  the  
defendant was not guilty of indecent exposure. . 
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